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Anne S.

ANNE S. has taken her leave of us. She died on Wednesday June 1.

To the hundreds who really knew her, this was a meaningful and

moving event. With those who knew her not, I wish to share the

inspiration which she gave to Lois and me. Anne was the wife of Dr.

Bob, co-founder of Alcoholics Anonymous. She was, quite literally, the

mother of our first Group, Akron No. One.

HER wise and beautiful counsel to all, her insistence that the spiritual

come before anything else, her unwavering support of Dr. Bob in

all his works; all these were virtues which watered the uncertain seed

that was to become A.A. Who but God could assess such a contribu-

tion? We can only say that it was priceless and magnificent. In the fu l l

sense of the word, she was one of the founders of Alcoholics Anony-

mous.
Not a soul who knew Anne will say that she is really gone. Each

knows that her abiding love and influence will live forever. And none

knows better than Dr. Bob, Lois and I, who saw these things from the

beginning. Nor do we think we shall never see her again. For, like

nearly all our fellow A.A. members, we believe there is no death. She

is only out of our sight and hearing for a little while.—Bill
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