
Vol. VII-No. 4 1007 SCHOFIELD BLDG., CLEVELAND 15, OHIO January, 1949
S U B S C R I P T I O N  P R I C E  $ 1 . 0 0  P E R  Y E A R * T E N  C E N T S  P E R  C O P Y

Editorial -Worry e

posts available:
ONE - Matters about which WC

Goal - Iutegdy
Worry, which often starts as a figment of the imagina-

tion, can become a disruptive force that robs us of peace
of mind, cripples our spirit and cramps our lives.

This faot, the truth of which has been established by
the experience of each one of us, demonstrates how de-
cisively our mental attitude and our emotional balance
govern our physical actions.

Arthur Somers Roche  expressed this idea in differ-
ent words when he said that “worry is a ahin  stream of
fear trickling through the mind. If encouraged, it cuts a
channel into which all other thoughts are drained.”

This is particularly the case with us alcoholics. We
never were satisfied with a thin
stream of anything. We had to have
the channel and one big enough to

“Why is it so easy for me to be bad, when I know I
should want to be good.7”  In substance, this question was
aimed at a speaker at one  of’ our recent meetings, by a
member. “lt  seems,” he continued, “th,at  every day I’m
more aware of how simple it would be to ruin the decent
reputation I’ve managed to  develop since I quit drinking,
by one slip backward into my former behavior pattern.
It worries me!”

, wallow in. Its the same whether it
the liquor, our frame of mind, our pet
ideas and prejudices or what have
you. We are people who “shoot the
works” and “go the whole hog” in

whatever we undertake.
It is to be expected, then, that hav-

ing attained sobriety, we will not at
once also achieve balance and per-
spective and proportion in all aspects
of our lives. That takes time and
patient effort.

The speaker properly pointed out that our habituation
pattern set during our loose drinking days, which was
sleadily  lowering day after day, was caused by our
rebellion against discipline-the discipline of self as well

as that of the ordinary standards of
church or society. Getting by with it
by not being caught and punished, or,
if being caught, getting off with less
punishment than we had feared, lulled
us into feeling that we were beyond
these laws-that we were special peo-
ple enti’tled  to special privileges.

This is not to excuse this Tendency
to worry or fret. It should not be
indulged and coddled. It should be
eliminated. But saying so is easier
than doing it.

The faults you see

in others are usually

predominant in your

own makeup.  That’s

why you recognize

them so readily.

There are some elementary guide

As we gambled with the trust and
faith and love of those near and dear
to us we became inured to criticism
and even coritempt and later sicken-
ing-to-take derision. But being wilful
and selfish as well as being obsessed
with a wrong sense of self-importance
we continued in our pattern - until
the dawn came!

With this awakening came the hor-
rible feeling of’ inadequacy-of being
unable to change our habits and win
the approval of those persons who
meant something to us. Persons who
would be tolerant and patient, under-
standing and sympathetic.worry seldom if ever turn out to be

as bad as they seem in our minds. We build up imagina-
tive, horrific possibilities that never come about.

However bad the problem which worries us may be, it
cannot possibly be so bad that it can not be solved with
the help of that Higher Power which brought us to
sobriety. With that Power on our side-and it is there
or we wouldn’t be sober and sane-we have nothing ito
fear.

TWO-We must guard against the inclination to swing
to the opposite extreme and assume a “devil may care”
attitude toward the problems of life. While this may
eliminate the worry it goes so far that it mistakes ordin-
ary responsibilities for fretting and dangerously neglects
them.

THREE-We must use our heads, employ common sense,
to attain the halance  that is necessary to a full life. We
must learn to distinguish between a baseless worry and
an essential responsibility.

FOUR-It is incumbent on us to remember that all of
life’s problems are as subject to change, alteration, amend-
ment, improvement and growth as was the overwhelming
problem of alcohol. If we approach other problems in
the same open frame of mind, with the same desire for a
solution, the  quest will not be in vain.

Instead of allowing the fear that is worry to eat away
,the  walls of our mind, we should make assurance and
certainty (those qualities that are open to all men who
have faith in the Higher Power) the materials with which
we construct a new and better life.

(Continued  on #age  two)

The question was an honest question from an honest
man who worried about his temptations, He thought he
alone was beset with ,these  problems of daily correcting
a habit pattern of years.
problem with him.

Drinking was no longer a
Measuring up to long dormant high

principles and religious standards required a greater effort
than he expected.

As Judge Jim C. mentioned in his talk at ithe  Consoli-
dated meeting, we must supplant good habits with bad
ones ‘and  train ourselves daily.. This new habituation,
if earnestly applied and with the  help of God can achieve
results commensurate with the extent of desire and the
persistence of the person trying it. We shouldn’t expect
to change a pattern of 20 or more years overnight or
even in a year or two without it being a conscious etfort.

Let’s not measure our standards by those of the world
and peoples in it, but set our goal according to the Abso-
lutes which guided and still guide our founders. Let us
each day try to be perfect in love-in purity-in honesty
and in unselfishness. We won’t and can’t reach perfect-
tion, but if we try real hard we won’t need to ask the
question which opened this article.

Integrity should be our goal.

A southern town had two churches across the street
from each other. “Couldn’t those churches be combined?”
a visitor asked. “Not very well,” was the reply. “That
church over there says, ‘There ain’t no hell,’ and this one
says, ‘The hell there ain’t.”



2 CENTRAL BULLETIN JANUARY, 1949

CONSCIENCE
The popular novelist, Albert Payson Terhune once ad-

mitted that like the well-known Scotsman, he had a con-
science that was not powerful enough (to  ieep him out of

’ mischief but only powerful enough to keep him from en-
joying it. The first manifestation of this quality Terhune
experienced in his early childhood. He stood accused of
eating an entire bowlful of lump sugar. “Did you do it?”
his mother demanded. “Yes,” wailed the young culprit,
“but I cried ,a11 the time I was eating it.”

“TWELFTH STEP KID”
With Charley, it was love at first sight! He became the

group’s “12th Step Kid”-hospitalizing ‘em, riding herd
on ‘em afterward-Charley loved It.. And, around the
group, Charley was considered a darn good A.A.

I guess the rest of us are more guilty than Charley for
what developed. Most of us are busy and Charley seemed
not only to have the inclination, but the time also. So we
were glad to let him go &o  it. Then gradually it came out
that things weren’t so hot in Charley’s home.

Not enough money was coming in. Not nearly enough.
His wife waited patiently for Charley to settle down. But
Charley continued to ride the pink clouds. New men had
come into the group, rcaclv and cager for 12th Str  1

d
work.

But Charley continued hi’s frantic rushing  aroun  --on a
“binge” of self aggrandizement.
mesmerizing himself.

“Playing God”-and

He couldn’t be pinned clown. Instead he shrugpod  olT
his obvious responsibilities, falling back on the excuse that
he was a “sick” man-that his 12th Step work was his
“medicine.” And, besides look at all the people he was
helping!

Some of us tried to talk to him. It  was plain that
Charley was merely substituting one excess for another.
He was still “escaping”, even though his new escape bore
the label of the wonderful 12th Step. Frankly, WC didn’t
know what to do. So we just kept talking-and hoping.
Somewhere along the line Charley snapped out of it. He
about faced, got himself a respectable job which he does
rather expertly.-A. S., Little Neck, L. I.,

The Grapevine, December.

HUNTINGTON, W. VA.
The Huntington, W. Va., group happily announces the

opening of its new club house on 1038 Fifth Ave. They
hold meetings on Sunday a,t  3:OO P. RI., and Wednesday,
Friday and Saturday at 8:00 P. M.

All meetings are closed meetings except Saturday at
wh’ich  wives of members are welcome. The first Saturday
of each month is set aside for meetings to which the
general public is also invited.

Doors are open every day and evening to AA visitors.

BOWLING NOTES
In the East Side LBague  the Mt. Pleasant No. 1 team

succeeded in wresting the lead from Allendale, leading
by one game. Borton Blacks are in third, one behind

’ Allendale. Doan Tigers, in tenth place have high team
single with 962. St. Clair Lakeviews, in fifth place (foul
games out of first) are tops for three with 2595. This is
as of January 14th.

We have standinEs  of the Thursdav West Side ieaeue
for January 6th w&h shows the Sub&bans  in first pi&e

with 46 points and Addison in second with 45. The Corin-
thians, in seventh place with 38, were hot in one game
with 973, and the Addisons cracked a respectable 2740
for a three game total. Roy E. of Brooklyn leads the
individuals with a 193 averape. (Must be a pro!) He also. I L
has a high three total of 683.

The Lorain  Yanks are in first place in the Friday
League, which position they’ve maintained since opening
night. Bill O’R. is justly proud of this. They met the
second place 8005 club shortly after the first of the year
and took all four noints  from them to stretch their lead
to 9 points. A record  was established on January 21st
when 21 two hundred games were rolled. Art S. or 8005
twice has bowled 267, high in league.

SAVE SALES TAX STAMPS FOR DOWNTOWN OFFICE

We will come to look back on our worries and fears as
strange attributes of a strange existence. We will find
that it was as needless and harmful to be subservient to
them as it was to be the victim of alcohol.

STELLA MARIS  HOME
Over-zealous members, desiring to promote benefits fox

Stella  Mnris Home are advisecl to contact the officers of
the IIome  before planning. Unfortunately i t  was an;
nounced in the last issue of the Bulletin that a New Year’s
Eve party would be held with Stella Maris  as the bene-
ficiary. Consent for this was not secured from the ,au,thori-
ties governing the Home and the party was cancelled.
Any legitimate project will be properly announced by the
Board, which expresses great appreciation for the past
generosi,ty.

A new building has been acquired and a rehabilitation
program for both men and women is in the immediate
future. Full details were not available at ,press  time.
,x--4

/
-‘CONSOLIDATED MEETING

/
A splendid crowd, estimated at 550 persons, listened to

an inspiring talk by Judge Jim C. at its January 16th
I quarterly Consolidated Meeting ,at  Townc Hall, 2612 Pros-
) pm!!.

.JII\I  rn~l~l~nsizrd  the ~)wtl  of tttaittt:lininp  sobr ie ty  after
atlaitlittrr  it. and the ueed for conviction in knowine: that
this \\oultl  bc an impossible thing to do without the help

1 of God. Ilc  advocated devoling  a portion of every day
to prayer.

Rlnklng  it a Ital)it  of doing good often enough and rcgu-
larly  would alter the 1)attertl  of ally one’s behavior. He
maintait!cd  that  i t  was impossible to consort  with the

Devil ant1  worship  one’s God at the same  time. I,t’s either
; one  01’  the other.
1

1

The next quarterly meeting will be April 24th, the Sun-
day after Easter. An invitation has been extended by #the
ChaKritl  Falls group to Ilold  this meeting there. It is

1 being  considered I)y the committee and will be discussed
at the Februa~.y 1st tneeling  of Central Committee.

ASHTAl31JL-4 CHANGES LOCATION
Tile new location of the Ashtabula Group is at  449

Lake Ave.. corner  West 5th St., over Silvercraft Jewelry.
The hall is open every evening f’or  AA’s.  Three Ashta-
hula groups are now consolidated.
The meetings are held Wednesdays at 8:00 P. RI., ant1

011 S:tturcIags  at 8:OO  P. nI.  a social night  is provided  lvith .
lu)ic11 and entertainment.

COLORED GROlJI’S CONSOLIDATE
The two colored groups, Outhwaitc and Pioneer, have

ronsolitlntetl  and thev have adouted  Outhwaite as their
title. They meet Thursday evenings at 8:00 and Sunday
afternoons at 4:00 P. M. at $100 Kinsman Rd., side en-
ll2llC~.

They’ve dono  marvelous work in the community.

NEW GROUPS
The Hilliard  gl’oup held its first meeting on Weclnesday,

December 1st and meets in Faith Lutheran Church, Hil-
liartl  and Woodward  at  8:30 P.  M. Larry A.  was f i rs t
secretary and was succeeded by Joe ,F.  in January. It is
a mixed group.

The Fairview  Park group held its first meeting on Tues-
day, January 18 at 8:30, in *the  Fairview  Baptist Church,
Lorain  Ave. and IV..  212th St.

The Detroit Monday group held its first organization
meeting at 8023 Detroit, on Monday, Jan. 24th at 8:30 P.M.

The Geneva group meets Sunday evenings at 8:30 in
Jack Burd’s Hospi’tal,  237 S. Broadway, Geneva, 0.

EI,EVENTH  ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATED
Borton group will honor its founder, Clarence S., one

of the early pioneers in the AA movement, on his eleventh
anniversary of complete sobriety on Monday, February
14th at 9:00 11.  m. A cordial itlvitation  is extended to all
former Borton members to a4tend.

The meeting will be held in East Cleveland Congrega-
tional Church, Page and Euclid. A gala affair is being
planned.
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE
Franklyn S. of Doan Men’s Group .was named Moderator

at the January meeting of Central Committee. Serving
with him will be Roy G. of Clark as Vice-Moderator, and
Bert, M. of Doan Men, Treasurer. These men will serve
for one year.

Balance in the treasury was $14.20 with one bill for
$15.45 to be paid.

Hospital Chairman Frank W. repolyted  that  visi tors
from Norwalk and Tiffin were much  impressed with ou1
methods. Burd’s Hospital in Geneva, 0. (30 So. Brond-
way) was admitted to Approved Hospital List.

Support was urged f’or Consolidated Meeting, Jan. 16th.
Secretary Joe K. requests the secre.taries  of each group

mail Central Committee representative’s names as well
as those for Hospital Committee to him, care AA District
Office, 1007 Schofield Bldg.

AKRON HAS NlJRSING HOME
A former Clevelander. Coe G. advises us that she and

Tish T. have been operating a nursing home for women
only since August 16, 1948. They have a reputable doctol
in attendance who is esneciallv interested in alcoholism.
All patiensts  must be spinsorej.

The place is called Alpha Rest  Ilontc and is locatrd  at
452 Celtic  Ave., Akron. Phone, Plaza 5170.

CHARLESTON, WV.  VA.
AIanv  Clevelanders  w i l l  be i n t e r e s t e d  l o  lea171 that

Ed. W: has relinquished his position as tr~anagcr  of the
Alcan  Center in Charleston, which includes the hospital
and club quarters. Ed. was tireless and devoted and ~iiuch
of Charleston’s success can be attributed to him. He ac-
cepted a new .position  at Virginia Beach. IIis  successor’
is Fred W., a capable and sincere AA who also has shown
great. ‘ability as administrator.

New settees for the lounge and new light fistures  have
made a noticeable improvement in the club’s appearance.

They have resumed their monthly open meetings which
are held on Saturdays. Patrick RlcG.  of Washington was
a recent speaker and made a profound impression, accord-
ing to Sherel A. W., chairman.

The Charleston Gazette is publishing lollg,  intelligent
editorials appearing bi-monthly to educate the public on
the understanding of alcoholism. Excellently written.

MILES-UNION
Well over 200 attended the joint New Year’s eve party

which was acclaimed as being .the  best ever given. Both
groups delved deep into their kitties to provide food, fine
favors and door prizes.

Attendance is increasing so rapidly at, Miles Men’s
group, they are considering moving to more spacious
quarters. But they like the smell of flowers so much they
postpone what seems inevitable.

DOAN  MEN
We visited Doan  Men to hear Charlcy  K. as he cele-

brated his eighth anniversary on January 19th. His story
revealed what a courageous fight he was forced to make
eight years ago and a miraculous recovery.

We also learned that Bunny S., after serving faithfully
for two years as secretary, was finally relieved of his
burden by Bill T., the former sailorman. Bill also mill
make an excellent secretary for this truly remarkable
group which attracts about 200 men weekly.

We missed the regular news item in these pages. It
used to appear regularly. We hope it. will be fol:thcoming.

LEE-MONDAY COMES HOME
The Lee-Monday group returned to its original habitat

on Monday, January 10 in the First Presbyterian Church,
E. Cleveland at Nela and Euclid.

Completely modernized and redecorated alIt with new
lighting fixtures, the rooms are very attractive. All AA
visitors are welcome.

The-group of course expressed its appreciation to Dr.
Francis Sayre of St.  Paul’s Episcopal Church for tho
quarters used in the interim.

CLEVELAND DISTRICT OFFICE
In the Office news letter to secretaries the Operating

Committee ,and  staff expresses appreciation for the sup-
port which it has been accorded during the past year, and
stands ready to serve in any way possible during this next,
year.

A new list of group secretaries was mailed to each secre-
tary during the past  wcaek. Any carrcction or change
Phould  be sent in to the office imlllrdiately.  Phone num-
ber is still CHerry  ‘i387.

Dul,ing the month of December  your District Office re-
ceived C;G  calls for help which were turned over to 33
Gtwups. Your reports back to the Ofrice show that 60
were receptive jto  first contact and that 4 were not ready
at this time. Three of these calls uroved  to be A.A. cases.
and in 9 instances no contact was’ possible. In the sami
period 51 general services involving use of Office facilities
were perf&rmed for members and groups, G speakers were
supplied. and 43 sets of literature were sent, out #to  per-
sons requesting information about Alcoholics Anonymous.

ELYRIA  CELEBRATES SIXTH
The sixth anniversary of the well established Elyria

group  will be celchrntcd  in St. Andrews  Episcopal Church,
Rlidtll[~ antI  ‘I’ltirtl oti  Wed~~twlay,  Fel~ruary  ‘ 2 ,  a t  8 : 0 0
1’. nI. ‘I’llr slw:llicr  w i l l  lie Frnnltlyn S .  o f  Lhnn Men’s
~rouj) o f  C’levelnttd. l)nttcing  ant1  riltcrtninment  will fol-
low thcb  nlecting.

LORAIN  COIINTY  CONSOLIDATED
Stjcaker  for the nionthlv  Lorain  Couiltv Consolidated

Ilrec’ting. Sunday evening, Iy’ebruarv  6, will’i)e  Leonard K.
of Borton group, Cleveland. To&end  Hall, 108 Middle
Ave., Elyrin  at seven o’clock.

WOMEN’S THURSDAY
tluitc  a bit of social activity was indulged in by the

Thursday Afternoon Women’s Group during and since the
holidavs. Thev were hostesses to a children’s nartv  on *
Ihx~n~hm~  2Gtli and persuatlcd  P a t .  C .  t o  a c t  as Sha
Claus,  and who tlistributed  toys and gifts as Howie 1,.  did
a Innslt:rful  job as BI. C. A social was held on December
:{Oth  and on New Year’s Eve an escellent  orchestra and
entertainment kept the crowd in all excellent humor,
thanks particularly ,to  Howie L. who again did a master-
ful iI1.  C. job.

Open IIouse will be held on Sunday, February G at 4:06
I’. Rl.  The speaker will Ile Dick S. of Akron. Entertain-
nicrlt and t~cfreshments  follow meeting.

EIJCLID-WADE
The new secretary of the Euclid-Wade group is efficient

and popular Dale W.
The group again lavishly en~tertained 197  children at

their annual Christmas Party, supplying them with gifts
and enteltninment.

167  adults saw the New Year in with great gusto at
the festive Annual Banquet and Party. Such yelling.

Johrl C. is program chairman for January.

W’ARRENSVILLE  INFIRMARY
Members are invited to help Infirmary inmates on

Thursdays by George F. R. who has organized a new
glwup. They hold their meetings in the Administration
Bldg.  at 7:OO  P. M.  Assembly at the Tower Clock just
prior is sttggested.

JOLIET PENITENTIARY
We received season’s greetings from the Fellowship of

Alcoholic Prisoners which interested and pleased us a
great  deal. Our good f’riend and former “barb,” W. Roy
IV.,  with fellow  Chicagoans was greatly instrumental in
organizinp  AA groups  in Joliet prison. Six groups, com-
prising 133  memhcrs,  are meeting regularly and are tak-
ing a11 intense interest in the program in the three prisons.

PARMA  FRIENDS - PLEASE NOTE
Friends of Parma  should know that the Saturday, Feb.

5th meeting will be held in Parnla  Community IIall,  Ridge
Road and Ridgewood at.8:30.  This is for this one night
only.
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CLEVELAND GROUP MEETINGS

.

SATURDAY
B R O A D W A Y  MEN’%-St.  J  ho n ’ s I.uth. Church. Cable at Broad . . . . . 8:30
CROSSROADS-Euclid Avenue Baptist Church, East 18th. . ...9 :oo
GI.ENVII.LE--10421 St. Clair __._......._.____._....................~........................... 9:30
LAKEWOOD  Sa t .  Nite--Redeemer  H a l l .  Andrew% n e a r  Detroit....8:30
MATT TALBOT-St.  P h i l i p  N e r i  C h u r c h ,  E.  82nd  and S t .  Clair....B:JO
PARMA-St.  C h a r l e s  C h u r c h  B a s e m e n t ,  Chnrles a n d  Ridgc...........8:30
RFDWOOD-Lutheran  Church, Oriole and E. 260th St. ________...__...  8:3o
TRINITY-TriniZy Evangelical Church, 3525  W. 25th St .._______.___..  8:3o
VAI.LEY  V I E W - C o m m u n i t y  C e n t e r ,  W .  7 t h  a n d  Starkweather......8:30
W. S. SOCTAL  CLUB, 4427 Pearl Road ___.._...___....____........................~  -8:oO
WINDEMERE-East Cleveland Women’s Club, 1747 Lakefront.-...9:00
8005 GROUP-8005 Lorain  Ave ._._._._.__.._.._____......................................~.~  8:30
EI.YRIA,  O . - S t .  A n d r e w ’ s  Episc. C h u r c h ,  M i d d l e  a n d  Third...-.8:30
OBERLIN. O H I O - K . o f P. HalI ____...._______..__..~.......~.  _  __.___.__.__.  . . . ..-m-9.00

BOWERY CORPS
Commissioner Donald McMillan  officially dedicated the

new Bowery Gorps  located in the heart of Cleveland’s
Skid Row, Saturday evening, January 15th,  before a
capacity crowd. It was an enthusiastic audience too of
Salvation Officers, Advisory Board members, special guests,
and a large showing of the forgotten men of Skid Row.
Brigadier Edward Carey, Divisional Commander, was the
Master of ceremonies, and introduced the Commissioner
and Mrs. McMillan.

Congratulatory addresses were made by Judge Lewis
Drucker,  of Municipal Court, an ardent believer in any
civic projeot to meet the problem of alcoholism, by Mr.
Hal Griswold, Chairman of the local Advisory Board.
Howard B. and Major Peter J. Hofman of the Social Cen-
ter, the man responsible for starting the work for alco-
holics on the row, all of whom were enthusiastic for the
new Bowery Corps, and promising to give the fullest
possible support to Captain and Mrs. Marshall in this new
challenge. The Social was also represented by a large
delegation of men who have found recovery through the
Skid Row meetings. Two members of the Corps Converts
Club were introduced ‘and  gave their personal testimonies,
as did Stanley G. and Frank McG,  members of the Year-
ling Club of the Center. The fine  Temple Band, aided and
abetted  by several of the visiting officers, gave a very
splendid account of themselves, and were most enthusi-
astically received.

When people ask me whether I think the A.A. program
will work, I am tempted to ask them in reply whether
they think a spade will work. A spade works only if
somebody works it.

THE LIFE OF AL AND BILL-No. 22

f 1-m  :\I.  t h e r e  i s  a  big  c h a n g e

is  Joh”.
H e  finnlly  learned  a n

Import.lnt  step in AA. IIc  doesn’t

S a y  B i l l .  havc >  011 nnticec hrlirre  IIE  i s  God  a n y  more.

rhange  i n  J o h n  D o e ?
t o  b o r e  m e  stiff.  Ile’s  a  difT
cuy. Cnflerslnlld  I1r  rhnnqe,
i,litll.

CO1.l  IN\VOOD--14709  S t . C!?!rN%%ee  __.________.______..........................  7:30
IjOAN  MEN’S TRAINING MkETING-2028  E. 105th St .___.______._  3:00
I.AICR\‘113W-CYO  Ilall, St. Aloysills  Church, E. 109th &  St. CIair..8:00
AI  ISI‘l,ETOE-l\lncC;illia  Ilome, 1560  Mistletoe nt  Wade Park __._.___  7:00
NlSWBL~1:GII--St.  Cntherine’s  Church, 3443 E. 93rd St .__.__._...__.._.  ..8:30
ol!l‘\\‘,\r’l’ll  (i\‘rer,l)-illlrl I i i  5x11:)11 .._.  __.___  4 :on
SI’ONSORSIIII’  ~fl’l’TIN(;-Glenville  Group. -16421  St. Clair Ave...2:00
‘I‘RhlNING  M E E T I N G - 8 0 2 3  Detroit  Avc  .._._....._._._..___..............~.......  8:OO
\VF.ST  SIDE-Trinitfy  Methodist. W.  99th and Madison _________.____._.___  8:30
WARR  ENSVILLE-Cooley  Fa rms  Rec rea t ion Room........... IO:00  A. M.
t;I<Kl;VA. O.-I!?I~.II’P  Ilospitnl 2 3 7 S. I!rrdway  _____.__.__. . . ...8 :3n
I.ORAIN,  O H I O - S t a g ,  A A  S o c i a l  C e n t e r .  7 0 0  Broaway....lO:OO A .  hf.

C E N T R A L  COMM!‘$T%~IDAY  my MoNTHIanna  Bulldlnn.  R o o m  3 7 0  ___.____.________  8:3o
3rd TUESDAY EVERY-MONTH

HOSI’ITI~I~  COMitlITTIII:--IIan”- Building. Room 370 ___.__.......... 8:30

.
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“As Others See Us”I
‘Not because we wish to be Hattered  or to chastise our-

selves with possible criticism, but more in order to get
perspective on our attitudes and actions, now that we
are sober, it is sometimes salutary “to see oursel’s  as
others see us!” as Robert Burns, himself a candidate for
Alcoholic Anonymous, so ardently wished.

One of our old-timers, greatly concerned about what
he called “destructive trends” in several groups in Cleve-
land visited us and demanded that the Bulletin “do some-
thing to stop that which would destroy the AA movement
in Clevelandl”

An opportunity to do so comes in an account of the
recent seventh anniversary  dinner of the New Castle,
Pa., chapter of Alcoholics.  Anonymous published in
The News of New Castle. Writlen  by Bart Richards,
a veteran of The News stalT,  tho report  presents  one
of the most objective viewpoints by an outsider that
we have read.

Richards, as we learned in talking
with him after the meeting, had
heard about AA but entertained only
the vaguest ideas as to its aims and
purposes. He walked into the as-
signment of covering the meeting
“cold” and the result is a tribute to
his ability.

He stated that several groups which attracted great
crowds were actually only using AA as a blind for op-
erating high-stake gambling dens. He also stated that
one had recently been raided by the police and that an-
other was due for a raid since slot-machines had been
iusta11cd  ns a nwnn~  for dvfrnying  high rent4  expense.

Using  Bill W’s  invnlunble “Twelve Traditions of AA”
ns his right to demand an expose,
this  crusader for “the return to
‘sanity’ and old fashioned AA meet-
ings” insisted that we bring this out
in the open  as a warning to other
groups who w e r e  p l a n n i n g  o n
“streamlining” their meetings so as
to cater to larger crowds whose pen-
chant was gambling.

“One might have thought such a
eatherinp.” Richards wrote. “would
be ma&d  by a hesitancy to  admit
their former fondness for liquor, or
that they might have been turned
suddenly into r a b i d reformers.
Neither was true.”

Thus the reporter got the idea at
once that members of this league
are neither embittered sour-pusses
nor Mrs. Grundys. Recriminations
and regrets contribute not at all to
living the new life. Today we are
happy and find joy in what we do.

Instead of learning

just the tricks of

the trade, why not

actually learn the

t&e.

Hot .Potato

“At no time,” says the New Castle
newspaper man later in his report, “was there any sup-
gestion of pride in their accomplishments, only gratitude
and humility and a desire to aid some one else through
their own experiences.”

The philosophy of AA could not be ~Jdk!r  put iu fewel

We recognize this as an extremely
hot potato.

I)rdicated  10  p r e s e r v e  t h e  tradt-
tions of AA and to maintain coop-
eration among the 87 groups in Cleve-
land who, though autonomous, must
be guided by group opinion, we re-
mind you of Bill’s warning, so as to
bring each group to an examination
of itself and its aims and purposes.

Is the group’s major and prime pur-
pose, the adisctlssion nnd development
of the AA program ? Or are enter-
tainment, cards and extra-curricular
activities that which occupies most of. ^the time of the mrmbersr

words.words.
Sharing the newspaper man’s belief that a reformelSharing the newspaper man’s belief that a reformel

is just a chap who condemns the other fellow for doingis just a chap who condemns the other fellow for doing
what the reformer would like to do but lacks the in-what the reformer would like to do but lacks the in-
:re~lneal  fortitude to early  out, Richard returns to that

“ThH  approach of the organization to the liquor habit
is not that of the reformer or the evangelist,  nor yet
the ‘do-gooder’ attitude. The strength of the organ-
ization is in mutual understanding of a common ]WdJ-

lem, and a willingness to lend a hand just as each of them
were lent a hand in time of need. * * * ”

Revealing his own feelings, Richards continues:
“Professionally this  was just  another dinner in a

list that runs into many hundreds. But this dinner had
something that called out more thnn just a professional
interest. It was marked by an old fashioned virtue of
which the world could use more of just now.
it honesty.

They call

“As a news article covering a current event, this article
has violated some of the fundamental rules of journal-
ism. At times perhaps it has smacked something of a
review and here and there has been a little etlitorinlizin~.

(Continued cm page  two)

We hear of too many instances where excellent AA
floor discussions have been disrupted by noisy murmur-
ings of impatient ,people.who wanted the meeting to close
so they could get to their cards.

Our visitor also complained about the many fund-
raising nctivitics such as raffles and drawings. H e  lo+
liered  they were desecrating and cheapening the name of
AA. We pointed out that some of these groups had great
overhead and these drawings were found necessary to
help pay the rent. His reply was that if a big treasury
was bheir object, they were trending on dangerous ground.
Better  that they retrench in their expenses and rededi-
cate themselves to what they were ostensibly organized
for-AA.

We believe that DO per cent  of our groups are operat-
inz  according to the best traditions of AA. But we do
think that we had better check up on ourselves as well
:IS  our groups more often. If gambling is getting out-of-
bound?, check it or eliminate it altogether. No group
~houltl  gamble on the fair name of AA and drag it in
the mud, as these two offending groups have done.
Nothing will destroy the respect of the public for AA
more quickly than a continuance of this trend and a
rc~l)ctition  of raids by a very indulgent and long-suffer-
inr*  I”lliw  delmrtincnt.

Let’s reconsecrate.
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“ * * * AS OTHERS SEE US”
(Continued from WC  as)

which any journalistic sophomore can tell you is wrong.
But it seemed the way to do it.”

We will try to  keep our simplicity, our humility, our
sincerity, our honesty. We may do it in our own way,
just as Richards wrote his story in his own way. We’ll
stay sober as long as we follow this formula. The old
fashioned virtue, of which Richards spoke, will find ad-
herents even outside AA as long as honest newspaper
men view men and events with such objectivity.

GRATITUDE
I have decided to double my financial contributions to

AA this  year . I intend, ovdr the course of the year,
to give at least twice as much as I contributed in 1948.

While I am a poor man, measured by the standards
whidh prevail now in this world, I am rich in benefits
obtained through my association in Alcoholics Anony-
mous. I have a little money in the bank. A ridiculously
small sum it would seem to the average man my age,
but it doesn’t seem so terribly small to me. You see,
the last few years in which I have been practicing AA
are the only years in which I have been able to accumu-
late anything at all. Before I stopped being a11 “ac-
tive alcoholic” . . . 11 drunkard, I had nothing but debts,
and sickness, a n d  tloul)L  aud fear a n d  general  h o p e -
lessness.

Now I And that there are so many things in lift 1 can
appreciate that I never even knew existed when 1 was a
problem drinker. My home is happy, I am myself, a happy
and reasonably contented man. I am understanding true
values in living for the first time.

I have not paid AA enough, either in money or service.
‘I feel that I have been unconsciously cheating a little bit.
I thought that if I went to the meeting every week and
put in $1 when the hat was passed I was doing my full
share.

But no matter how much service or money I find I am
- -  . ?‘Jlc to contribute, I’ll never for a moment forget that this

organization belongs just as much to the fellow who can
only contribute 10 cents a week as it does to me. There
are many who will be able to give more in both service
and money than I shall ever be able to provide, hut 1
don’t feel they have any greater claims, or obligations,
in connection with AA than I have.

What a joke! I used to ‘belly up to the bar and shout
that I was buying drinks for the house . . . set ‘em up for
everybody. In five minutes by the clock I used to get rid
of a $10 ,bill  in that bumptious manner a good many  ti1nes
every year. So when I became an AA I thought for a
long while that I would contribute $1 a week, the price of’
two highballs or one round of beer for a handful of the
boys. I felt rather noble, even about this.

Now I know better. Frankly, I have been cheating. My
sobriety profits, even for a poor guy who has to work for
his living are hundreds of times more than I have con-
tributed to AA.

So I’m aoinz to double it at once. Maybe, as I get- -
a little more accustomed to the idea of paying my own
way in all things, I’ll triple it. It wouldn’t hurt me a
bit to quintuple it.

And the same applies to service, too. I hope to be a
better AA in the rest of 1949 and in the years to come.

I do ,believe that each of us should examine his status
in life, and ‘his conscience, and give more in proportion
to what AA has been worth td  him. But if there are those
amongst us who do not have one red cent to spare . . .
let no one of us ever forget for a moment, AA is just as
much his as it is anyone’s. AA needs its members, broke
or affluent, and they need AA. It’s for us all, and let
no one ever forget it.

-Camel Club Chronicle, Marshalltown, Ia.
CORIPLIMENTS

Among the many letters and notes which accompany
renewals are many complimentary and heartening ones.
We modestly refrain from printing them all, but here’s
one which tickled us-“1  surely don’t know of a better
Christmas present to buy myself. My wife and I enjoy
reading our Central Bulletin. Season’s greetings. Thanks
for everything-Florence and Edward V.”

RUBBER BALLS AND TERMITES
I started to write about rubber balls and stone walls,

then I got to thinking about termites. Now I’m all con-
fused. Maybe I can get i t  straightened out.  Perhaps
there is some connection between them.

It’s like this. I once saw a kid trying to throw a rub-
ber ball through a stone wall.  You know what hap-
pened. The ball hit the wall and bounced back. But
the kid either wouldn’t or couldn’t learn. He kept throw-
ing the ball with all his strength until finally it flew
back and conked him right on the snozzola. Then he
yelled bloody m~irder  as though someone had done hi1n
dirt and wondered what had happened to him.

I also knew a man once who had a very fine house.
He .was  justly proud of it and never missed an oppor-
tumty  to show it to his friends--from cellar to garret.

However, the man went home one evening and to
his dis1nay found his beautiful home very snugly packed
in the cellar. What had happened? Termites. Unbeknown
Lo my friend these tiny bugs had crept into the underpin-
ning of his home and had kept gnawing aw-ay  until it col-
lapsed.

In AA we  find some who remind us of the boy with the
rubber ball. They go around bouncing their gossip off the
dmr:trt~t~  of thrir  fellow A A’s. Most  of tl1c  time this idle
I:ossip tlors just srhnl the 1,ul)ber  ‘lmll did. It Imcinccs right
IWIC ;~ntl  sn~ncks  the I‘cllow  who threw i t  in the nose. It
is forLun:kLc  that thta1.c  arc  some people one just can’t talk
llllout. ‘I’hrir  character  is such that gossip always I)ouncrs
off nn(l  that is true of most Ah’s.  A11d  somehow or othel
the few phonics are soon known even without the gossip
iiiongers. So it all adds up to the fact that the only fellow
the gossip hurts is himself.

Which brings us to the matter of the termites. This
gossip  is a most insidious termite. It destroys two of the
princil)nl  beams which support an AA’s own character-
tolerance and the fourth step.

Moses came down from Sinai with the ten com1nand-
ments. Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount, while
the founding fathers fashioned the Constitution. Aside
from rare  instances such as these, it is not given to any
ma11 to set a standard of conduct for another. And to
find fault continually with others is the surest way to
destroy one’s own popularity. The fourth step says,
“take an inventory of yourself,” not the other fellow.

My  grandma used to say “A dog that’11 fetch a bone
will carry one”--But there I go again. Pretty soon I’ll
have more figures in this piece than a Roxy Chorus.

\Vhat  I’m trying to get across is the philosophy of my
grandpappy,  who always said,  “IF YOU CAN’T SAi’
SOBIETHING GOOD ABOUT A MAN.  KEEP YOUR BIG
TRAP SHUT! ,  !” -Herschel G. II.

DRUNKENESS  TREATISE
\Vc’ve see11  this before, .somewhere,  but we don’t be-

lieve \ve  have published it-this very old “Treatise on
I)runkoless,”  author utlknown.
A., of Park IIeigbts.

It was sent in by William
“Dlunkeness  expels reason, drowns

memory, defaces the brain, diminishes strength,  inflames
the blood, causes  external, internal wounds, is a witch to
the body, a devil to the soul, a thief to the purse, the
‘bcggnr’s  curse, the wife’s woe, the children’s sorrow, the
pict!lrr  of a beast and self-murderer who drinks to others
good health and robs himself of bis own.”

The guy that wrote that must have known an alcoholic!
And  tlidn’t like what he saw, apparently.

RIINSTREL FOUNDER DIES
Just as n-e were going to press we learned that Bill

hlcClintock,  n-ember of Euclid-Wade. died in Crile Hospital
of Cancer. Hospitalized in December, he died Saturday,
Februa1.y 20th. He will be buried on February 22. Bill
spent many arduous hours in building  the Mack’s Merrie
Minstrels, who annually provide a lot of entertainment.
Started five years ago, these shows have become an in-
stitution a1:d  have enabled many Cleveland AA’s to de-
velop latent histrionic abilities.

Bill will be missed and it will be difficult to replace him.
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DISTRICT OFFICE NOTES
Your District Office received the following letter from

the Secretary of the Dusblin,  Ireland Group and felt that it
might be of interest to some of the Fellowship to write
to him.

“Dear Cleveland:
One of our visitors gave me, by chance as he was

not from Ohio, a copy of your booklet “A Way of
Life.” I would be very grateful if’ you could spare
us a few copies, as it is really excellent. I enclose
a few of our leaflets as a matter of interest.

We have just started our third year of existence
and have some 75 members. We have also started
Groups in Belfast and elsewhere, and hope to get
more going shortly. We hear from a few Groups
in Ohio, but have not so far had the pleasure of
a letter from Cleveland. Perhaps you might make
that deficiency good? I find our Group gets great ad-
vantage out of these letters from other AA’s all over
the world, especially the new men, who are brought to
realize the world-wide appeal of the Fellowship. I ex-
pect you have some Irish there. A good percentage of
members in the States seem to come from here orig-
inally. Wishing your Groups all prosperity and good
health in 1949,

Yours sincerely,
Sackville 0-C. PII.
Hon. Secretary, Dublin Group”

Anyone interested in establishing a correspondence with
the Dublin Group can call the Olficc for the address.

During the month of January, 68 calls for help were
received by your District Office which were turned over
to 33 Groups. Your reports back indicated 56 were re-
ceptive to contact, 6 were not ready and not interested,
in 5 cases no contact was possible and 1 was not an AA
case. In the same period 53 liaison services to Groups
were performed, 41 requests for literature were filled
and 9 speakers were supplied.

THE BULLETIN
The February  mailing  list of the Central Bulletin is

1903 which incl;des 65 g;oup subscriptions of 5 , 10 and 1 5 ,
as well as 157 which expire  in Februar.v.

We no longer have a “circulation manager,” so we would
appreciate cooperation from group secretaries in maintain-
ing the circulation or increasing it.

In order to produce the Bulletin at one dollar per year,
quite a bit of service is rendered without pay. The edi-
tors naturally receive nothing, nor does the mailing clerk
(our wife) who devotes many precious hours maintaining
the addressograph plates as well as the addressing itself.
Valuable aid in inserting and mailing is rendered by
Stewart I., who faithfully and cheerfully devotes a day
to this menial task.

We take this opportunity for thanking the many Bul-
letin Boosters  in most of’ the groups for their continued
cooperation.

BOWLING LEAGUES
On February lSth,  the Friday West Side 7;30 Shift

League showed the Lorain  Yanks still in first place but
with five points lead over the 8005’s. Pearl No. 1 crept up
steadily and is but seven points <behind  the leaders. Eleven
points separated them a month ago. In the 9:30 shift,
Berea and Collinwood were tied for the lead a month ago
with Angle in third and Trinity in fourth place. On
February 18th we find Trinity and Angle tied for first
with 55 points, leading Collmwood by one point and
desolate Berea bv six. Such is fame!

The Thursday- League shows Addison comfortably
situated in first place with a four-point lead over Subur-
ban. Roy E. of Brooklyn continues to ‘be the individual star
with a 196  average for the season. George W.  leads with
a nice 259 sinfzle.

In the East Side League, the fight between Allendale
and Mt. Pleasant No. 1 team is a dandy  with Allendale
being on top for the time being by one game.

E R I E
The Erie, Pa. group has engaged Judge Jim C. as its

I anniversary speaker on March 20th (Sunday) at 2:30 ,p.m.

DOAN  DATA
A new news reporter, Larry S., has determined to re-

store news about Doan in these columns each month.
Formerly of Salt Lake  City,  Utah,  and a newspaper
man, he will be a welcome asset to this large group
which averages 200 men in attendance each meeting.

Many visitors attended our 8th anniversary meeting,
February  16, rind  enjoyed the uninhibited and inspiring
Iclad of veteran Harry Ii., one of the founders of the group.
-.L---  _- CLARENCE -p~~~js~E~~~~.----‘~J”  ‘\

Sickness prevented our covering the eleventh anni-  ‘,
rersary celebration of Clarence S., held at Borton Group
on February 14th. We learned by the grapevine that many
old-timers attended and were treated to a most memorable
and jolly meeting which ended in the late evening with
surprisingly good barber-shop harmony.

Wonderful crowd-wonderful spirit-wonderful meet-
_/ ‘--- __ _- -.  __

XORAIN  AVE..-  THURSDAY
._. - -

After several years of faithful service as secretary,
popular 1-ernie H., asked to be relieved. One of the
founders of the group,  Tom T. is now at the helm and
nssures  his usual cooperation.

LEE - WEDNESDAY
Wynn W., hardworking secretary of the Lee-1Vednes-

day Group, celebrated his 8th anniversary rather quietly
on the secotld of Feljrunry.
OII  February 9th.

Corny V. celebrated his third

HEM’!  POLICE!
Cleveland will lose some extraordinary protection be-

tween the hours ot’  8:30 and 11:00 p. m. on Saturday,
~Iarch  5th,  when six of its stalwarts, brave men and
true, (who just incidentally are members of AA) will
appear on a AA panel at Trinity Group, 3525 W. 25th St.

These six outstanding men, each enjoying years of un-
interrupted sobriety are  Harold S., Tommy F., Paul S.,
Jack N., Joe I)., and Frank W. (the latter two are ex-
cops). Should be a novel meeting.

THURSDAY LADIES
Making  her first lead, Burnest  II., offered very impres-

sive and constructive thoughts at the Thursday Afternoon
Women’s Group on Thursday, February 1’7.  A hard work-
ing AA couple, Bess and George DeL., was feted on Feb.
19tlt  on their first anniversary in AA.

NEWBURGH
“Judicial Night” will be observed by the Newburgh

Group on Sunday, February 27th, when Judge Jim C.,
BnilitF  Pete McN.  and John B. of the mayor’s office will
appear on a panel. This should be a very interesting
mtcting  with these highly capable and brilliant men
ready to answer the many varied questions posed to them.

E .
Newburgh  Group meets in St. Catherine’s Hall, 3443

931~1  a t  8:30 sharp .

PEARL GROIJP
Jildgo  Jim C. was signed for life at the fifth anniversary

of the Pearl Group on  February 7th. He was the group’s
initial speaker and has inspired the group each year since
then. Attendance was over 100.

EAST SIDE WOMEN MOVE
Future meetings of the East Side Women’s Group will

be held in Emmanuel Church Basement, 8610 Euclid Ave.,
at 8:30 P. M.

JOLIET
W. Roy W. journeyed over to Cleveland from Chicago

last month to report that the Jotiet Penitentiary activity
has grown  to 207  in 10 groups. There are 30  men working
on this great reclaiming pro!ect. Tlte old  prison has 800
inmates and 80  of these are receiving the program. Last
montlt 87 applied for membership and 74 were culled out
as Pood  prospects.

“You were brought in here for drinkinp,”  lectured the
I)olice  sergeant to the inebriate.
Sarg,”

“Thash mighty fine,
replied the culprit, “lesh get started.”



4 CENTRAL BULLETIN FEBRUARY, 1949
t

CLEVELAND GROUP MEETINGS

c

“E  notice you have put down Mr. O’Reilly’s name as
a charter reference,” observed the boss as he scanned
the applicant’s letter asking for a job. “Do you think he
makes a good reference ?”

“Well, I don’t know about that,” replied the applicant,
“but he’s quite a character.”

“If you are a married man, who absolutely must drink
liquor, start a saloon in your own home.

Be the 0111~  rustomer  and you will not have to pay for
a license. Give  your wife $15 to buy a gallon of whiskey.
There are 128 glasses in a gallon. Buy your drinks from
your wife.

When the first gallon is gone, your wife will have $30
to put in the bank and $15 to start in business again.

If you live 10  years and continue to buy all your
booze  from your wife and then die with snakes, your
widow will have enough to bury you decently, bring
up your children, buy a house and lot, marry a decent
man and forget all about you.“-Makes Sense.

SAVE SALES TAX STAMPS FOR DOWNTOWN OFFICE

THE  LIFE OF AL AND BILL.-No. 23

I

f

end b u c k  up!
tllnnkful f o r . I & e m b e r  never

\

tn  Iwar wore t h a n  ~tle  k i n d  ot
tmllllle nt  a time.  Some  pople
hear tllrce kinds at oncenll  they
h a r e  h a d - a l l  they now  havp

Why should there be so and all they expect  to have.
trorrblc i n  this  w o r l d ?  It
9cts  m e  down!  S i n c e  I’m
I  can’t  h e l p  tllink  o f  t h e
\Vill  I  cvcr c a t c h  u p  a n d
d  my trwbles?  I  sure  f e e

--___-- -  .

COLl,IN\VOOD--14709 St. &I?rN%:uee  .__.__.______._.____.....  - _________ 7:3o
DOAN MEN’S TRAINING MEETING-2028 E 105th St .__..._.__._ 3:00
IAKEVIEW-CYO  Hall, St. Aloysius  Church, E. 109th &  St. Clair..S:Oo
hf  ISTIXTOE-hl~cC.illis  Home. 1560 Mistletoe at Wade Park-..7:00
NEWBURGII--St.  Catherine’s Church. 3443 E. 93rd St..- __-..~-_ 8:30
OllTWAiTE fSeuro)-7  111f1 I i i  s,na,, .._.. _.... .__  ._...____.__.__.._.  4  : 0 0
Sl’ONSORSIIII’  hlEETINC-Clenville  Group. 10421 St. Clair  Ave...2:00
T R A I N I N G M E E T I N G - 8 0 2 3 Detroit Ave  ._.__.___........._....~...~..~~  - .._.  8:W
WEST  SIDE-Trinit(y  Methodist. W. 99th and Madison ___.___I......__  8:30
\\‘ARREh’SVILLE:-Cooley  Fa rms  Rec rea t ion  Room..-....-.lO:OO  A .  M.
Gl-NBV.1.  O.--lXltnl’s  Ilorpital 237 S. Broadway  ___....._____..  ..______.  8 :30
LORAIN,  O H I O - S t a g .  A A  S o c i a l  C e n t e r .  7 0 0  Broaway....lO:OO A .  M.

C E N T R A L  CO^IhI:~Ti.‘TE~~~~~E~~“gfilRNTH oom  370.--..........-...a:30
3rd TUESDAY FXERY  MONTH

IIOSI’ITAI.  COrlhfII‘TI’IS--lI;lnn; Building. Room 370...-  _._......  8:30
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Editorial - Temper a Stumbling Block@
Temper is bad business. An outburst of it frightens Probably the greatest stumbling-block a person faces

other people; it often antagonizes them. It leaves the who is considering AA is in admitting he is an alcoholic.
person who indulges in it weak and sheepish. ’ Seething with remorse, self-recrimination, fear, self-pity

People who tend toward extremes in their living and in
their relationships with others, and this comprises all

and self-justification he still clings to a fast-ebbing hope
that he might work out this problem, if given more time,

alcoholics, are prone to express themselves violently. more consideration and more understanding.
Many of us have found that sobriety has not, as a Admit he’s an alcoholic? No, no, no! He could still

matter of course, brought that serenity of disposition convince his wife or his boss that he really meant it this
toward which all of us should strive. time! If they’d only give him just one more chance. As

Very often dry binges are started by fits of temper, and soon as those jitters left him, he’d be alright!
angry outbursts come during depressed spells. The two How often we listened natientlv to these last throes of
are associated. The introvert, will harbor his resentments, holding on to the
the extrovert will allow them to blow
un externallv. In either case the
cause i s  th;!  s a m e  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t
practically identical. The only dif-
ference is that the voluble extrovert
may frighten people more than the
sullen introvert.

quest&able “drinking~  -privilege’-the
drinks that were so necessary to in-
still courage  and self-confidence-not
so many next time, of course, but just
a few at the right time.

Now these outbursts, often caused
by inconsequential acts, slips of the
tongue or rolling of the eyes, are evi-
dence that complete sobriety has not

A,  yet been attained.
If we try to implement Step Four:

“Made a searching and fearless moral
inventory of ourgelves,”  many of us
would find that temper is one of the

defects of character, a very active
and challenging one, delaying the
making over of our lives.

In this habit of temper. an emotion-
al valve whose escaping.  steam often
scalds others, we need help just as in
the habit of drinking. We find as-
sistance  against both in the same
source: the Higher Power which controls our destiny.

t is practdly  a Jaw in

life that when one door

closes to us another opens.

The trouble i.+ that we ofterl
look with so eunuch  regret

ard  loq+g  upon the clos-

ed door that we don’t see

the me which has opened.

But before we frankly tackle a defect with the honest
aim of eliminating it, we must know its nature. A great
help to this end is the famous classic, “The Greatest
Thing in the World,” by Henry Drummond.

The greatest thing in the world, briefly, is love. And
the greatest threat to it, in Drummond’s view, is temper.
We quote a few of Drummond’s time-tested sentences:

“It is not in what it (temper) is alone, but in what it
reveals. This is w,hy  I take the liberty now of speaking
of it with such unusual plainness. It is a test for love, a
symptom, a revelation of an unloving nature at bottom.
It is the intermittent fever which bespeaks unintermittent
disease within; the occasional bubble escaping to the sur-
face which betrays some rottenness underneath; a sample
of the most hidden products of the soul dropped involun-
tarily when off one’s guard; in a word, the lightning
form of a hundred hideous and unchristian sins. For a
want of patience, a want of kindness, a want of generosi-
ty, a want of courtesy, a want of unselfishness, are all
instantaneously symbolized in one flash of temper.“,

These are strong words. This is a heavy indictment.
Even those of us who believe that Drummond, for effect,
may have overstated the charge will have to admit to his
basic truth. This bad business of temper is a problem,
for those of us afflicted with it, that cannot be smoothed
over or by-passed. With the help of a Higher Power it
can and will be solved in order to make more complete
the happiness of sobriety.

We believe that. . . . . .

Yes, we fought the inevitable too
before we finally capitulated. We
sensed that the faith, trust and con-
fidence of those people whose good
opinion we desired was at a too-criti-
cal stage and something had to be
done.

So we were sympathetic and under-
stallding. No  use in arguing with
him that he was wrong. No use in
trying to convince him he was an
alcoholic. How wisely our founders
worded that First Step-Admit YOU
are powerless over alcohol and that
alcohol has made YOUR life unman-
ageable. And by getting him finally
to agree to that qualification and by
keeping him on that thought,  we
steered away from that “horrible”
alcoholic qualification.

there are many active in AA who in-. . _ . .~tlnrtively  slmdder  at  ‘being  called an alcoholic. It is
understandable, for we know that many had succeeded
in covering their weakness from a goodly number of their
acquaintances. The old habit of maintaining a good front
stems from natural pride in trying to make a good im-
pression.

Isn’t it possible that we sub-consiously have a concep-
tion in our mind of what we thought an alcoholic was?
Such as a bum,-an outcast, filthy, diseased, craven and
unfit for human society? We believe that normal neonle
have that conception and now that we’re approaching
normalcy, maybe we have a tendency to forget that we
qualified as such once in awhile in the eves of some who
saw us at our worst.

So let’s not worry about i t .  Let’s just  analyze and
check ourselves on Step No. 1 and be ready to thank God
he left us the buttons to apply the other eieven.

Give yourself the “once over”-maybe you’ll locate the
trouble.

If you’re wrong and insist you’re right, you’re left.

NEW MAILING ADDRESS
To eliminate confusion and to expedite delivery of mail,

a postoffice box has been hired to receive all mails per-
tinent to Central Committee activities, such as Central
Bulletin, Hospital Committee, Consolidated Meeting Com-
mittee and such mail which is for group dissemination.
The box number is 6712. Zone 1.
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VALUED OLD TIMER PASSES AWAY
Cleveland area su,tered  a great loss when one of its

valued members, Joe L. C. passed away, March 4th.
Formerly a member of Bortonand more recently a mem*
ber of Shaker, Joe was reputed to #be one of the most
thorough and painstaking sponsors in this area. A keen
student, in his over nine years of unswerving constancy
to AA principles, Joe contributed much to AA in service
and devotion. He will be sorely missed.

CONSCIENCE CAlJSES  SLIPS?
Not so long ago an AA friend of ours told us about II

fellow who has been in AA for some years. He has had
as many slips as almost anybody we ever knew who kept
on coming back to the meetings after sobering up. This
fellow, when in his cups, likes to ‘brag  about how he used
to help other businessmen to avoid &x debts which they
lenitimatelv owed the zovernment. Now we all know
thit  when-one plays fast  and loose with fidelity in one
matter, the chances are very likely that he adopts the
same shady attitude about other things.

Is it not barely possible that here we hit upon the real
reason why this particular individual manages to have
but brief periods of sobrietv? Is it within the realm of
the reasonable that he has-not yet made up  his mind to
forsake those former ways of trickery  mtl  f~ylud?

We do not helieve a man can come into AA; pet his
sobriety and keep it, if he persists in those actions in his
everyday dealings with his fellow men which upset him
inwardly-which caused him to be conscience stricken.

- T h e  Screwba11.

OHIO STATE PENITENTIARY
During a visit by one of Cleveland’s exceedingly active

AA’s, Al F., of Lee Road, Friday, he learned that the
4000 inmates of Ohio State Prison had access to a 1ibrarF
which lacked the AA book. A very interested Warden
Ralph Alvis, promised cooperation in acquainting the in-
mates with the tentative program.

Al in the meantime is attempting to enlist the coopera-
tion of the Columbus groups in establishing groups in
the prison and maintaining supervision. He is now in
the process of raising money to supply the project with
100 books.

The great success of the Joliet. Prison venture  is spur-
ring him in his effort.

ALCOHOLISM STUDY
The Committee on Problems of Alcohol of the Welfare

Federation of Cleveland will hold a workshop session in
Hotel Carter on Tuesday, April 19th. with the opening
session at 9:30 a. m. in the English Room.

A luncheon will be served in the Grand Ball Room at
12:00 Noon with Anton J. Carlson,  Ph.D., M.D. of the
University of Chicago as the featured speaker. A third
session will be held from 2 to 4 p. m.

While this study is held primarily for social workers,
probation officers, members of the clergy, judges, doctors
and nurses, it should interest our members who wish to
broaden their activity as it affects community welfare. .

JUDGE DRUCKER OPENS COURSE
‘Judge Lewis Drucker,  of Cleveland Municipal Court,

will conduct an eieht-week course 011  “Alcoholism: Its
Causes and Control;;’ at Cleveland College, the downtown
center of Western Reserve University, starting Friday.
March 18th. The judge has made an- ‘Intensive-study of
the subject of alcoholism and is considered in many quar-
ters as one of the best informed in the country on the
subject.

The course will include information about, the factors
that lead to alcoholism, methods of treating the disease,
and tlte  role of the community in controlling the problem.

GOING TO TEXAS?
A Tri-State Conference of AA will be held April 22,

23 and 24, at Amarillo, Texas, and promises to be quite
an affair. Speakers include Dr. Bob S., of Akron, co-
founder. Further information can be secured by con-
tacting the Downtown Office, in rase you’re heading that
way.

HOT POTATO
The “Hot Potato” article in last month’s Bulletin evi-

dently stirred up quite a bit of discussion, and we are
glad that the article was so well taken in many circles.
Naturally there  were loud repercussions from  some quar-
ters, but that was to be expected.

No one likes to be stopped in doing something which
he feels is alright.  Sometimes, blinded to consequences,
our over-indulgence affects others. If we go to extremes
in anything, we are selfish. If we are selfish we are
defillitelv  unfair to others and thev Pet hurt.

If gaI;lbling  becomes an obsessiinand  tends to destroy
the finer instincts, such as family devotion, unselfishness,
responsibility, honesty, health care, etc., then it deserves
serious contemplation on the part of a person who has
found his spiritual answer  in AA. Otherwise he’s just
substituting one vice for another. If gambling has made
YOUR life unmanarreable  to the extent that vou have.~.
to lie and cheat at home and at work, you’d better  rededi-
cate yourself to Step III,  and use the Daily Plan to keep
you from this other- destroying telllpkitioli

It’s harder, according to one who was involved recently
in a -miserable Anancial mess because of mad devotion to
cn~ls,  to stop gambling thaIi drinkillg. We believe it.

So if vou :\rc in troul)le.  re:rtl  Stel) I. wnlncil\n  the word

I t ’s  a  TOUGH tight ,  hut ought to  be a citlch f o r  a
(;OOI) AA.

W1lA’l”S  T H E  U S E ?
“Man  conies  into this world without his colisent,  and

leaves it against his will. During his stay on earth his
time  is spent in one continuous round of contraries and
misunderstanclillgs  by the balance of the species.

In his infancy be is an angel; in his boyhood be is a
dcril; in his manhood he is everything from a lizard up;
in his duties he is a darn fool; if he raises a family he
is a chump;  if he raises a small check he is a thief, and
then the law raises the devil with him; if he is a poor
man. he is a noor manaPcr  and has no sense: if he is
rich, he is dishonest, but considered smart; if he is in
politics you can’t place him. as he is an undesirable citi-
%en;  if he goes to-  church, lie is a hypocrite; if he stays
away from church, he is a sinner altd  damned; if he
donates to foreign missions, he does it for show; if he
doesn’t. he is stinzv  and a ticht wad.

When he frst  i;tnes  into The  world, everybody wants
to kiss him; before he goes out. they all want to kick him.

If he dies young  thd;,e  was a grkat future before him;
if he lives to a ripe old age be is simply in the way and
living to  save funeral expenses.

This life is a funny road, Ibut {VP all like lo travel it
just the same.”

If you’re going  lo jump  at conclusions you c*an’t always
expect.  a happy l;lncling.

NOSTALGIA
We received a letter from G. Dewey S., IIOW residing

in Glendora, California, in which he describes how he
misses his Cleveland and Lakewood  friends. Typical of
all of us, he has forgotten the names and addresses of the
many persons who Hash through his thoughts as he sits
in reverie.

His “lonely heart” address is 651  East Alosta Ave.,
Glendora, Calif.  Even if you’re jealous of his proximity
to H~ltywood,  overcome it and write to him.

CALIFORNIA TO CLEVELAND
I’aul G.,  formerly of Gordorl  Square, and now  opcrat-

inK an AA nursing honle in Sacramento, Cal., at 1430
Eye St., cnmplimcnts  us on the B~lllrtin which he reads
avidly for news from “home.” He  opened the home iu
Dccembcr,  194’i, and states he’s doing well. His friends
in Ctcvrlatld  should be rlad to hear this.

SAVE SALES TAX STAMPS FOR DOWNTOWN OFFICE
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DOWNTOWN OFFICE ELECTS
Thirty groups were represented at the regular quar-

terly meeting of the Downtown Office Advisory Commit-
tee on February 24th,  and heard the annual report read
which further impressed them as to the great need for
its place in the community.

Hardworking Frank L., of Miles Men’s group was
elected to board membership for a three-year term sup-
planting Dick T., who gave valiant service during his
incumbency. Other members of the Advisory Committee
are Leo S., of Berea Thursday and Harry B., of’ Edgelake.
Leo S. was named chairman.

Office activity during the 11%day period from Novem-
ber 1, 1948 to February 20, 1949 showed that 249 requests
for contact were turned over to 69 Groups.

Reports: 201 receptive to first contact
19 not ready
22 no contact possible
7 not AA cases

2 4 9
149 sets of informative literature mailed out on request.
195 services involving use of office facilities rendered to

individuals and Groups.
21  speakers supplied.
38 Group contributions received.

DOAN  D A T A
A packed house, with many standing, heard Charley  S.

give a masterful and impressive lead at the March 9th
meeting. As a matter of fact more chairs will have to be
purchased to accommodate the better than 200  men who
attend  the weekly Wednesday meetings.

Bill T., our diligent secretary, is disturbed over the
listing in the secretaries’ roster which shows him residing
at 1890 Garfield Rd. It should be 1870. If you want you1
mail to Teach him, you’d better correct it on your sheet.
His wife wonders whether he’s living a double life, be-
sides having two addresses.

The Sunday Training Meetings have been discontinues!
because of lack of interest and support.

BOWLING
The Lorain  Yanks, who have enjoyed the rarifietl  at-

mosphere in first place of the Friday West Side (7:30
shift) AA Bowling League since the season started are
beginning to feel a draft. It’s a hot one, for both Pearl
No. 1 and 8005 are close on their trail. Only four points
separate the former f’rom  the leaders, while 8005 only
has one more to grab.

In the Friday (9:30  shift) Trinity finallv  overcame
Collinwood during the  month And  is leading &em  by five
points. Angle No. 3 snuck in unnoticed and unheralded
(except ‘by  themselves) and is in second place, three
points behind Trinity.

Allendale holds a lead of only three games over Mt.
Pleasant No. 1, in the East Side League, with Euclid
Wade Hearts and Glenville No. 1 each one game behind
the other in third and fourth places respectidely.

There was no report from the Thursday League.

TRINITY NIGHT SADDENED
“Police Night” attracted 350  to 400 people at Trinity,

Saturday evening, March 6th.
A rather somber note was struck, however, which was

reflected in every heart, for the chair of very popular.
industrious Lt. Paul S. was vacant. Paul was called to
his eternal rest Friday, February 25th,  and was buried
Tuesday, March 1. His death came suddenly from a
cerebral hemmorhage.

After a minute of respect for his memory was observed,
the six speakers, each now or formerly connected with
the local police department spoke with great feeling of
Paul’s devotion to man and to his God.

Paul will be sorely missed by his associates as well a9
his family.

1’ A R M A
The group listened to three outstanding  and “aged”

‘westsiders in three successive evenings last month. They
were Tommy F., the policeman, Cliff B., the inn-kqepcl
and Warren C., t.h$ milkman. Great meetings.

CONSOLIDATED MEETING
Town Hall, Sunday, April 24th at 4:00 P. M.
The April Consolidated meeting wili  be held in Town

Hall, 2612 Prospect Avenue, Sunday, April 24th,  at 4 p. m.
This departs from the  usual custom of holding it on the
third Sunday of each month.

At the Central Committee meeting it was pointed out
that the third Sunday fell on April 17th,  which was Easter
Sunday, but the members felt that this would make little
difference, and accordingly voted to hold it on that date.

However, the program committee found that the hall
was not available on the 17th and was forced to change
the date to the 24th.

The speaker will be Frank M. of Youngstown, who has
a remarkable message to offer. A very able, sincere and
humble speaker, he will leave a lasting impression on

every listener.

CENTRAL COMMITTEE
A generous other  by the Frank E. Durant Painting &

Decorating Co. to paint and decorate Room 3’iO  of the
Harms  Bldg. was accepted by W. T. Grogan  Co., man-
agers of the building. This offer was tendered through
Central Committee which has been given this meeting
room twice a month free for many years. The painting
roml~any  offered to do this in nllprcciation  for what AA
had done for one of their important staff  members.

Regular business was attended to. Treasurer’s report in-
dicated a balance of’ $81.25 which was gratifying. A
dollar more should be added to this total which was sent
by Al K. of Charlestown, W. Va., who was so concerned
about our  treasury on reading the Cclltral  Bulletin that
he sent in the dollar to help pay our bills. Thanks Al.
We’re alright  now.

ALLENDALE ONli YEAR OLD
011  Thursday, the “1st  of April, Allendale will cele-

t)rate  its first anniversary with Corny V. and Wynn W.
ns  speakers. An added entertainment feature will be
the 1949 Sweethearts on Parade with twelve individual
acts. Food will be plenteous.

TWO NEW SATURDAY GROUPS
Two new Saturday night groups  were formed during

the past month and are warranting their existence by
attracting many visitors.

St. Colimibkill’s group meets at 8:30  p. m. in St.
Columbkill’s  School Hall, 2642 Superior Avenue.

Gospel Center group meets in the Center, located at
6920  Lexington at 8:3O  1).  m.

NEW WOMEN’S GROUP STARTS
A new  women’s group held its first meeting on March

3 and has as its members a goodly number of highly
esteemed women. They will meet every Thursday eve-
ning at 8:00 p. m.  and will welcome any woman alcoholic.
Meetings are held in West Park Baptist Church, 15218
Lorain Ave.

Mrs. Edna K. is the initial secretary.

OTHER GROUPS CELEBRATE
The  Tiffin  group celebrated its fifth anniversary on

February Sth,  with 70 in attendance. Guests came from
Toledo, Fostoria, Fremont, Bloomville, Bucyrus, Attica,
Plymouth and Parnla-Cleveland.  Roy B. of Toledo, was
the  speaker.

The Galion  group celebrated its sixth anniversary 011
Saturday, February 2Cth.

GLENVILLE
After being forced to close for two weeks due to lease

difficulties, the Glenville group reopened its doors at 10421
St. Clair Ave. Regular meetings will be  held, as in the
past, Thursdays at 9:‘OO  p. IL and Satilrdays  at 9:30  p. m.

A new house committee and secretary (Pat C.) invites
all AA members and their families to stop in and visit.

His  thoughts were slow, his words were few
And never formed to glisten,
But he was a joy to all his friends
You should have heard him listen.
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CONNEAUT
The Men’s group members showed off their skill to
their wives in preparing and serving a supper prior to
their meeting Tuesday, March 8th. Several of the wives
confided in us that they were contemplating turning over
this department of their home chores to their husbands
in whom they had now discovered this surprising latent
talent. Nice way for them to act! Tsk!

Visitors were there from nearby Ashtabula. Fine group
-grand people.

A man rushed up  to the bookmaker and placed a $5
bill on a 20 to 1 shot. The horse won and the bookie gave
the bettor $105 in $5 bills. The man examined every bill
very carefully, which made the bookmaker angry.

“What’s the matter,. mister? Afraid of counterfeits ?”
“No, not at all. I JUSt  wanted to make sure the one J

gave you wasn’t here.”
-

LIST  O F  C O O P E RATIVE AA HOSPITALS
.\lcnbolic  Abstinence  N u r s i n g  Ilonw (MElrose  1635)  f&f).  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .- .
Rctty’s  Ilome  (SHadyside  4692)

‘8Oi~~‘Detmit  A r e.__.....___.__..__..___...
C h a r i t y  Ilospital (MAin  9400)

(M)  . . . . .._.__... _._.__.___._  3480 Scranton Road
(MW)  . . . . ..___..._.._  Central and E. 22nd  $,t.

(Iiwcln~lri  .4lcnhdic  C l i n i c  (l%prrw  8098)  (hIM’)........7809  E u c l i d  Ave.
D e a c o n e s s  I~vnnnekd  IIospitnl  (ITI orirla  Opill)  (hIW)....4233  Pearl Rd.
I%st Clevelar~d  c‘li.  i c  (Gl.mville  3 2 4 4 )  (bIW)............13240  E u c l i d  Avc
Fnrq~rharson’s  (SHadwide  8374)  CM  )..............___._...............  6 0 3 7  Pearl  R d .
hlacGillis Nnrsin~  H o m e  fR:\. 25561  tAl\Vl

..-.“’  ;‘- . . .  . .  .  . . . . . . ..I... ..___..  11...:.:15&  Qktletoe  Dr. at Wade Park
bt.  Fohn  s Hosplt?l  (Woodbine 5750) CM)  . .._..........._....  7911  Detroit Ave.

(11) tr,er*  o n l y . (MIV)  men a n d  w o m e n .  (W)  w o m e n  o n l y .

THE LIFE OF AL AND BILL-No. 24

f

I’d  t e l l  h i m ,  Al.,  t h a t  “there’s
rnacw  a  s l i p  ‘twst  t h e  c u p  and

\

t h e  l i p . ”  When you’re  an ,  you’re
on. When YOU’IY  off, you’re off.
1Vhcll  you’re half way off, yoo’re
neither off or on.

W h a t  a d v i c e  w o u l d  y o u
Bill. to someone who has
culty i n  g r a s p i n g  t h e pro
Ire  MYS  he wants it, but .

/

dlmnol

SUNDAY
COT,l.~NWOOD--14709  S t .  Clair  Avcnuee  ._._.___.~__._.__._...........~.........  7:3O
LAKEVIEW-CYO Hall. St. Aloysius  Church. E. 109th &  St. Clair..E:OG
M  lSTl.ETOE-hlacGillis  Home. 1560 Mistletoe at Wade Park........7:00
NlrWB[‘RC.H-St.  Catherine’s Church. 3443 E. 93rd St .____.....____..____  8:30
OUTWAITE (Nelfro).-7  lop f+sqaa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..-..“--“““‘4.00
SI’ONSORSHII’  h Ek.TIN(.-Glmwlle  Group. 10421 St. Clmr  Are...?:00
TRAINIh’G M E E T I N G - 8 0 2 3 Detroit hve  ._.._....._..__._.._............  _  ._......_ 8:OO
WEST SIDE-Trinity Methodist. W. 99th and Madison ._......._._______  8:30
WARRENSVILLE-Cooley  Fa rms  Rec rea t ion  Room..-..-.lO:OO  A .  bf.
C E N  E V A ,  O.-fjord’s  tlospital  2 3 7  S .  B r o a d w a y  .._......_..____.___........  8:30
LORAIN,  OHIO+tag.  A A  S o c i a l  C e n t e r .  7 0 0  Broaway....lO:OO A .  bt.

C E N T R A L  CO,;M:~~~~~~~~~~~o,MR~  370...---........8:30
3rd TUESDAY EVERY MONTH

HOSPITAI.  COMMITTEE-Havw;.  B u i l d i n g .  R o o m  370...-..-.8:30

F O R  A U T H O R I T A T I V E  A A  I N F O R M A T I O N
A N D  L I T E R A T U R E

Ah  CLEVEIAND DISTRICT OFFICE-1007 Schofield Bldg..XH  7387
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Editorial-Passport
A passport is a necessary document for all who travel

in foreign lands. It identifies the bearer, establishes
nationality and citizenship beyond dispute, gets him past
frontiers and barriers and is the means of bringing him
safely home.

As the writer of these lines undertakes a two-months
journey in the Near East and Europe the thought comes
to mind that more important than the paper which pro-
claims citizhnship,  is the unwritten passport which says:
I am a member of Alcoholics Anonymous.

In a national passport there are provisions as to what
the holder may or ,may not do. Certain countries cannot
be entered, certain re-gulations  must
be observed in others.

In an alcoholic’s passport there are
provisions, too. They are the Twelve
Steps. Imperative is the injunction:
With the help of God I will not take
a drink today. Indulgence is a realm
whose frontier is forever closed.

Now a national passport creates
respect. It  lends prestige. It  an-
nounces that the bearer is one of a
great group of people that is power-
ful and decent.

An alcoholic’s passport, although
those with whom he comes in contact
may not know he ‘possesses it, alsc
inspires respect .  I ts  possession is
evident alone in the conduct of’ the
bearer.

There +ll  be times when high offi-
cials,, with the best intentions of hos-
pitallty,  will offer a drink. Ordinary
people, to show their good will, will
p?ss.  the cup.  .. . .I t  is  then that  the

Iij.i7
Ifi.t

The only lellow  you
should try to ‘get  even--.
with is the iellow  who

has done you some
good.

alconolic  must call  on ms unseen passport for protection

Constancy
We read a quite humorous story-in the New York

Herald Tribune’s “ 7’
Smith.

\ lews of Spelt”  column ,by writer Red
It  was t i t led “A Very Pious Story.” In i t  he

described a horse player who couldn’t win a bet-who
wore patches on his pants from the way even odds-on
favorites ran up the alley when he backed them. Com-
pletely licked, he sought advice and was told to change
his errant ways, go to church, become a decent God-
fearing and respectable citizen, and maybe his luck would
change.

Questioning whether he dared bother heaven with his
twulh2s  or whethe they understood horse-racing up

GETTING EVEN
0

Some people, especially among those abroad where drink-
ing is considered natural, may be offended. But most will
respect the wishes-or perhaps they think the idiosyn-
crasies - of the foreign visitor. But whether he offends
socially or not, the bearer must observe the regulations.

Violation of the provisions of a national passport en-
tail its confiscation. The same is true with an alcoholic’e
passport. Violation brings the loss of all the privileges
and prerogatives of sobriety, of citizenship in the great
fellowship of A. A.

There is a difference, however, between the passport
which opens doors and permits travel abroad, and the

’ passport carried by an alcoholic. When the weary tra-
veler returns home he can ,put  aside the little document
until such time as he wishes to wander again. The alco-
holic can never lay down his passport. It must be with
him always. It is just as necessary at home as it is over-
seas, for the great dream of sobriety, the land where
blessings are without number, the region where visions of
yesteryear become the realities of today, knows no na-
tional frontier, no geographic restrictions, no passing of

t i m e .
Loss of a passport is to be guarded against with thr

grbatest  vigilance. Loss entails great difficulties in the
case of a national document. What it entails for the al.

coholic need,s  no recounting-the loss of identity, revoca-
tion of citizenship in the league, condemnation to \Gantler-
ing in the wasteland as a man without a spiritual country
So those of us who have been fortunate enough, by the
grace of God, to be issued an alcoholic’s passport tc
sobriety and happiness will guard it with our very lives.

there,  he decided to do it. So he-well-t
to church, sat attentively, joined in
the hymn singing and put his buck
on the collection plate and went back
to  his room to wait for “the sign.”
But l\one came in the night.

lNest  day he goes to the track, but
he don’t buy a scratch sheet or racing
form. He just takes the program
and studies the field, waiting for “the
sign.” But no inspiration came right
away, so be doesn’t bet on the first
couple races.

Suddenlv.  as he’s lookinc  them ovel
for the tllird,  something tells him tc
bet on Horse NO. 4. “Lord, 1’11 do it,”
he says, and he rushes down to put
the last fifty bucks he’ll ever be able
to borrow on Number Four to win
and he goes back to his seat waiting
for the race to begin.

Throughout the race be gets ex-
cited and he orders the jockey through
his newly found medium what to do
amazement everything he asked forand to his joyousI

came through.
As the horses came down the stretch, the horseplayel

became worried and he says, “Now Lord, now we move.
Tell that kid to go to the stick”! Sure enough the boy
outs with his bat and really “scouges”  the horse who lays
his ears back nnd yeally  digs in.

He closes ground stride bv stride, but the kid in front
also puts his horse to a drive. “Please Lord,” the guy
says “please let my horse get out in front. Gimme one
call on the. top end anyway, please”!

Number 4 keeps coming. At the eighth pole he’s got
the leader collared. He’s past him! He’s got the lead by
two lengths.

“Thank you, Lord,” ‘the guy says, “Now 1’11 take him
from here. Come on you blankety, blankety blank’.”

The story struck us as being apropos of some AA en-
counters. In desperation all of us sought help frantically
and with little faith that AA had the answer for us. But

we went through with the program. What did we have
to lose. We’d try anything in our desperation.

And as the miracle began to happen and we joyfully
saw our prol~lems solved, one by one-job back, health
restored,  fanlily  reconciled,  npw  friends, old friends for-
given us, we forgot  tllc Solver of our problem, and started
to  run our own life again. Back to the old rat-race of
deception, evasion of responsibilities.

Small wonder that so many have trouble. Are we fickle
01’ inconstant by nature? How many hmps  do we

(Cmrtilrrrcd 011  /)ole two)
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CONSTANCY
(Continued from )agc one)

have to take before we finally realize that we must re-
main constantif we truly want to live and to be an
asset to the community rather than a liability?

The Third Step must be applied daily-yes hourly, if
necessary, to train us into constancy. It means effort and
concentration, but the reward is great, if we want it badI>
enough.

THE ALKY’S TWELVE STEPS
From the April issue of the Grapevine we reprint :I

very humorous satire on the Twelve Steps but which por-
trays in remarkable succinct fashion the twisted mind of
a true alcoholic who wants no part of the program. It
was submitted by J. F. D. of Wimington,  California.

The first line in the fifth chapter of Alcoholics Anony-
mous reads as follows:

“Rarely have we seen a person fail who has thoroughI)
followed our path.”

In taking my inventory I found that I followed a path
to destruction which I have condensed into 12 Steps
assuring anyone in doubt that I became a candidate fol
A. A. by thoroughly following this path. They are as
follows:

(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)
(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

I stated that I could hold my liquor and was mastel
of my life.
Believed I was sane and rational in every respect
Decided to run my own life and be successful in
all my undertakings.
Made-a thorough and searching inventory of my
fellow man and found him lacking.
Admitted to no one, including God and myself, that
there was anything wrong with me.
Sought through alcohol to remove my responsibili-
ties and to escape from the realities of life.
Got drunk to remove these shortcomings.
Made a list of all persons who had harmed me,
whether imaginary or real, and swore to get even.
Got even whenever possible, except when to do SC
would further injure me.
Continue to find fault with the world and the people
in it and when I was right, promptly admitted it.
Sought through lying, cheating and stealing to im-
prove myself materially at the expense of my
fellow man, asking only for the means to get drunk
or stay drunk.
After having had a complete moral, physical, and
financial- breakdown as the result of this kind of
living, I tried to drag those who were dear to mt
down to my level and practiced these reasonings ir
all my affairs.

It should be understood that this inventory in its es-
sence, is mine alone. Any resemblance to that of anyone
else is purely coincidental.

Incidentally the Grapevine is a wonderful publication
and easily worth the $2.60 per year which it costs.. Mail
subscription to A. A. Grapevine, P. 0. Box 85, Knicker-
bocker Station, New York 2, N. Y.

A prominent St.* Paul doctor made a very impressive
speech recently on the subject of “Alcoholism”. Among
other things the doctor said alcoholics, suffering a craving
for liquor, could appease their appetites by eating candy.
It just happened the doctor’s speech was aired by a local
network and the broadcast was heard by the doctor’s wife.
The physician returned to his home that evening, tire?
after a hard day’s work, “I’m exhausted”, he said to hi:
spouse. “I made a speech this morning and saw dozen:
of patients this afternoon. Could you bring me a nice
Martini cocktail?” His wife returned from the kitchen a
few minutes later. She carried a tray on which reposed
a cocktail glass. The thirsty doctor lifted it to his lips
then paused as he saw it’s contents - a half dozen cho&-
late bonbons.

ALCOHOLISM IS A DISEASE
In Los Angeles, a jury in Superior Judge J. Frank

Moroney’s court unanimously decided that chronic alco-
holism with accompanying mental deterioration is a dis-
e a s e - n o t  a  h a b i t ,  -

Bv its decision Georee R. 58. former auto works owner
and”a  patient in Cam&ill0  State Hospital since 1945,. i:
entitled to monthly disability payments from the Pacific
Mutual Life Insurance Co.

The company had opposed a suit brought by the pa-
tient’s guardian, on the ground that alcoholism could not
be considered a sickness. The guardian stated that R
had taken out two disability policies in 1926 with the
company and that the company had refused to make the
$350.00  monthly payment.

Both the company and the plaintiff produced physicians
in court who gave varying opinions as to the propel
designation of alcoholism.

In returnine  the verdict after two hours deliberation
members of t‘he  jury disclosed that they had disagreed
themselves on a question submitted by the judge asking
whether alcoholism, not accompanied by mental symptoms
can be considered a disease.

The majority, nine, said it did not. Two said it is, and
one member nl)st.ainetl  from  voting. Ultimatelv  a unani-
1110~1s  verdict was returned.

c.

CENTRAL COMMITTEE
Quite a large crowd attended the April Central Com-

nlittec  meeting and heard the treasurer report a respect-
able balance of $103.46. They also heard the Central
Bulletin report which stated that 1873 March Bulletins
\vere  mailed to subscribers ~1~s  80 to Downtown Of&c
and three welfare institutions. The editor pointed out
that monthly subscription expirations averaged 150  and
that renewals and new subscriptions just about kept apace
thanks to the dilieence  of most secretaries.

A protest was offered  by mcxnbers  of the Alcola  Club
6409  Detroit Avenue, who objected to the “Hot Potato”
article which appeared in the Februarv Bulletin and
demanded a retraction. Reference was made in this article
to gambling trends in A.A. groups and specifically re-
ferred to one which had been raided by the police. The
complainant explained that the club had been harassed
by police and that the wife of Darby W., manager, hat’
been taken in for questioning. but had been released be-
cause of lack of cause. The &b  has been conducted as r
haven for A. A. who sought companionship. Over 50C
people are members and scarcelv  20 ulav  cards. A tele-
vision set affords many great hive&ion. According tr
Darby  W., it has been operating at a great personal loss.
Quite a number arose to defend the need of the club
ideally located within easy access to all westaiders and
people downtown. Thev do not operate under the name of
Alcoholics Anosmous.  in  soite of the article which annear-
ed  in the Cleveland Press -which  indicated that it did.* Tht
Bulletin regrets that our informants gave only  Dart  of the
picture and herewith apologizes for conveying a damaging
impression of the work which this club is doing.

The Consolidated Meeting Committee reported their
plans for publicizing the quarterly meeting of April 24,
at  which Frank M. of Youngstown will speak. A good
crowd is expected at Town Hall, 2612 Prospect Ave. at
4 1).  III. It will be an open meeting.

CAPTAIN EASY
W’e  have been followine the fortunes of Cautain Easv in

the comics and are wondering whether the c’artoonist  “ha:
read the A. A. book or has followed the fortunes of an
A. A. member. Very familiar technique is portrayed.

ADDISON CHANGES SITE
The Addison group now meets in spaciolas  Westminster

Church, located on the northeast corner of Addison road
and Wade Park Ave., at 8:30  p. m., every Monday evening.

Food for thought: Many resolutions-but never a
clrrision.
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WARRENSVILLE INiIRMARY
An earnest plea is being made for sustained visit01

and worker support in the women’s alcoholic ward at
Warrensville. These women need help and encouragement
and many of them are sincerely interested in learning
more about A. A.

Hilda H. of Broadway-55th who has devoted incredible
energy in building interest in this work, is being forced tr
the sidelines because of ill health. Mrs. Iva J. W. is the
new chairman and pleads for speakers who will come tc
address and counsel the inmates. Thev meet Thufsday
evenings at 7 p. m. in the Administraiion  Building, en-
abling the visitor plenty of time for later activity, as only
one hour is permitted at the Infirmary.

SUPERIOR GROUP
Our energetic and hard-working chairman, Hal P. really

lined up a fine slate of speakers for the Superior Groul:
for the month of April. On successive Tuesdays we are
privileged to hear Frank W., Jim B., Pete McN.  and Frank
S. Taken as a whole the slate may be considered a course
of basic education in A. A. for any new man or woman
and brush-up course for those older in the program.

EUCLID-WADE PLANS PICNIC
Quite a few new faces are in evidence at the regular

Tuesday night meetings of the Euclid-Wade group.
Plans are under way f’or  the annual pictlic  which will

be held July 10,  at Wiggins Lake. The Lee Road, Fridal-
group is collaborating as in the past. Ail A. A.‘s  in thi!:
area are welcome.

In charge of the picnic are Max L. and Jimmie J. of
Euclid-Wade. They will be aided by Bill F. of Lee Road
Friday and criticized by Ed B. of the same group.

There will be games for children, swimming undcl
supervision of a life-guard and other activities.

Incidentally, July 10, will mark the seventh anniversary
of the  Euclid-Wade group.

OBERLIN CHANGES SITE AND NITE
The Oberlin group has made two vital changes. They

now meet in American Legion Home, located at South
Main and Hamilton Sts. at 8:30  p. m. on Fridays. They
formerly met on Saturday evenings.

TAPCO ORGANIZES
Twenty-two employes of the Thompson Products Co.

have organized a plant gropp and titled it the Tapco
Group. They held their first meeting on Thursday, March
17th. The secretary is Melville S. of Mentor, O., and the
first chairman is Larry S. of Chardon.  The group is fol
employes only.

MILLERSBURG
The Millersburg Ohio Group, located near Wooster, has

summoned quite a few Cleveland speakers in recent
months. They now meet in the basement of St. Peters
Catholic Church on South Monroe St. This since April 12.

GLENVILLE
A new fifteen inch television set has been purchased

and installed in the Glenville club rooms and all AA mem-
bers are welcome to watch the show any evening.

Rev. McM.  impressed the group in his first lead. Hi?
story made a deep and profound impression on the
listeners.

MANSFIELD
The Mansfield Tuesday night group attracted & great

crowd which included members from Marion, Bucyrus
Galion,  Ashland, Loudenville, Mt. Vernon and other
groups. Warren C. of Cleveland, ten years dry, was the
attraction. The theme of his talk was “AA’s Assets
and Liabilities.”

NEWBURGH
The seven year anniversary of Johnny McG  was ob-

served by meny  of his friends at the April 17th meeting
of the Newburgh  group, in St. Catherine’s Church,  3443
East 93rd St. Johnny’s faithfulness and steadfastness
was rewarded.

AA DISTRICT OFFICE
While the principal purpose of your District Otfice  is

to make it easy for people interested in learning about the
program of Alcoholics Anonymous to obtain information
and contacts, it also serves the membership of Alcoholics
Anonymous. Following is a list of some of the ways in
which the District ORice  serves members of A. A. You1
District Office

1. Simplifies city-wide intergroup communication.
2. Serves as a point of contact between A. A. and the

anonymity of the membership can be preserved.
3. Supplies out of town visitors with meeting infor-

mation.
4. Is a source of information for Cleveland members

as to A. A. activities and contacts in other cities
5. Serves as a point of contact for members of A. A.

in other cities who are interested in communica-
ting with members of A. A. in Cleveland.

Since the last meeting of the Office Advisory Committee
on February 20, 1949, your Office has received 62  re-
quests for A. A. contact which were turned over to 26
Group Secretaries. Their reports show that 48 of these
were receptive to first contact, 9 were not ready at thi:
time, and in 5 cases no contact was possible. In the same
time 11  speakers were supplied, 42 sets of literature were
mailed out to i~t‘rsons  seeking information about the pro-
gl’a,ll, and 61  various services involving use of Office
f’ariiities  wrre  performed for members and Groups. Budget
approved  November 18, 1948, $10,070.00.  Contribution:
received to ApI,il  G, 1949, $3,616.01.

BOWLING NOTES
The  bowling season  is nearing its close in all foul

leagues, and prize distribution will be made at the inevi-
tai)ie  banquets which seem a necessary part of league
activity.

For the  forty teams which bowl at the Franklin Alleys
a banquet will be held May 12, at 7 1).  m. in the Allerton
Hotel, Mather  Room. It is open to all A. A.‘s  and friends
To make  reservations before May 5, one should call
SHadysIde  9566.

The Addison group leads the tied Suburban and Valley
View teams in the Thursday league by eight points an?
are apparently coasting in. Jerry W. cracked a beautiful
278 game to pull his average up to 173, quite a distance
from Roy E., who holds a neat 195 average. Incidentall)
Roy  is a member of the Denison group.

In the Friday, 7:30  Shift League, the Lokain  Yanks are
still in first place, but their lead is challenged by Pearl
No. 1 and 8005 No. 1 who are tied for second place, a
scant three points in the rear.

In the Friday 9:30  Shift League, Angle No. 3 is in first
place, leading Trinity. by two points. The scrap will
probably  be between these two teams to the finish as
Bercn,  in third, is quite a bit in the rear.

In the Eastside  T,eegue,  Allendale leads Mt. Pleasant
No. 1 by live games. Arcade lags two games behind in
third place.

CROSSROADS ATTRACTS HUGE CROWD
Over 350 people helped the Crossroads group celebrate

its fourth anniversary on Saturday, March 12. St
Patrick’s Day was prematurely observed as significant
favors were passed out to each person.

After a splendid talk by Irishman Johnny G., of Glen-
ville, entertainers took over and made the occasion a most
inemorable  one.

RYAN’S HOSPITALIZE WOMEN
Announcements were sent to all groups that Ryan’:

wkre  opening a hospital for women. Objections of neigh-
bors to a hospital caused its’ closing after a week. Women
patients are accepted at 8023 Detroit, completely segre-
gated from men patients.

SAVE SALES TAX STAMPS FOR DOWNTOWN OFFICE.
.
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M O N D A Y
.\DI)ISOS-Westmillster  C h u r c h ,  K.E. Car.  r\ddisoll  &  \Vndc  l’arL..P:.:O
BORTQN-E.  Cleve. Con&  Church. Page &  Euclid .___........._______..........~  8:45
DETR6IT  hlONDAY~-8023  D e t r o i t  Avc .__.._....___._.._.......................  8:30
FAIRMOUNT-St. Paul’s Episcopal. Fairmount  a n d  Coventry......S:JO
LAKE SHORE--Legion Hall. 1372 Warren Rd..

Dinner at 7:00 P. hf. hketing  . . . ..______.____..._........................................ 8:30
LAKEWOOD-ORCHARD GROVE-Community Center Bldg.

Detroit Ave. and St. Charles _..____________..___............................................  8:30
LAKEWOOD  M E N ’ S - S t .  P e t e r ’ s  Episc..  W .  C l i f t o n  &  Detroit........B:lO
L E E  hlONDAY-First  I’rel;b.  Church.  1-.  (‘Ieve..Nela  and E u c l i d .  f3:dO
l.ORAIN  AVE.-Banater Hall Annex, W. 120th at Lorain  . . . .._..........  8:30
MARINE H O S P I T A L - E . 124th and Fairhill  ____........_..__._.........  _  . . . . . . . . . . 7:30
PEARI- Corpus Christi Basement, 4202 Stickney  (E. of Pearl Bd)..8:30
S H A K E R  H E I G H T S - C h r i s t  Epwz., Church, 3451 Warrensville....8:30
SOUTH EAST GROUP-Holy Name Hall, 8328 Broadway ._._.__.........  8:30
UNION-12907 Union Ave ..____.__._.________.....................................................  8:30
WEST 25th ST.-Marvel  Hall, 2858 W. 25th St .__._........___.................  8:30
WILLOUGHBY-Presbyterian Church, Wil loughby, 0 . . . . ..___...__.._...  8:30
\VO.\lEN’S-East  Side--Emmanuel  Church, 8610 Euclid .___...__..__.__....  8:30
WOMEN’&West  SidtWest  Blvd. Christ.. W. Blvd. &  W. 101....8:30
hfEDINA. O.-St. Paul’s Episcopal Parish House ._......._......................  8:30

THURSDAY
ALLENDALE-St. Paul’s Eymc.  Church. 15837
ANGLECt.  hfalachi’s C h u r c h .  2 5 4 9  Washi
BROADWAY-SSth--Our  L a d y  o f  L o u r d e s
COVENTRY-Fairmount Presbyterian Chaps

Euclid Ave .__._...  :..._ 8:30
&on Ave . . . . . . .._....._._.......  8 :30
School Hail________....___._._.  8:30

:I. Scarborough ._._._._._._.  8 :30
GLENVILLE-10421 St. Clair  _____......_._._____................................................  9:OlJ
LORAIN  AVE.-Banater  Hall Annex, W. 120th St. at Lorain  ._._..__  8:30
OUTHWAITE-(Negro) Woodland Center. 7100 Kinsman __._._.______  8:30
THIIRSDAY  A F T E R N O O N  W O M E N - 6 4 0 9  D e t r o i t  Ave ..___....._..  2:OO
WARRfiNSVILLE-(Infirmary) Administration Bui ld ing  ._.___........ i:oO
WEST SIDE-7403 De&on  Ave . . . .._._.__..._.........~.......................  lo:30  A. M.
\\‘EST  PARK WOMEN--\Vcst  Park  Baptist Church, 15218 Loraio 8:OO’
WYAND(YTTE-Redeemer  H a l l .  Andrews  a n d  D e t r o i t  (rear)..........8:3fl
BEREA O.-FineArts  Club-E.  bagley  Rd., 3 drs. east of E&tIaod..8:30
EAST LKE-Vine  and Campbell, Willoughby, 0 . ..__....____.__.__.___._..__  8:30
GENEVA, O.-Townsend Hall. Main St., west of Broadww  . . . . . . ..___.._._  8:30
PAINESVILLE,O.-33  N. State St., Third Floor __________..________............  8:30

CEDAR-Salvation Army, 2181 %!!*!?spfhy  St ._____.._____.._._._.........................  8:lS
GORDON SQUARE-St. Helena’; Hall. 1367 W. 65th St ..___._.._.___.  8:30
LEE ROAD-2056 E. lOSth,  K. of P. Hall _..__..____.__.............~...._.....___..  8:30
hIILES  MEN’S-Stag Group, 4141 E. 116th St .____________._.._...............  8:30
N O R T H E A S T - 2 0 2 8 E. 105th St . . . ..____.__.._.____........................................  8:30  -
R O C K Y  R I V E R - S t .  C h r i s t o p h e r ’ s  H a l l ,  Lakeview  off Detroit......B:JO
ST. JOHN’S H O S P I T A L - F i r s t Friday o f each month . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30
WEST SIDE YOUNG PEOPLE-St. Rose’s Hall, W. llbDetroit....8:30
BEREA-Social  room of Berea  Gong.  Church. Seminary and Church..S:JO
CHAGRIN FALLS, O.-American Legion, E. Orange St .__...._.___...._....  8:30
CHARDON.  O . - T h r a s h e r  H o u s e ,  W a t e r  S t . ,  Chardon  0  .  ..____._..._..__  8:30
EUCLID, O.--lIoly  Cross Church. E. 200th and Lake Shore Blvd.....8:30
L O R A I N - A V O N - I  1 1 2  W .  E r i e  S t . .  Lorain,  0  ..__._.__......_...................  8:30
MENTOR. O.-Mentor Methodist Church ____._...__.____._._............................  8 :30
OBI-RI.IS, O.--American Ixgiot! IInwe.  S. hl;till  nn~l Ilnmillwl  S:30

LORAIN  CONSOLIDATED
011  S u n d a y ,  May l s t ,  g r i z z l e d  a n d  d y n a m i c  J a c k  C . ,

o f  R o c k y  Rlvcr, w i l l  g i v e  o n e  o f  h i s  f o r t h r i g h t  a n d
e f f e c t i v e  t a l k s  b e f o r e  t h e  Lorain  C o u n t y  C o n s o l i d a t e d
Meeting in Townsend Hall ,  Elyria,  at  ‘7:00 p.  m. A large
crowd is expected.

P l a n s  a r e  b e i n g  m a d e  f o r  a  b a n n e r  s p r i n g  m e e t i n g  f o r
t h e  J u n e  5 t h  C o n s o l i d a t e d  m e e t i n g .  G r o u p s  from  a  f i f t y
mile radius will  collaborate. S e e  May i s s u e  o f  B u l l e t i n .

-__f___
A  b e d r a g g l e d  bun1 w a s  h a u l e d  b e f o r e  t h e  c o u r t  on a

c h a r g e  o f  d r u n k  a n d  d i s o r d e r l y  c o n d u c t .  T h e  c o u r t  a t -
t e n d a n t  h a n d e d  up  t h e  b u m ’ s  r e c o r d  t o  t h e  J u d g e .  After
s t u d y i n g  t h e  r e c o r d  f o r  a  m o m e n t . ,  t h e  J u d g e  c l e a r e d  h i s
t h r o a t  a n d  said:
b e e n  b e f o r e

“My man, this is the fifth time you have

months.”
this  c o u r t  o n  t h e  same c h a r g e  w i t h i n  s i x

T h e  bum  r e p l i e d  t e a r f u l l y ,  “ G e e ,  Y o u r  H o n o r ,
nobody’s perfect”.

LIST  0 1 ’  (‘OOI’IIRATIVE  A A  H O S P I T A L S
.\lcdmlic  .\l~stinnm  Srlrsing  Ilonlc  (JIElrose  1 6 3 5 )  (hI)

,~.  -. .,  / _...,
.l.F60  htistletoe D r .  a t  W a d e  P a r k

St.  .6lm’s  IIospitnl  (\Voodlrirvz  5750)  (hII  .._______.._..____.  7911 Detroit  Ave.
(11)  “l‘211 o n l y .  (&I\V) nlell  nnll “.I ome:1.  (n’) w o m e n  o n l y .

THE  LIFE OF AL AND BILL-No. 25

SUNDAY
(‘Ol.l.IN\\‘OOD-I4709  S t .  Clair  Avenuee  ___...._....____.___........................  7:30
I.AKEVIEW-CYO  HaII,  St. Aloysius  Church, E. 109th B St. Clair..B:@l
XI ISTLETOE--AIacGillis  Home, 1560 hlistletoe  at Wade Park.......7 $0
NISWBURGII-St.  Catherine’s Church, 3443 E. 93rd St . . . ..__.._...._...___  8:30
OUTWAITE  ( N e g r o
SPONSORSHIP

J--7100 Kinsqn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..-.........  4:Oo
hIE  >TING-GlenwIle  Group. 10421 St. Clau  Ave...2:00

T R A I N I N G  M E E T I N C - 8 0 2 3  D e t r o i t  A v e  ..__________________.......................  8:oO
WEST SIDE-Trio&y Methodist, W. 99th and hfadison  _.._..._.______..._.  8:30
\VhRRENSVILLE-Co&y  Farms Recreation Rwm  __.._._.__.  10:00 A. M.
(;ISNF.vA,  O.-flurd’s  tlospitnl 237  S. I:l-oarl\rny  _____.........  .._.. .8:30
LORAIN.  O H I O - S t a g .  A A  S o c i a l  C e n t e r .  7 0 0  Broaway....lO:OO A.  M.

C E N T R A L  COh,h&;~~~DAY  EvEpY  MoNTHIanna  Bu&zhng,  Room 370 ____________.._.....  8:30
3 r d  T U E S D A Y  INERY  MONTH

1lOSI’l’l‘.~l. (‘O.\I~lI’1‘TI-i--1lannn Building. Room 370 ..________.____  8:30

F O R  A U T H O R I T A T I V E  A A  I N F O R M A T I O N
A N D  L I T E R A T U R E

AA  ~‘i,I:vE:i.AsI)  I~ISTl:ICT  OFFiCE--1007  S c h o f i e l d  Bldg.....CII  7 3 8 7
‘ . I

? ,
. . .
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Editorial- Inventory

his family.
It taught him gratitude.  His ego-

centric self never permitted this ex-
cept  as a pose. He had never been
really sincere.

- - -

SUCCESS
He has achieved success who has

lived well, laughed often, and loved
much; who has gained the respect
of intelligent men and the love of
little children; who has filled his
niche and accomplished his task;
who has left the world better than
he found it, wylether  by an im-
proved poppy, a perfect poem or a
rescued soul ; who has not lacked
appreciation of earth’s beauty or
failed to express it; who has al-
ways looked for the best in others
and given the best he had; whose
life is an inspiration, whose mem-
ory a #benediction.

We wish we had heard Dr. Norman Vincent Peale of
New York when ‘he  addressed the Cleveland Advertising
Club here the past week. We understand he made a pro-
found impression on the overflow crowd which he ad-
dressed. Sprinkled in the audience were several mem-
bers of our fellowship, several of whom called us to give
us bits of the wisdom he imparted.

One of them was impressed with what we will use as
the subject of our editorial and we humbly recognize our
inadequacy in plumbing the depths of the subject. But
it will give us something to think about and each of our
waders can add as  he will: FAG.

The first letter represents Fear,
with  worry its counterpart. Fear
nleans  lack of faith. It means lack
of courage. It means lack of hope.
Certainly if we truly and honestly
dedicated ourselves to the Higher
Power  - God - when we accepted
the Third Step and turned our lives
and wills to His care, we should not
‘be afraid. For He offers us “no
broken or helpless reed, but His own
hand, sufficient for the need.”

The second letter represents Anger.
Anger, uncontroiled  is akin to hatred
and destroys the soul. Most of us,
impetuous and quick to resentment,
have great difficulty in achieving
tolerance and understanding. That
we. must achidve  this if we would
have health of mind and body and
consequently peace of mind is only
logical. That means we must learn
to be patient, recognizing ever that
we cannot expect to mold everybody
and everything to our way of pleas-

- A u t h o r  Unknowx.

F a g g e d  O u t
In the absence of Spencer I, regular monthly writer

of the editorial which appears in this column, we are
reprint&g  au article which met with great favor in
our July,  1945 Bulleti%  Spencer is atill  overseas is the
blear  E a s t ,  gathering  m a t e r i a l  f o r  h i s  regula?
column.

The article was gleaned from a talk by Franklin S. of
Doan  Men’s Group as he discussed the benefits he had
obtained since adopting AA’s way of life.

He said AA had taught him to thiuk.  Where he had
lived a life of irresponsibility, careless of the opinions and
needs of others, he was now con-
scious of his responsibilities as a
citizen and a neighbor.

I t  h a s  t a u g h t  h i m  hmuility.
Brought up in a fine Christian at-
mosphere, he misused his family’s
station in the community. He laugh-
ed at discipline and made his own
laws. AA taught him to respect law
and the rights of others,

It .brought  him self resplct and
with that the respect of others.

It taught him honesty.  White lies
and small dece.its grew into mam-
moth proportions from which he
could not and, ,finally  would not ex-
tricate himself. They led to the in-
evitable loss of friends and trust of

It taught him tolerance. Quick to
anger and resentment over any at-
tempt at discipline oi a cunbing  of
his anti-social pursuits made him in-
tolerant to any suggestions. Pity or compassion was
alien to his nature.

ing. We must learn to judge care-
fully and unselfishly on what is

right-on what is fair. We cannot be selfish. We must
learn to give way.

It taught him.rectitude.  Good moral conduct in others
always irritated him. The people who practiced it were
hypocrites-church paraders. He has now learned to
obey his conscience.

It brought him. peace of mhd.  Gone are the sleepless
nights, the tears and phGbias  of an  alcoholic-diseased mind.
Gone are the worries &out  makig amends, or the nerve-
racking planning over how to avoid making them. With
peace of mind naturally came tranquility and happiness
which never had been his lot during and (before his drink-
ing days.

It brought him faith. Distrust and disbelief in all that
was good - in God and man - in ideals and standards
and motives. This resurrected faith, beautiful to feel,
made life worthwhile.

It brought friendships. Hundreds of acquaintances,
whom he had once considered friends, and who couldn’t
understand him finally left him to go his willful way. He
had used them selfishly and then abused them. In AA
he found that by associating with ‘people who spoke “his
language” and ‘by  daily applying their principles he could
find friends - and keep them.

It gave him a job. Always shirking responsibilities and
being geneially opinionated and rebellious to the discipline
of (business, he lost many jobs. So ,many,  that he stopped
working entirely. He has now found the key to abundant

(Contkurd  o n  page  two)

r

The third letter represents Guilt.  Errors of the past
all too often remain in one’s consciousness with constantlv
recurring accusation. Even when these errors have bee;1
atoned for and expiated: there remains this shred of
doubt in some person’s mmd  to simmer and grow beyond
all logical proportion. Dr. Peale stated that it was not
only important that God forgive us, but that we forgive
ourselves by completely tossing it out of our minds as
finished business. Our faith should convince us that
our error is forgiven. In some instances we might have
a sense of guilt when it need not ibe. In this case he
advised visiting an able counsellor  for a thorough dis-
cussion. Very often this mistaken sense of guilt is un-
warranted and once brought to light will snap the chains
with which the soul was fettered.

If you’re “fagged”, take an inventory and revive
ydurself  by hopping back on the AA train which will
bring you to your destination, rested and happy, and at
peace with your God and your fellowman.

0 SPliCIAL  CONSOLIDATED MEETING
CHAGRIN FALLS

SUNDAY, JUNE 19th l 4 P.M..

\ , /
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INVENTORY

living - giving the ,best.he  has, honestly and sincerely -
all the time.

“AA” has brought out in man the innate character he
possesses, and the measure of ,his  happiness is in appre-
ciating the many Iblessings  by constantly recognizing theil
Source.

ARE YOU BORED??
Are you bored? Do you wish you could find a place to

indulge in some hobby in the evening - learn a new
trade - putter with tools - anything to take away the
ache of loneliness?

The Hospital Committee under Frank W. and Herschel
H. has discovered such a place and believes it will more
fully round out the rehabilitation problem of lonely new
and old AA’s who want something to occupy their time
besides visiting hospitals or playing cards or “what have
you.”

At the Cleveland Rehabilitation Center, a Community
Fund project which during the day is used to teach crip-
pled and maimed persons to support  themselves,  Miss

’ Belle Greve, director, has offered the facilities for evening
use to AA’s.

Starting Tuesday evening, May 24th at 7:30  p. m.  to
lo:00 D. 111.. classes will Ibe  started in cabinet making.
wood working and upholstering. Sewing classes for
women will also be made available if enough will come to
warrant engaging a teacher. Classes in public speaking
will also <be  organized.

After several hours of “hobbving.”  coffee and douehnuts
will be served and a round table-AA  discussion will  be
held.

If you’re a square peg in a round hole,  come up on Tues-
day and maybe you’ll find your answer.

The cost of the instructors will be met by the partici-
pants.

OHIO PENITENTIARY
On Sunday, June 19th, a group of 25 will initiate weekk;

meetings in Ohio State Penitentiary at Columbus.
meeting has [been  arranged for by the Columbus groups.
A uartv  of five from Cleveland. headed ,b+  Al F. of Cleve-
l&d,  <ho first interested Warhen  Alvis in the rehabilita-
tion program and who has been diligently raising funds
to nurchase  sufficient books to sustain the Dromam  there
as ivell  as in other penal institutions. * -

Each Sunday a group of about five will trek to Colum-
bus to give of their talents. Only twenty-five are per-
mitted at one time for the present.

SALVATION ARMY ACTIVE
An action-compelling printed circular titled “The Time

to Quit is Now” distributed in westside  fertile territory
bv members of the Cedar and Eagle Brouns  has brought
highly  satisfactory results. A  new group  i n  t h e  mi;lst
of this territory located at 2042 West 26th St., has been
formed and meets Monday nights at 8:00 o’clock. Capable
Dick W. of the Eagle Training group is in charge. Edgar
F. has taken charge of the Tuesday meetings.

GOOD EXAMPLE
We appreciate the fine support Bill  W..,  secretary of

the Willoughby group is giving the Bulletm. He sent in
a check for $2.00 for 20 May Bullet&  to be given to
members of his group who tell him they never had seen
this fine paper! ,’ Tsk! Tsk! Must be new members. He
also asked for twenty subscription cards.

A long, lanky, hatless individual in a state of joyful
inebriation came sailing merrily into the City Hall, and
dropped anchor before the window of the Registrar of
Births and Deaths.

“Good morin’  gentlemen,” he sang out: “I wanna reg-
ister the birth (hit)  of  twins.”

“Why do you say ‘gentlemen?“” asked the man behind
the window. “Can’t you see I’m alone here?”

I “Alone?” shouted the astonished father.  “Only one of
you? Then I’d better go home and take another look.
Maybe it isn’t (hit)  twins after all.”

ANONYMITY - WHY?
1 sometimes wonder if we do not place the wrong em-

phasis on the “Anonymous” feature of our program.
1 know that when the fellowship began, it had no name.

Apparently it  was not until  after the “Big Book” was
writtell  that the search for a title began, and it was an
cstensive  search. Finally the name “Alcoholics Anony-
111011s” was chosen and that was the name given to the
Iwok.

Since then, it has been the assumption that the word
“‘411011y111011S” was chosen in order to shield the members
from  t.he  outside world. Apparently many were hesitant
to admit that they were alcoholics, and particularly so
when it came to admitting the fact to the world in general.
Hence, so long as their identity remained secret except
within the confines of the membership, they felt more or
less secure.

No doubt  this was one of the reasons for adopting the
word “Anonymous” in the title.  I  feel,  however, that
there is another more important reason and I am sure it
nlust have been the impelling reason when the name was
chosen.

l,et  us consider the facts.
The olily  part of our program that even faintly re-

scl1ll)lrs  n ritual is lllc  closing  of all  nlrctiiigs  with the
1  .ord’s  l’rayer. Other than that, each group is on its own.

Have you ever considered the setting of the Lord’s
l’raver  and what rbes  before it? Turn to the 6th chaoter
of St. RIathew  al;B  read the Scriptures that immedia’tely
prececle  the Lorcl’s Prayer. You will  lind these admoni-
I iolls:

“Do not thine alms before men.”
“When thou doest thine alms, do not so~~nci  a trumpet

he fore thee as the hypocrites do.”
“Whcll  thou doest alms, let not thv left hand know what

lI\y  right I~antl  doeth, tha(; t.hine  a&s  may lbe  in secret.”
We ai’e also admonished not  to pray ’ in public places

as thr  hypocrites do, nor to use vain repetitions as the
heathen do, ‘but are admonishctl that if we do our alms in
secret, we shall be rewarded by the Power which under-
stands our innermost thoughts and secrets, and that our
secret prayers shall be heard by Him who “Knoweth what
things ye have neecl of before ye ask Him.” In praying
we are told to retire in our closet and close the door.

The paragraph continues: “After this manner, there-
fore, pray ye, ‘Our Father which art in Heaven . . . ’ ”

Thus, we see that these admonitions as to cbaritv.
prayer .antl other good works constantly remind us that
lhcy  are things of the heart. They are not for the pur-
nose of eshihitinp  our goodness before others.

That is  the ecsence  ‘Gf  AA. The inventory or self-
appraisal is made within the inner recesses of the heart
and conscience and not for public display. Twelfth step
work should be done quietly and unostentatiously.  In
other words, we shoulcl constantly follow the precepts laid
down in the Scriptures immediately preceding the Lortl’s
Prayer.

Since those who devised the Twelve Steps place such
emuhasis  on the Lord’s Praver.  it seems inconceivable that
the-y should not have also “reid  those admonitions which
precede it. If they did, they must surely have felt that
while the worcl “Anonymous” may hade concealed the
identity of the members of the fellowship from the outside
world, still that did not seem to be the principal purpose.

Evidently the principle thohght  behind the word “An-
onvmous”  was to encourap‘e  our members to do their rrood
work quietly and secretly, not for show, not in order to
win the acclaim of their fellowmen, but in order that
within the inner recesses of the heart. they might have the
satisfaction of knowing that they had indeed clone good
things. It was not so much, therefore,  for the purpose
of shielding the member from the gaze of the world as it
was to permit him to retire within himself and, through
contemplation ant1  meditation and the doing of gootl work
secretly, to remove those “defects of character” which hat1
causctl  his trouble in the first place.

It  places one squarely upon his own r.esponsibility
with his God. To me, that is the real significance of
anonymity. Hevsihel  G .  Ii.

SAVE SALES TAX STAMPS FOR DOWNTOWN OFFICE
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DISTRICT OFFICE NOTES .
The Advisory Committee of the Cleveland District

Ofice  met at Hotel Cleveland on Thursday evening, May
IYth, at 8 o’clock. This was the third quarterly meeting

/* SPECIAL CONSOLIDATED MEETING
Chagrin Falls High School Auditorium (

Sunday, June lYth,  4 p. m. /

Last January, the Chagrin Falls group asked Central
Committee to lloitl the April  consolidated meeting in

l

Chagrin Fails,  believing that the beauties of Chagrin
Falls in the spring would lure many Cieveianders from
their quarters. Uut  the inclement weather which was I

direly predicted for April frightened the coinmittee and
the invitation was reluctantly refused. However, per-
sistent Mr. R. suggested a meeting in June and the offer
was accepted.

uf the fiscal year.
During the month of April your District Office received

54 calls jar  kA contact. -These  calls were turned over to
the Secretaries of 34 Groups. Reports back show that 39
of these persons were receptive to first contact and that 9
were not ready at this time. In 5 cases no contact was
possible and 1 was found not to #be  an AA case. Also in
the month of April,  61 services involving use of Office
facilities were performed for AA members and Groups,
8 speakers were supplied and 44 requests for informative
ii terature were filled.

Since November 1,  1948 orders have been fi l led for
literature published Iby  your District Office originating
from 21 states and from Canada, Eire, Nova Scotia and
the Canal Zone.

OUTHWAITE CELEBRATES
Cleveland’s pioneer colored group will celebrate its third

anniversiry on Sunday, June 5th at 4:30  p. m., in Wood-
land Center,  7100 Kinsman Road.  They have been re-
sponsible for the est:ablishnlent  of groups in several  other
cities in Ohio, as well as being highly successful in this
city. ’

They deserve our prayerful sulrport  and extend an in-
vitation to ail Cleveland AA’s to help make their  anniver-
sary celebration a joyous one.

,DOAN  DATA
It was a hot and sultry evening, May 4th, when two

happy Irishmen took over the rostrum to give one of the
finest leads we have had the pleasure of hearing. Coming
in the fellowship without benefit of hospitalization, (the
hard way) they recounted their experiences with rare
humor. Yes, Steve W. and Leo C. ‘gave Doan  a’meeting
which made a definite impression on ail of the great crowd
which heard them and laughed with them.

We are grateful to Bill T., our secretary, for providing
us with a new Television set.  Get your ringside seats
early for forthcoming fights.

WEST PARK WOMEN
The schedule of speakers for the month of June are as

foilows : June 2, Warren C.; June 9, Harry D.; ‘June 16,
Crawford W.:  June 23, Father P. B. of Vermilion; June
30, Herb T. This is an array of talent secured by Marian
W., chairman, and should provide a variety of approaches.
Sophia Farquharson, a non-alcoholics operator of an AA
nursing home was the speaker for May 26th.

R E D W O O D
No meeting wil l  be held on June 25th because of  a

wedding has been scheduled for that evening in the church.
There will be an open meeting on June 11th at 8:30

p. m.  with Jean F.  of  the Chardon  group and a non-
alcoholic teacher and educator on the rostrum. Everyone
is invited.

Meetings are held in the Lutheran Church at Oriole and
East  260th  St.

LORAIN MONDAY
The celebration of Lorain  Monday’s *group’s  eighth an-

niversary combined with Tom D’s ninth on Monday, May
16th,  was saddened by the sudden death of Tom’s father
on the Saturday before. The speakers were Judge Jim
C. and Warren C. Our heartfelt  sympathy goes out to
Tom.

ALLENDALE TEAM CHAMPS
The Allendale five survived the lusty challenge of Mt.

Pleasant No. 1, Arcade and Addison by closing the season
on top with 62 wins and but 37 defeats. Mt. Pleasant
No. 1 won 58, while Amade  and Addison tied for third
with 56 games won. Borton Black and Superior No.  2
tied for first in high three team total with 2599, St. Cjair-
Lakeview  being third with four less pins.  Doan  Tigers
slammed out a 942 game for high single. Hi,gh three in-
tlividual went to M. of Glenviiie with 685 who also hit
<one  single game for high of 276.

So let’s show our appreciation and pack the High School
Auditorium where the meeting will ‘be held. Seven hun-
dred can be accommodated.

The speaker will be Herschel G. H., a prominent Cieve-
lander who has made great contributions to the progress
of AA in this area. His philosophy of life and its adapta-
tion to the program is a thing to hear.

AKRON HOST
The fourteenth anniversary of AA will be celebrated in

the town of Akron, the cradle of AA on Sunday, June
12th in Goodyear Hall.

\Ve  regret tI1at  information as to speaitcrs,  etc . ,  was
llclt made avail:ll)i~~  to  us,  but undoubtedly group secre-
t a r i e s  w i l l  receive  111orc tletaiictl  inforniatioll. But the
date  and place are definite as previously stated.

LORAIN COUNTY BIG MEETING
A large crowd is expected to attend the June Consoii-

tlnted meeting of the Lorain  County groups in Eiyria,
Sunday, June 6, at 7 o’clock. The meeting will be held
in Townsend Hall, 108 Middle avenue. The speaker will
be the nationally known editor of the Cleveland Press,
Louis B. Seltzer, who contrifbuted  one of the finest analyses
of the AA program it has been our pleasure to enjoy in
the Grapevine. This article will  be reproduced in the
June issue of the Bulletin incidentally.  His brother
(:haries,  secretary of the Berea  group, wil l  also  speak.

Cleveland groups are cordially invited to attend.

NEW CHICAGO PUBLICATION
Our Chicago reporter, former Cievelander W. Roy W.,

of Donn Men sent us a copy of  the maiden issue of
HERE’S HOW, the official organ of the Chicago Area
AA’s.

We predict a great future of popularity for this pubii-
cation nrovidinr the editorial staff continues its maior
league $tyie  in‘ivriting.  We l iked it .  Costs  a doiiar~a
year. You can subscribe by writing to the Editor, Suite
1101, 123 Madison St., Chicago 2, Illinois.

ASHTABULA
A new group kllowll  as  the Ashtabuia  Saturday night

group was started. It  meets on three Saturdays each
nlonth  with a Sunday afternoon meeting following the
fourth  Saturday. They have attracted good crowds.

C. R. RI.  is secretary.

WARREN CLIJB  MOVES
The Warren, Ohio, Twenty-four Hour Club and Group

have nlovetl to new quarters at 141  East Market Street,
a spot located in the heart of downtown Warren. The
rooms are on the second floor of the ‘building.

Meeting nights are Wednesday and Sunday at 8:30
1,.  m.,  with a social gathering every Saturday night. Club
rooms are open everv day from 9:UO a. m.  until after mid-
night.

Ail AA’s are welcome. The telephone number is War-
ren 47502. R. B. O’M. is the group’s secretary.

F O U R  BROTIiEIiS LEADS
On Saturday, May 28th, the four F’s will offer a com-

I,ined lead at the Parma  Group meeting. They are broth-
ers Jerry. Michaei,‘Biii  and John F. of Southeast Group.

~TELLA  MARIS
A financial report arrived from Steila Maris,  Inc., which

pleased us and should please our readers. Financially
solvent to the extent of over $2500.00 with five more months
to go to complete the year, it has provided the astonishing
number of 2582 days care of men at the ko?nf. Splendid
ncliievement,  we say.
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Clevelaud  G r o u p  nleetiugs
MONDAY

ADDISON-Westminster Church. N.E. Cor. Addison &  Wade Park..8:30
BORTON-E. Cleve. Cong. Church. P a g e 8 Euclid . . . . . ..-.  -.-._-  .._..  8:45
DETROIT MONDAY-8023 Detroit Ave .._........................................  8:30
FAIRMOUNT-St. Paul’s Episcopal, Fairmount and Corentry......8:30
LAKE SHORE-Legion Hall, 1372. Warren Rd.,

Dinner at 7:00 P. M. Meeting _.__....._____._._.....................~.......  ___ ._..___.  8:30
J.AKEWOOD-ORCHARD  GROVOCommunity  Center Bldg.

Detroit A v e . a n d St. Charles . . . .._......_.__....__..._......._....._.__...._.___.__.  _  ._._._  8:30
LAKEWOOD  MEN’S-St. Peter’s Episc., W. Clifton %  Detroit-.-.$:30
LEE MONDAY-First Presb. Church. E. Cleve..  Nela  and Euelid..8:30
LORAIN  AVE .-Banater  Hall Annex, W. 120th at Lorain...---...8:30
MARINE HOSPITAL-E. 124th and Fairhill  __..........._._._........~..........  7:30
PEAR&Corpus  Christi  Basement, 4202 Stickney  (E.  of Pearl Bd)..8:30
SHAKER HEIGHTS-Christ Episc., Church. 3451 Warrensville.,8:30
SOUTH EAST GROUP-Holy Name Hall, 8328 Broadway.-..--.8:30
UNION-12907 Union Ave .___..__._..._..........................~......~..............~~....  8:30
WEST 25th ST.-Marvel Hall, 2858 W. 25th St. .._._._____  _  _____._._  _  ._._..  8:30
WILLOUGHBY-Presbytetian  Church, Willoughby, 0 .._._..._.._..  8:30
WOMEN’S-East Side-Emmanuel Church, 8 6 1 0 Euclid . . . . .._...__.___._..  8:30
WOMEN’S-West  Side-West  Blvd. Christ., W. Blvd. &  W. 101....8:30
MEDINA.  O.-St. Paul’s Episcopal Parish House _.._.______..._......~....  8:30

TUESDAY
ARCADE-Euclid Ave. Baptist. E. 18th &  Euclid ._._._  _  _.........._.  _  _._.....__,  8:30
CHARITY-Last Tues.of  each montb-Charity Hosy.NursedAud....8:38
CLARK-4105 Clark Ave. Upstairs . .._...._..._._...........................-..-.~....  8 :30
EAGLE TRAINING-Salvation Army. E. 9th & Eagle ..______  _  ____.  8:00
JZDGEJ~K~Commurrigr  Center Bldg., St. Charles and Detmit

Dinner at 7 :00 P. M.-Meeting _,_._.....__...___.............................~......~.  8:JO
EUCLID-WADE-Calvary Presbyterian Churrb, E. 79 %  Euclid..-8:30
FAIRVJEXV PARK-Fairview  llaptist.  I,ornin  and  W.  212th St,..8:30
MILES-LEE-hfount Hope Church, E. 164th,  north of Miles __.___-  8:30
MT. PLEASANT-EastvIew  Cong. Chnrcb, 15615 Kinsman Rd.........B:JO
SMITH-WILSON-Nativity School,  9510 Aetna Road _.__..._...._.____._____  8:30
SUPERIOR-Immaculate Conception, E. 43rd and  Superior........--.8:30
WEST PARK-West Park Baptist  Church, W. 152nd  and Lorain-...8:30
WEST SJDE MEN’S-St. Patrick’s Hall, Bridge at W. 38tb-,8:30
LORAJN.  O.-Community Hall, 23rd and Beech Sts  . .._._..._._____  --.8:00
PAINES’JILLE,  O.-Stag-33 N. State Street ..__........_.__._.....~.~.........  8:30
STRONGSVILLE,O.-Town Hall ..___.........._..__............  - ___.._._.______._.__......  8:38

WEDNESDAY
JlAXTER AVE.-6527 Baxter Ave .________._._....._.............................~.......  8:30
BROOKLYN-K of P Hall. ‘3316 Broadview,  cast of Pearl Rd.........8:45
COLLINWOOD-14709 St. Clair Ave .__....____....__.__..........~...................  8:30
DENISON-7403 Denison A v e . . . . . . ..___..._....__.........................-..-....-.........  8:30
DOAN  MEN’S,-2028  E. 105th St., 2nd floor, side entrance __..____.__  8:45
EAST SIDE MORNING-2028 E . 105th St . . . . . . .._..._..._  _  _._.  1O:UO  A. M.
GARFIELD HEIGHTS-Trinity Baptist, E. 94th and Garfield  Blrd...8:30
l&E  ROAD-First Eng. Luth., Derbyshire and Euclid Hts. Blvd.....8:30
WARRENSVILLE-Women’s House of Correction ..__.  _  __-....  - _.-__._  6:30
BEDFORD, O.-Y. M.  C. A., Tarhell  Ave .._.__...............-..-........-........  8 :30
ELYRIA, O.-St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Middle and  Third....B:OO
LORAIN.  O.-ANTLERS-St. Mary’s School, Reid Ave .,...______._....  8:30

THURSDAY
ALLENDALE-St. Paul’s Episc. Church, 15837 Euclid Ave...---.8:30
ANGLE--St. Malachi’s Church, 2549
RROADWAY-55th-Our

Washington Avc  .___.._  _  ____ 8:30
Lady of Lourdes School Hall . . ..______  _  __.__  8:30

COVENTRY-Fairmount Presbyterian Chapel Scarborough ,-....8:30
GLENVILLE--10421 St. Clair _.._.__._.__._._.___......  L ~~~.~~..~.~~__~~....~~.......  9:W
LORAIN  ,AVE.-Banater  Hall Annex, W. 120th St. at Lorain...-8:30
OUTHWAITE-(Negro) Woodland Center. 7100 Kinsman-,..-.8:30
THURSDAY AFTERNOON WOMEN-6409 Detroit Ave.....-....2:00
WARREiNSVILLE-(Infirmary) Adaninistratioll
WEST SIDE-7403 Denison

Building . . .._______  7:(UJ
Ave . . . . . . . . ..-............-...  _  . . . . . . . . . . . . .._...  lo:30 A. M .

WEST PARK WOMEN-West Park Baptist Church. 15218 Lorain  8:W
WYANDOTTE-Redeemer. Hall, Andraws and Detroit (rear).....-...8:30
BEREA O.-Fine Arts Club. E:  Bagley  Rd., 3 drs. east of Eastlanh8:30
EAST LKE-Vine  and Campbell, Willoughby, 0 . .._...._.~__.._____...~.  8:30
GENEVA, O.-Townsend Hall. Main St., west of Broadway  __..._..__.____  8:30
PAINESVILLE,O.-33 N . State St . , Third FIoor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .._...-..-  . ..8.30

VERMILION
Meetings have been resumed in Vermilion and are held

in St. Mary’s Hall every Monday night at 8:30.

GIGGLES
An artist painting in the country had a farmer specta-

tor. “Ah ” said the artist “perhaps you too are a lover
of the  in&tics  of nature. ‘Have you seen the gold fingers
of dawn spreading across the eastern sky, the red-stained,
sulphurous islets floating in the lake of fire in the west,
the ragged clouds at midnight, blotting out the shuddering
moon?”

“Nope” said the farmer, “not lately. I’ve been on the
wagon for over a year.” a

Did you know that 4,076 people died from gas last year?
29 inhaled it. 47 put a match to it. 4,000 stepped on it.

About the only time mathematies falls down is after
you’ve been substracting  from a fifth.

LIST OF COOPERATIVE AA HOSPITALS
Xcoholic  I\hstinmcc  N u r s i n g  Ilonw (MElrose 1635)  (bf). .
Rrtty’s  JIume (SJJar~~side  4692)

‘80it’Detroit  Ave._.  __  __. __.
(hI)  _............  . . . . . . . . ..__  3480 Scranton Road

(‘hnrity  I~osl~ital  (hfr\itl  RlOll)  (i-nln)  . ..__.___....__.  Central and E. 22nd St.
(lrrrl:tnd Alcohrrlir  Clinic  (I?xprcss  8098)  (hfW)........7809  Eucl id  Am.
Ihxron~cs I:snnpelicnl  Ilospitnl  (Fl.ori<ln  0070)  (hfW)....4233  Pearl Rd.
hct  (‘lrvrlnnd  (‘lillic  (GT.mrille  3 2 4 4 )  (hIW)............l3240  Eucl id  Ave .
l~nr~[~hnrcon’s  (Sllnrl!-side  P3iJ) CM)  _____ ___...____....___.._........  6037 Pearl Rd.
hrnr(;illiz  Iiursit~c  1101nc  CR:\.  2 5 5 6 )  (hI\V)

___...  ___......__  1:.  . . . . . . . . . .._.  . . . . . . . . . . . .._  :15&O hiistletoe D r . a t Wade Park
St.  .John’s  Hospital (Woodbine 5750) (M) __..........._....__..  7911 Detroit Ave.

(11) men  only. ww men  and women.  (W) women only.

'I'HE  LIFE 01"  AL AND BILL - No.26

SUNDAY
COLLINWOOD-14709 St. Clair Avenuee  ..,...._l...._...___.......-  _  ._.__._.__  7 :30
LAKEVIEW-CYO Hall, St. Aloysius Cburcb, E. 109th  &  St. Clair,8:00
MISTLETOE--hlacGillis  Home, 1560 Mistletoe at Wade ParL-_lg:$
NEWBURGH-St. Catherine’s Church, 3443 E. 93rd St.,...-.-, :
OUTWAITE

d
NC  ro)--7100  Kinsman __........._--....-  -.-.---4:OO

ST. COLUMB ILE’S-School  Hall 2642 Superior _.......____....__.....~  8.30
SPONSORSHIP MEETING-Glen;ilIe  Group. 10421 St. Clair Ave~~:OO
TRAINING MEETING8023 Detroit Ave ._____C.____.__.____~...~...~~.  8:00
WEST SIDE-Trinity Methodist, W. 99th and MadiMe-.....-.-.._..8:30
WARRENSVILLE-Cooley  Farms Recreation Room.--....lO:OO  A. hf.
GENEVA, O.-Jjurd’s  Hospital 237 S . Broadway . .._________....___.........  8:30
I.ORAIN,  OHIO-Stag, AA Social Center, 700  Broaway-lo:00  A. P.

CENTRAl 2 COMMt?!T~~~fi:?%!!&,‘l’%?~  370 ____I....__.  -8:30
3rd TUESDAY EVERY MONTH

IIOSPITAI, COhfMITTEE-Hanna Building. R o o m 370 . . . . . . . . . ..___  8:30

FOR AUTHORITATIVE AA INFORMATION
AND LITERATURE

AA CLEVELAND DISTRICT OFFICE-1007 Schofield Bldg.....CH 738f
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Journey to Safad
Every alcoholic, if he would eScape  the hot valley of

drunkenness and reach the cool air on the heights of
sobriety, must make his journey to Safad.

This ancient city, crownink  g mount&n top in Northern
Galilee, is the one of which Jesus said that a city set  upon
a hill cannot -be hid. &fad seems to cling precariously
to its peak, .but  it is firmly planted.’ For hundreds of
years men have journeyed to it. Once it was. the center
of  Hebrew learning af ter  the Roman destruct ion of
Jerusalem. The Crusaders came
this way and built a castle fortress
on the summit,  the remains of
which are still slain.  Safad dom-
inates the cou&y  round  abou t .

.From  the summit  one can see for
miles  down the whole length of
the Sea’ of Galilee ,to  the Jordan
River and beyond. .From  here the
traveler can pick his ,route  in any

” direction. : .
The trip from the hot and odori-

fer,ous’  Arab bazaars of Acre on
the Coast ,  ‘ through the r is ing
countryside to the foothills of the
Galilean  mountains, is not unlike
the qpezience  of an alcoholic.
And to make the journey helps to
impress some truths on.the  mind.

. Hill unfolds out ‘of hill in Gali-
Ice  in what appeati  to be. endless
succession. Then there are sud-
den,. shaq,  precipitous drops and
deep valleys.  Our lives have been
like that;  periods when everything
seemcd  o n  t h e  U D  made  only t o
be let  d o w n  sh;rrp‘iy  again- be-
cause we were afflicted with a di*
ease that  for  sees baffled man.

At last the&  ‘comes into view
the’whita  and pink city of Sdad,
gleaming on its mountain top in
the bright sunlight. It can be seen
for miles. One _ h+  a vi?  _ of it

I will tw  to  set the  bcatrtu  spread
before  me, rain or shine.

I will cease to preach YOUR duty and
be .more concmrcd  with MINE!

one  moment and the next it is cut oti  by a turn or. a dip
in the road. At first Safad seems unreal, like an artist’s
conceptidn of a medieval city drawn in pleasing, soft
pastels. One has the feeling that the view is an il!usion
and certainly unattainable.

After  the alcoholic has had enough ups and d:wns  and
sharp turns and discouragements he begins to gct.a view

of the fact that sobriety may be possible, but it is very
far off and, for him, he believes, possibly unattainable. A
sane, sober llfc  seems to  .be the cruelest kind of illusion.

At l&t  one comes into a broad, sweeping valley which
is the approach to the mountain on which Safad rests.
Now sight is nev&  lost of the city, but the road to it is
not straight.. It turns and twists and doubles back on
itself  a disheartening number of times. .

When, at, last, we admit that sobriety is possible and
, sincerely want to,  achieve it, we are often.faced wit11 ob-
stades.  The turns’in our road are the Twelve  Steps.  Each
one brings us nearer to the summit. There is no marchinp
strainht UP the-mountainside. We must Dlod  alonrr until
at last  we-  stand at the top.

This is not the end of our journey. We have reached
(Co&wed  098 9008  1114)  .

News from * Ireland
( S p e c i a l  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e )

DUBLIN. Ireland-Two and a half years ago the only
member  of Alcoholics Anonymous among the 400,000 in-
habitants of this historic City was a visiting American of
Irish origin. Connor  F. of Philadelphia. .

On June  20, back ‘to the “Old Sod” for another holiday, ’
Connor F. addressed the Dublin chapter .which now .num-
bcrs 204  members. . .

It was the privilege of your correspondent to ,be present
at  this  unexnected  Founder%  Dav

I WILL .
I will sturt anew this  trrcn-ning  with

a highor,  fait-et-  creed.
I will ccasc  to stand complai&  of

my ruthless neighbor’s greed.
I will cease to sit 7zpiniug  while mu

dutu’s  cull is clear.
I will waste. no moment whirring  cord

rntl  heart shall know no fear.
. I will-look sometimes about -ine for

the things that merit praise.
I will  search for hiddti  beauties that

eluda the grumbler’s gaze.
I will .tnr to fiud conteutment  in tlrc

it

pa&  thdt I must tread.
. I will ccasa to feel resentment when

another moves  ahead. .
I  w i l l  uot b c  swaved  by enql  w h e n

rnv &al’s  strength i s  shout.
I will  not &BWJ  Iris  merit, but I’ll tm

to prove nqj  own.

4

,

.

and  a l so  to  * address the Dublin
group. The meeting was quite un-
orthodox from the Cleveland point
of view. Connor  F. conveyed greet-
ings to the group and recalled epi-
sod&’ of its oririn. Then vour cor-
rcsporident  w&  c a l l e d  0x1 f o r  a
lead. After that he was asked if
he would mind. talkinkaz;fi  ten
minutes about his m
Israel, Greece, Italy and France.
Then Connor  F. was arain asked
to speak and he’gave  some  details
of his drinking career. There was
no comment, but a “bull session”
was held on .both  A. A. and foreign.
affairs over the inevitable tea.

The story of the Dublin group’s
beginning is pertinent. It shows
what can be. done by a little in-
itiativc and how great results
come from but sincere beginnings.

In November. 1946. when Con- .
nor  F . . a n  ei-saloon  keenei  o f
Philadelphia,  was in  Dublih  o n  a
visi t ,  he was enjoying his then
three and a half years of sobriety
and thinking that A. A. could do a
job here. He was vacationing,
however, not only physically but
mentally until he read a letter in
the Ekeninr Mail from a .Father
Dunlee  of Australia, an associate

member of A. A., who said something should be done in
the Irish capital to aid alcoholics. That prodded Connor
F. into action. He wrote  a letter to  the Evening Mail,
giving a box number, as1tin.g  for prospects. He got some
‘queer replies for a time,  because the paper had switched
the *box  numbers. .One offered to trade twin beds for a
large double  bed. Connor  F. found his first prospect in
a  n u r s i n g  h o m e .  R i c h a r d  P .  w a s  a  c a n d i d a t e , :  sure
enough, and he answered the letter in the hope of getting
out of the hospital. It happened, however, that once out
hc saw the light and became  the first member of Dublin.
He still is active.

The first meeting,  with seven  or eight interested pros-
pects, was held  on No,vembcr  26, 1946. In addition to a.
growing. membership, the Dublin group now has its own
monthly paper, a well written mimeographed product,
“The Road Back,” under the editorship of the secretary,
Sackvillc O’C. M. whose. widespread correspondence made
him known in Cleveland and was the cause of attracting
your representatives to Du.blin.

The hottest goliti&l  issue in Irelnnd  today is’partition,
the separation of the Ulster  counties, still loyal to the

(Conlinurd,  ofi pore  ,rao)
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I MUST TRY - SOMEHOW
“There, but for the Grace df God, go I.”
Singularly true.  Inspir ingly r ich.  That  sentence.
One which forever  goes through  my mind. Walking

down a street, seeing a blind man.  Or some one of God’s
other children  with warped bodies or iII-used minds. Or,
staggering like a broken reed in  the  s torm set  up by
alcoholic confusion.

Why should I feel especially smw or comfortzblc  in the
presence of another’s trngcdy? Why should I not, in-
iteatl,  try, somehow, to do  something albout it?

Granted that I, for @sample,  am, and always have been,
and perhaps always will be, a teetotaler. Liquor an! my
strange biology don’t mix. I don’t get drunk. I get slck-
deathly siclc.

Chronic alcoholism is just ‘as .tiuch an illness, as dcs-
peratc  an illness,  as any of the others for which hospitals,
doctors, nurses and specialists have been established in
this country.

The man,  or  woman,  you see ,  staggering  unkempt,
undependable, completely  lost, unpresentable, absolutely
down and out--that  man or woman is as good ns  you 01’
I, imp&d  by  as fine ideals, ambitions and hopes as YOU
or I; ~3 keenly  concerned about family and friends  and
place in society,  as you or I. The diffcrenc:  is-sicltncss,
gcnuino  il lness-just  as certainly a biologcnl  WC~~IICSS,
and spiritual deficiency, as any  other  person afflicted ant1
tlcvitalizcd  of body and spirit, by any other  illness.

Sure it tilkCS patience.  Sure i t  takes  stern  measures.
Sure  it even takfs,  sometimes, starlc blunt reality in dcal-
in@ with a .nerson thus afflicted by this  devastating ill-
ness. Someti’nles it works. Some&es  it doesn’t. Somc-
timcs- mos t  o f  the time-the cure is locltetl  up  in  the

. person’s own heart, in his contact with his God: in his
rcliancc  upon some Power bigger, vaster, stronger  than
himself.

I have seen men go all the way down. Not part way.
AII the wav. Mv  hear t  went  out  wi th  them.  At  las t ,
smothered, beaten, frustrated. weak, they  reached out.
valuntarily,  for the hand of God, and, always, His hand
clasped theirs, and lifted them back to good health-a
good hcnlth in all respects,  physical, spiritual, psychologi-
cal, moral.

In my years as an editor I have had some of those who
arc  closest of all to mc. .my .bcst  and dearest friends, my
most inspiring and abIest  associates, fall ill of chronic
alcoholism. Nothiw  can tear out a man’s heart worse
than to see that happen.

Nothing, by the same token, can elevate, inspire and
mnlcc  one fed  happier than to see those same men, with
t.hc help of God, restore  themselves  and bc restored, to
complete good health, and all it means+nd  come back
1111  the way.

And when they do come back, they are better  .men  .and
women than the rest of us-a statement I make advisedly
They are stronger. Their bdief  in the eternal  truths of
human existence and divine guidance is stronger and more

’ deeply-rooted.  Their  impulses,  their  sympathies,  their
strengths,  arc all .bcttcr, and their inner resources  ampler
thnn ever  before. Thev arc better  friends. They arc bct-
LCI’ business  associates. They are  better  citizens.  T h e y
are better ,parents,  and husbands, and wives, and sons and
tlaughtcrs. They have  been through a terrilble  illness,
n n d  b y  s trength and deep belief  they  have  made  thcm-
selves well and strong.

Thus I say to those  who may bc strugglin::  with friends
or associates afflicted by this illness which strikes men
and.  women down as far as men and women sometimes
can possibly go-stay with them, somehow: Be with them,
anmchow. Handle them in your own way, somehow.-
But, above all else, stay with them. They need you-
more than  any  o ther  s ick  person  needs the help o f  a
stronger  person.

Be prcparcd, for anything.  But ;  in  being  prepared.
help with anything. The time will come, inevitably, when

.

Lh hand of the sick, and weak, and utterly exhausted
and defmted  man or woman will come, VOlUntailY,  fCeblY
at first, and then by incrensing  degrees of strentih  and
will, seeking for God and for YOU. -

God ~111  bc there.
And so, too, should you! -L.B.S.

l l l

Repvinted  from the Febtrra~  is&te  of the  A. A. Grape-
rinc,  an international publication of Alcolrok~ Anonumozcs.

JOURNEY TO SAFAD
(Conrinswd  from pogc  04

sobriety, not the end of the wad. For as we stand there
looking out to  all points of the compass, we can choose
what  we wish to do-a privilege that was denied us
when we were bound to alcohol. We can pick our road:
WC  can journey down the other side of thd mountain and
skirt the beautiful waters of Galilee to Tiberias and the
Jordan and beyond. Or we can turn  in the other direc-
tion and strike out for greater heights toward Mount
Jlermon  whose perpetually snow-covered peak  seems to
float in the sky. WC can go down to Capernaum where
Jesus and his disciples did so much of their worlc. There
is no limit to the possibilities before us.

There  is no limit, either, to the.possibiIities  in life bc-
fore the sober alcoholic. Once he has made his journey
to Safad he can remake his future by following the road
hc believes will be the most inviting, the most useful.
After  Snfad the valleys and twistings and turnings ot
the road have no terror bccausc  the traveler, having seen,
knows whcrc  he is going.

NEWS FROM. IRELAND
(Continrcrd  from Page  owl  :

British crown, from the republic. It is a matter of heated
debate.  But there  is no line of separation in A. A. Just
a year ago the Dublin group went to Be&at,  capital’of
Northern Ireland, and organized. a ‘group there. Neither
poli t ics  nor  rel igion can affect  the hoid  that brings
alcoholics together. This has .been  demonstrated here in
a manner that could be effectively copied by other  people
not affl icted with alcoholism: The Dublin  group has
started a new and different Irish revolution.

’IN THE MAIL
In every month’s mail which comes to your editor’s desk

are notes and letters which we wish we could shnre  with
our readers. Many are of the type which add to our in-
ccntive to continue.

There have been many discouraging and dishearteninn
moments when we feel ready to chuck the task overboard.
We wonder if the effort is worth while . . . whether we’re
jpst  feeding our vanity. We sense our inadequacy in put-
tW  lnt0 Print the compelling and moving ideas presented
by the speakers we’ve heard in the many meetings we
attend. And just’ when we’re low and dispirited, a card,
a letter or a telephone call  comes w.hich  changes our
mood and we produce another issue.

In our files are contributions of ..prose  and poetry to
which the contributor undoubtedly gave a good deal of
thought. We wish we could publish it all. . Some of them
are very good. Some of them in our humble jud.,gent
are trite  and. not worth publishing. Some of them arc too
long for their value content. Everything contributed is
read .and  we hope our readers will continue to send in

their material and not be too resentful if we cannot Qub-
Iish it for some reason or other.

One pathetic letter signed enigmatically by  “A Wife of
an ‘Alcoholic’ that would not accept AA” intrigued us
almost to the point of writing an article on the subject,
foIlows:

“My  contr ibut ion to  the Bullet in .  “Big shot.“, I t ’s
very  diaicult  for a guy I know to understand anything.
The  on ly  .thing  he has no trouble gett ing straight is
whiskey.”

Just those few bitter words exmess  so .much-lieart-
ache, disillusionment, lost patience, .hopclessness.  If she
had signed her  name,  WC would have  rushed  out to help
her, for the lcttcr moved us so.
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RJRS.  ZNNE SMITH
,Belovcd Anne Smith, the wife of Dr. Bob, passed on

‘ t o  her eternal  reward on June,  from a heart  at tack
which she suffered on a plane carrying her and Dot from
a vacation trip in Texas. Her tremendous contribution
ta the cause of A. A. could never  be measured. Her faith
and her calm, staunch, unwavering spirit inspired all
who had the good fortune to know her. Our deep sym-
pathy goes  out to Doctor Bob, whose present ill health
is of great concern  to all of us. But the &powerful,  per-
vading influence  of Anne’s faith in God will sustain Bob
in his irrcplaceabie  loss. Accepting with sincerity those
things he cannot change is now ingrained in his daily

‘philosophy of life.

AKRON CELEBRATION
Thb  fourteenth anniversary of’ A.A.; was observed in

Goodyear Hall. Akron. Ohio, on Sunday, June 12th by
over -600 people. Visitors from neighboring states were
present in goodly number. Among these were several
f r o m  C o n n e c t i c u t .

Ethel M. of Barberton was the first speaker and she
&okc eloquently of the hclu and understanding which the
wives  of the  early members had rendered. She pleaded
for continued sympathy and understanding  of the present
great influx of women alcoholics.

Bill D., affectionately titled the quinen-pig of A. A., was
his usual inimitable self as hc regaled the responsive
crowd with his “that reminds me of a story” inserts.

Dick S., representing Bill W. who was unable to attend
closed the meeting with appropriate remarks.

EAST SIDE WOMEN
:A very appreciative woman is Adele R. She bccamc

chairman for her group in May and asked us to help her
thank the speakers she had fhosen  and who had iend-
ered such signal service to her group. They were Bill D.
of Wednesday Lee; Phyllis. C. of West Side Women;

.Franklyn  S. of Doan Men’s, a panel of four which in-
cluded Elizabeth B. of Borton, Percy E. and Margaret H.
of West Side  Women’s and Billie O’D. of Wednesday Lee;
Jean L. of East Side Women.

An open house is planned for the near future at which
the male contingent wiU be more than welcome.

CENTRAL COMRWM’EE
Quite a snirited  discussion took place  at the May  ‘7  Ccn-

t&--Corn&tee  meeting on the - newly established rc-
habilitation program arranged for by the Hospital Com-
mittee. Fe&  was  expressed that the major purpose of
A: A., that of sobering men and women, was. being
diverted with extraneous programs, therefore  watering
our effectiveness. The proponents of the plan argued that
any means which would continue  a person  in his sobriety
merely  augmented A.A.. One of the opponents expressed
the fear that outside agencies were trying to ride on the
coat tails of A. A. for political
‘it his duty to .warn us.

or other reasons, and felt

Because the impression seemed to have .been  made that
Central Committee had sponsored this project, it was
clarified .by motion that this project be strictly one to
be furthered by only those interested in it.

The condition of the treasury is healthy, thcrc  being
$213.93 in the coffers.

Central Bulletin reported a drop of 90 in its circulation.
Sccrctarics were urged to act.

GROUP CHANGES NAME
Because many secretaries had difficulty in pronopncing

St.  Columbkill ,  that group has changed its name to
‘Sterling. It still meets .in that’ church’s school hall at
2642 Superior on Sundays at 8~30.

DOAN  *DATA
Your  reporter used the wrong word in announcing

that secretary Bill T. had provided  the new television
set in last month’s Bulletin. Bill selected the set. He
says he can’t even afford one for himself, much less pro-
vide one for the group. His wife wanted  to know how

c o m e ? . .

ANNUAL AA PICNIC
Wiegand’s  Lake,  Sunday,  July 10

Ti:c  annual picnic of Euclid-Wade and Friday-Lee will
bc held in Wieeand’s  Lake Park. Sundav. Julv 10. The
.parlc  is located-on  Route 87 (Kinsman -Rioadj,  one and
one-half miles from Chillicothe Road in Russell Center.

A baseball game will be on at 12:00 noon. Games for
young and old will occupy most of the afternoon. There
will be dancing in the evening. Swimming is possible,
with a life guard on duty.

For those not having transportation, buses will lcavc
from the rear of Calvary Church at E. 79th and Euclid
from 10 to 11 a. m.

Coffee and soft drinks .will be available. For further
information, call Express 9758. Everyone is welcome,
of course.

AA DISTRICT OFFICE
The  third quarterly .mecting  of  the  Qffic’e  Advisory

Committee for the year  1948-1949 .was held on May 19.
1949 at Hotel Cl@ve&md.  At this meeting the chairman
of the Office Operating Committee thanlced the sccre-
tarics  and Groun deleeates attending the mcetinr  f o r
their co-operation andYsupport  and read the following
report of work done at the District Office since the start
of the current fiscal year:

Services to members and groups 334; speakers supplied
4G: literature  reauests  filled 254: 388 calls for hcln turned
over to 66  grou.ps; 313 receptive to AA program; 37 not
ready;  31 no contact possible; 7 not AA cases.

The chairman also announced that contributions for
the support of the District Office amounting to $4,659.95
had been received from members and groups since No-
vember 1, 1348, and in view of the fact that the approved
budget for 1948-1949 is $10,080.00, asked that every effort
be made to keep  contributions coming in to the office
during the summer months.

.VALLEY VIEW CHAilPS
T.he  Valley  View team with Ted R as captain, won tbc

big traveling bowling trophy by emerging champions of
the 40 team  leagues bowling in Franklin Recreation on
Thursday and Friday nights .  The cup was  awarded at
the bowling banquet held in Allerton Hotel with 170
people present

A captains’ meeting will be held Sunday, July 16  at,thc
alleys for the next year’s  plans.

GENEVA CHANGES .
The Geneva  group now meets at 7:30 p. m. Sundays in

its new  quarters at 412 South Broadway.
CIRCULATION DeROPPING

Renewals have dropped off at an alarming rate and WC
are again beseeching our readers to talk up the Bulletin to
their friends. We feel  sure  that once a member is a sub-
scriber, he will continue to be one and that our single
rcmindcr  is often overlooked. We need you. We hope
you need us. How about each reader making it a point
to get another subscriber for us this month? We’ll a~-
prcciatc it.

NEWS FROM SPENCER ’
Both articles on the first page were furnished by our

greatly  missed Spencer I, who will be returning to Clovc-
land shortly, after  an absence of over two months. The
visit to Ireland  was so interesting, wc gladly moved in-
side to “make  way fcr the Irish.”

BOOMERANG
“At her  rcqucst  you gave up drinking ?”
‘TCS.”
“And you stopped smoking for the same  reason?”
“I did.”
“And it was for her that you gave  up dancing, card

parties and billiards?”
“Then why didn’t you mnrry  her?”
“Well, after  all this  reforming, I decided I could, do

.bctter.”

Man is the only animal you can skin more than once.
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ADDISON-Westminslcr  Church. N.E. Car.  Addison L Wade Park..8:30
llOI(TON-E.  Clew.  Conp.  Church .  Page &  Euclid..,---5:43
DETROIT MONDAY--8023  Detro i t  Ave . - - - . .  --_.  ---_.- 8:JO
PAIRMOUNT-St .  Paul’s  E p i s c o p a l ,  Fairmount a n d  Coveov-8:30
LAKE S H O R E - L e g i o n  Hall.  1 3 7 2  Warren Rd. ,

Dinner at 7:00 P. M. Meetinr-- -8:30
LAKEWOOD-ORCHARD  GROVE-Community Center Bldg.

Detroit Ave. and St. Charle- -a:30
UKEWOOD  MEN’&%  Petefs  Bpk, W .  Clifton  &  Detmi-8:30
LEE MONDAY-First  Pre&  Church .  E. Clc~e.. Ncln  avd Euclid-B:30
LORAIN  AVE.-Bannttr  Hall  Annex.  W..  1 2 0 t h  st  Loran8:30
MARINE HOSPITAL-E.  124th  ind Farhill 7:30
PEARlcCorp,ar  Christi  Iluemm$  4 2 0 2  Stickney  (E.  o f  I’e~rl  Rd)-8~30
SlIAKER  H E I G H T S - C h r i s t  Eplse.. Church. 3 4 5 1  Wwrcnsvillc-8:30
SOUTH EAST CROL;P-Holy  Nome  Hall.  8328 Broadway-
U N I O N - l 2 9 0 7  U n i o n  Ave “8%
WEST 2Slh  ST.-Marrel  H a l l .  2 8 5 8  W .  ZStb S “--------;:g-j
WILLOUGHBY-Presbyterian Church,  Willoughby, 0.p :
WOMEN’S-Eas t  SidcEmmanuel  Qurch.  8 6 1 0 Euclib- 8:30
WOMEN’S-West  SidcWcn  Illrd. Chrirt.. W.  B lvd .  &  W. lOI-;::;
AlEDINA.  O.-St .  Paul’s  E p i s c o p a l  Parish  Houu

.-.

A R C A D E - E u c l i d  Asr  Baptist%  &‘Eudi&8:36
CHARITY-&t  Tucr.of  each  month-Charity  Hor>Nune~‘Au~~::$
CLARK41Of  Clark  Avc Upstairs
E A G L E  TRAININ~Cnlv~tioo  Arm7,  6~9th  ‘&  Eagl~8:OO
EDCELA~CommuniCy  Center Bldg..  St. ~arlu  and Detmlt

Dinner ot 7:00 P. Id.-Medine 8:JO
EUCLID-WADE-Glmt~  Preshytetian  Church , .  E .  79  &  Eueiib8:JO
FAIRVIEW  PARK-Fnimirr  Baptist,  Lenin  a n d  W .  21.2tb  St.-E:30
MILES-LEE-Mount Hope Church. E. 164th. north of &la-8:30
MT. PLEASANT-Ea~trrew  Cow.  Chore&  1561s  K i n s m a n  Rd8:30
SMITH.WILSON-Nativity  S c h o o l .  9SlO  A e t n a  RoaL8:JO
SL?‘ERIOR-Imm.aCulrte  Concc~don.  E .  43rd  md Supcrior~8:30
WEST PARK-West  Park  Daptirt  Church,  W.  lS2nd and  Lonrn,8:30
W E S T  S I D E  MENDS-St.  Pntrick’r  Hall.  Bridge  at  W .  38bh.--8:30
LORAJN. O.--Community Hall; 23rd and Beech SU 8 :oo
PAINESVILLE.  O.-Stag-33  N .  S t a t e  Stret~8:JO
STRONCSVILLE.O.-Town Hall .R:30

WEDNESDAY
BAXTER  AVE.dSZ7  lluter  Ave. 8:30
UROOXLYN-X  or  P  H a l l ,  3 3 1 6  Dmsdricn.  us  o f  Pearl R&8:4S

’ C O L L I N W O O D - 1 4 7 . 0 9  .St.  Clair  Ave.
D E N I S O N - 7 4 0 3  Dmilon  Are . 2::
DOAN  MEN’S-2028  E .  1OSth  SL. 2 n d  floor.  side entrace-8:4S
E A S T  S I D E  MORNIh’G-2028  E .  IOSth  St.lO:OD  A M.
CARFI’ELD HEIGHTS-Trinity Daptist.  L 94th md Ciw6eld  Bled-8:JO
IJZE ROAD--W-t Enc. Luth..  Derbyshire and  Euclid Hta.  Blvd.-II:30
WARRENSVI~Womcn’r  Home  o f .  Correction&:60
BEDFORD. O.-Y.  M. C.  A.,  Tarbell  Avr 890
ELYRIA, O.-Sl. Andrew’s Epiaeod  Church. Middle aad  Third.-8:OO
LORAIN.  .O.-ANTLERS-St  Mary’s  School,  Raid  AL:30

THUBBDAY  ’
ALLENDALE-%  P a u l ’ s  Epirr  Chueh.  IS837  E u c l i d  A-8:30
A N G L E - - S t .  Malachi’s  Churcbh.  2 5 4 9  Wuhinpton  Avr,,,,l:JO
llRC)ADWAY.SSth-Oor  L a d y  o f  Lourdes  S c h o o l Hall--ft  90”
COVENTRY-Fairmount  PrerbyLcrlnn  C h a p e l .  +arborou&  - :
GLENVILLE-10421  S t .  Clair 9:oo
LORAIN  AVE.-Banotcr  Hall  A n n e x .  W .  120th  SL at Lomin~6:30
OUTHWAITE~(Ncvo)  Woodland Center, 7100 Xi-8~30
THURSDAY AmEMNOON  WOMEN”09  Detro i t  Avd:OO
WARRENSVILLE-(I~~~~~~~Y) Administntion  Ruildia;
W E S T  SIDEc7403  Dmiton  Ale ixx7E
WEST PARK WOMEN-Weat  Park Baptirt  C%umh.  15218  L.onin  8:00
WYAND(YITE-RUICCZIIC?  H a l l .  And-r  and  Detro i t  (rear)-8:30

.-Fine Artr Club. E. Da&y  Rd., 3 dn. cut of EastlroC~::$

630.
a:30

CEDAR-Salvation  Am7,  2 1 8 1 Ff%J  St. 19s
G O R D O N  S Q U A R E - S t .  Helena’s Hall. 1367 W. 61th Std:tO
LEE ROAD-20S6  E. 105th. K of P. Hal(8:JO
MILES MEN’S-Stag  Group. 4141 E. 116th St
N O R T H E A S T - 2 0 2 2  E .  1OSth  St

e:g

ROCKY RIVER-St. Christopher’s Hall,  Lakeview  off  Detmi’i30
ST. JOHN’S HOSPITAGFint  Frida7 of each m o n t h - , , 8:30
WEST SIDE YOUNG PEOPLE-St. Rose’s Hall. W. llbDetrmt8:30
BEREh-Social  room of Beret  Gang.  Church, Scminnty  and Church;::;
C H A G R I N  F A L L S .  O.-American  Leplon. E .  Ortncc  S t . - . -  :
CHARDON.  O.-Thrasher  IIoulc. Water  S t . .  Chardon O..--.-- 8:30
FUCL,ID,  O.-Holy Cross Church. E 200th and kkt  Shore Blvd.-S;:;
I:ONIN.AVON-Ill2  W .  Eric  St . .  Lorain. 0. 8
MENTOR,  O.-Mentor Methodist Church..--.-.- 8:30
O B E R L I N ,  O.-Ameriun  L&on  Home.  S .  Main  and  Hamilton-8:30

DROADWAY  MEN-S-St  J%~~yCburch. CahIe  rt Broad-4:.Y;
C R O S S R O A D S - E u c l i d  Avmuc  Baptist  Church. East 189.
GI.$NVILL&-10421  S t .  Ck& 9:30
GOSPEL  C E N T E R - 4 9 2 0  L e x i n g t o n  A r c . 8:30
‘MXEWOOD  S a t . .  NilvRrdcuner  Hall,  Andrew%  near Detm+8:30
MATT  TALBOT-SL  P h i l i p  Neri  church.  & 6 2 n d  and  Sk Clur,8:30
p.\RhfA-St.  charla  Church  Dnrcmmt.  Charlea  a n d  Rldg’:30

‘R&WOOD-Euclid  Lutheran  Chomh.  E .  2 6 0  a n d  Ori01~8:30
(Three blocks  south of Lake Shore Boulcnrd)

TRINITY~Trini~  Evanrelial  Cbumh.  352s  W .  2Sth  Srn:30
VALLEY Vl’EW-Community  Center. W. 7th. and  Starkwuthec-a:30
W. S. SOCIAL CLUB, 4427 Pearl Road 1:OO
WINDEMERE--bst  Cleveland Women’r  Club. 1747 Iakcfront~6;~~
8005  GROUP--6005  Lorain  Arc
ELYRIA.  O.- 9.  Andrcw’a  Episc. Church .  Middle  and  ThirL6:30

“‘.

GIGGLES
Papa Hog wandcrcd  down to the brewery and found

a .big  puddle of beer’ that- had been poured out. When
,hc staggered home, M.ama  Hog met him and quickly
shunted him around the barn, out of sight of the baby
pigs. With a furious grunt she exclaimed: “You shnme-
less thing! Whnt do you mean by making such b human
being  of yourself  before the children.

I’d like to be a could-be if I could not be an are;
For a could-be is a may-be with a. chance ‘of rench-

ing far.
I’d rather be a has’  been than a mightihave-been,’

b y  fnr,
For a might-have-been has never been, but the

has-been was an are! - ,,

LIST OF COOPERATlVE  A A  H O S P I T A L S
IIeny’r  H o m e  (SHadyside  4 6 9 2 ) (Ml- 1480Scnatm  Raid
Charity  Hosrital (MAin  9400
Qcveiand  Alcoholic Clinic ( E!

(MW)- Cencrd  and  E 22nd  SL
xpress  8 9 9 8 )  (MW)-7809  E u c l i d  Am

Dcaconcrs  Evongelial  Hospital  (FLorida  0 0 7 0 )  (MW)-4233  Pari  R d .
&SC  Cleveland Clinic (GI.xnvillc  3244)
I~nrqnharsun’s  (TlJxedo  $ 1 8 8 2 )
MneGiilir  Nursing  Home ( R A .

I:,.;;;;-KT  llorne  (MIllrose 1 6 3 5 )  (M)ww.e--
>t. .lohn’s  Horpital  ( W o o d b i n e  57SO)  (M)
. (Xi) men only. (b(W)  men  md  wemen.  (WI  women arl7.

F O R  A”+HORlTATlVE  A A  I N F O R M A T I O N
A N D  L I T E R A T U R E

AA CLEVELAND DISTRICT OFFICE-1007 Schofield Bldg,CII  7387

SAVESALESTAXSTAMPSFORIlfOWNTOWN  OFFICE

THE LIFE OF AL &ND BILL - No.i7-

Yes, I  d i d ,  A l .  ‘The  p o o r  9u7
had  heeu u n d e r  the imp-ion
that  the  recond

5
rt  of it was

“ a n d  t h a t  yonr IFEJ  h a d  he

Did you notice t h e  l o o k  o f  dis-
illusionment  o n  the  face Of t h a t

came  wn&~eabIr”. s o  sbc
Iudl  S o  ahe  ludl

ncwcumer wheu y o u  rent
that detailed explanation of
tint step?

SUNDAY
C Q L L I N W O O D - 1 4 7 0 9  SL Clair  Aveaw :30
LAKEVIEW-CYO  Hall, St. Aloyrius Cbu?&,  & 109tb  & SL  CiairA:oO
MISTLETOE-MacGillls  H o m e .  lS60 M i s t l e t o e  at Wade  Pa-::
NEWBURGH-&.  Catherino’r  Church,  3 4 4 3  E 93rd  St
OUTWAITE  (Negm)-7100  Kinsman 4ticlO~
ST;TERLlN( S t .  Colun~bkill'r  School Hnll.  2 6 4 2  SuMor-A:30
SI’ONSO&IP  MEETZNG-Glmville  Croup. 10421  S t  Qalr +e.+
TRAINING MEETINC---BO23  Detroit Ave. .
W E S T  SIDE-T&i*  Methodirk  W .  99th. a n d  Madlv 8
WARRENSVIL~olet  Forma  Recmtion -1o:Oa  .A E
(ZENEVA.  O . - - t 1 2  Soutd  Brwlra7..- 7:3o
LORAIN.  OHIO-Stir. fi  So&l Center.  7 0 0  Browa7-30:00  &LL

3rd TUESDAY EVERY-tiOm
H O S P I T A L  COMMITTEE-Hrwu  Building. Boolo J70 “290
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Editorial- Justification
What have I done today to justify my own recovery?
It’s a pertinent question that we should put to our-

selves more often than we do. Especially is sucl~ a
unilateral inquiry needed by those of us who have (been
sober a few years. It is so easy to slip into the belief
that, because we have something of a record of sobriety,
we-can sit back like patriarchs and let the younger men
do the work. No special privileges come with seniority
in Alcoholics Anonymous.

When we reach the point where we believe we are con-
fe1  ring a boon upon humanity just  because we refrairt
from makinE  a Fenera nuisance of  ourselves  wc  have
reached a iangC;ous  stage. OUI.
thinking  has become unhinged. And

Sincerity Counts
Uig ai a grizzly hear and about as well poised, the man

on the rostrum didn’t seem to belong there at all. He
couldn’t talk worth a hoot. His grammar was atrocious,
his delivery poor, his manner diffident. He essayed no
orat,ory, and it was passing strange that. he held this
audience of 300  men and women in the palm of his ham-
like hand. Sincerity explained i t .  I t  showed in the
snarkling  eves and the auiet  tones  o f  th i s  self-effacinrr
glnt  wh;  ias  well-groonied  and expensively dressed b$
was definitely the outdoorsy type and fairly exuded well

we incur the risk of Ibetraying  our-
selves as insufferable egotists.

Never must we forget that  SO-
briety is not a great accomplish-
ment in which we can take pride.
Sobriety has merelv  brought us to
that l ine behind which we shodd
never have slipped. We forget
sometimes that sobriety is the nor-
mal condition of most people. And
we should not expect anyone to roll
out the red carpet, scatter roses at
our feet or crown our enlarged brow
with laurel because we have suc-
ceeded at last, with the help of God,
in heinK  normal.

Our gratitude for sobriety should
be unbounded. Eut it cannot find
honest expression if we just inflame
our imaginations with the illusion
that  we are unsung geniuses for
becoqiing  d r y . It can find ex-
pression only if we en’gage  in activities which justify

beilla.  He was an es-tlrunk,  accent on the-first sylla’ble.
Il(a n3s  110 public St)CLlIieL.,  hut he had things Lo say.

“So this psychiatrist gnv~ it to
me cold,” he spoke into the micro-
I)horle. “IIe said I was a faiie and
a  l i a r  and n e v e r  intcritled t.0  crriit

our recovery.
This suggests, immediately,  twelfth step worlr. By

helping the other fellow to regain a normal existence we
are engaging in the fundamental  method of retaining
our OWII sobrietv.

This, howeve;, is not the only way. Grc3L  stress is
laid in the other steps on the need to remold character.
This means that in addition to making oursclres  more
normal people we will treat those around us-family,
friends, business associates and just ordinary men and
women md  meet  every day-with more consideration than
has been our custom. We will remember that they are
sensitive human Ibeincrs.  too. We will keen in mind that
they have  problems anh  troubles and wo&es and hopes
and aspirations like us. We will discover that, contrary
to alI previous convictions. we are not the center of the
univel3e.

Then we will begin to justifv our recovery by acqnir-
ing, slowly but firmly, that sense of humility which recog-
nizes the worth of our fellow man. We will see thal
tolerance must he extended to others if we are to enjoy
il. from others.

Does it not stand Lo reason that it is impossible for
long to watch, entranced, our own image in the pond?
This practice will have disastrous results. Sooner or later
we  will get dizzy and fall in.

We must turn around, forget  ourselves, face the world
and the people in it, especially those who need the help
that only we, who by our experience and the grace of
God,  are equipped to give them.

(Coutirztrrd  011  f?qrr  fm?)

\vlliskeg.  He  s a i d  I  w a s  opinioriat-
ed and obnoxious, that I had come
to he analyzed but had wound up
nointinz out HIS faults.  He said
I was wasting his t ime and he
\roultln’t  take ,nl.v  last few bucks
bccnuse already I’d lost my job and
wife and home and hocked most of
my things.”

Back & the 20th  row, a newcomer
in  AA,  hllnched  forward and iis-
tenet1  hard. He, too, was presently
jobless alit1 wifeless and all b u t
penniless.

“I asked him what I  was SUIJ-
m~seti  to do now,” the bix guy w&t
011. “and he said nothing-nothiilg
at all. Jus t  get drunk and s tay
drunk.  and d i e  d r u n k . It didn’t
matter  to this  bird-this  psychia-

tr is t .  He and 1 were washed up. So I shrugged and
said okay.
so whnl ?

I knew it all the time. I was hopeless and
I would  say  tha t !  I  went  out  of  there  and

for the first time in my life, I tried to follow somebody’s
advice. I got drunk and staved debunk  and onlv missed
tl:;ituz  tllIlltl~ hecausc the noose I’d fasllioned  in n)v  cirllnk-
rlltless  was Loo loose. I atvoke in a souse-trap and it\;-as
there I met up with Alcoholics Anot~yt~tous.”

Tlte  ncwconler  in the 20th row ma&eled  at the big fel-
low’s utter  candor. He hadn’t quite realized yet that
:IIJOUL  two-thirds of the listeners were alcoholics and had
I)ecn  as ‘l>ad  a s  t h e  spealier; and the others were wives
and husl)antls  o f  es-drulllts  and thev.  too.  had been
through the wringer.

~ I ~~-
“You see,” nudged the newcomer’s

spo~~sor,  “In a setting  l ike this ,  with everyone under-
standing anti  everyone  011  ati  equal footing, a guy just
nalurally  le ts  his  hair  down. Everv  man and woman
it1  this room lmows  alcoholism is not a disgrace but a
dise:tse.” Tllr speaker  was makinE  it clear that his first
“s<~lls~‘-tl.:~]J” cot;tnct  with AA hi been four years ago.
What he said about his return  to sobriety, his moral re-
I~a~lrilitation.  his reg:linetl  self-respect. his Eratiturle  was
I)ricf nllti  sinll)lc yet  lt~er~~ci~tlousiy  tlramatic. Wl1al  he
tlitln’t say was rvell Inore iltlprcssive. For  the  man had
at.tainctl hun,ility---not  the kind you talk about but the
inward  kind-and tllat,  it developed, is one goal  of cverr
AA menllber. This hiz  man,  so ill at ease in the pul,l$
eye,  had found tile power sontrwhet~c  to rise frotu deptlls
01’ suicidal d(5paii.  to retrieve his family’s lore, his right-
f111  place in society and a good job in his chosen craft.
Along the way he lint1  tlisrarded  the big-shot complex
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JUSTIFICATION
(Continued from @age  one)

There is not one aspect of our daily lives! in addition
to what work we may do for fellow alcoholics.  iri which
we cannot apply some part of the twelve steps and thus
justify  the recovery which it has been our privilege to
gain.

REHAl3ILITATION
Though we subconsciously rebel at the word “rehabili-

tation” in our AA work, as it appl:ies to most of us, the
fact remains that each of us HAVE been rehabilitated
in lesser or greater degree. By changing our course of
living in eliminating alcohol from our diet, and by accept-
ing the prescribed formula of rehabilitation which AA
offered in its “way of life”, we Ibettered our lives and the
lives of others. There’s no questi6n  in the minds of our
friends that some mysterious force changed us-changed
us for the [better-rehabilitated us. So though our con-
ceit causes us to feel revulsion of accepting it, let’s face
it honestly.

Our tried and tested major recommendation for re-
habilitation of the neophite in AA is insistence that he
digest the twelve steps, accept and apply them . . that
he attend meetings regularly so as to absorb the pl;iloso-
phy of successful AA’s . . . that he do twelfth step work
in helping others.

But recognizedly there are varying degrees of accept-
ance of this program. Some find the simple program too
staid for their neivous energies. Some groups solved

I this with extra social activities.  Card playing became
an acceptable diversion  and unfortunately in many cases
become an extravagant obsession.

Some became interested in hobbies and influenced
others, to the extent that an organized program is in suc-
cessful operation at Cleveland Rehabilitation Center, it’s
facilities lbeing ‘granted us by a greatly interested wel-
fare officer, Miss Belle Greve. A class of 10 is studying
effective pdblic  speaking under a highly capable in-
structor. Another class is enpaned  in cabinet making

_ and refinishing and another s;;r’irisingly  large one in
upholstering. It’s astonishing how quickly the evening
passes and how much really exceptional work  is finished
in such a short period of time. Each Tuesday at seven

I o’clock .brings  new persons seeking a better use of  his
idle time and an outlet of energy.

It has been argued that this does not belong in the AA
program. But the proponents of  the plan argue that
anything which brings A-4’s  together and keeps them
s,ober  is good. Bowling leagues and minstrel shows also
fill this important need for bringing AA’s together for
mutual protection.

The activity in Ohio State Penitentiary is another won-
derful interest-consuming project. It impressed the sev-
eral Clevelantlers who helped in the project,  with the
18 or 20 Columbus members.  There were 120  well-
screened prisoners in attendance at the July 3rd meeting.
Franklyn S. of Cleveland spoke. Following are some of
his interesting observations . . . only those whose records
show an incidence of alcohol as a cause of their crime are
accepted . . . not a single person with a sex-crime is
accepted . . .the men will soon select their own officers
for their own programs .  .  .  at present the Columbus
groups’ committee is furnishing bimonthly speakers and
advisors . . . good, intelliagent  discussion period at this
meeting . . . one and a half  hour session is the rule,
though this July 3rd meeting to the surprise of everyone
was nermitted  to go 15 minutes lonner . . . Warden Alvis
is enthusiastic  at&t  the program”.,  .  congratulatory
telegrams from San Quentin  and Mi&igan  State prisons
were  read . . . The nyeetings  for the p17esent  are held on
the first and third Sunday of each month at two o’clock.
Visitors must be in the .penitentiary  tgates  reception room
at 1:45  P. M. If you plan to go, advise Bert P., Jefferson
Hotel, Columrbus, 0. He is the temporary secretary.

Is this a departure from the AA program? We think
not. When you stop to consider how many times crimes
are committed when under the influence of alcohol, we
all can thank God that He mercifully protected most of US

from paying for crimes which many of these unfortunates
are incarcerated for.

We had the genuine pleasure of  a most interesting
visit with an ex-prisoner of Ohio State Penitentiary. His
crime was forgery. Well educated and with a good in-
come, gradually alcohol and high living developed habits
which he could not control, and he ended in the pen. For
six months he reviled the forces which inflicted this
Iiunliliation  on him, until he finelly  came to the rraliza-
tion that  he was to I)lanle and that alcohol was the con-
tributing ,factor. He eventuallv became editor of the
prison r7ewspaper.  We are printing a piece he wrote at
our request which follows this article. We have written
at unu&al  length on an important subject. But we sin-
cerely believe that AA’s duty lies in utilizing every agency
for getting and keeping  a person sober, supplementing,
not replacing the daily plan.

I KNOW THAT MAN!
The echo of my  footsteps in the long corridor acted

as unnecessarv  drum beats to the singing 1 could hear.
I naused and listened  attentivelv. Men’s voices-the audi-
toi.ium  must have been filled with  folks-singing a deeply
moving spiritual hymn. My spine tingled icilyl$i;;T
of fine music. voices, gave me a heady feeling.
still uil til the “t\inen”  had  closed the sonB.

My “invitation” llad read: Candle-light  seTvices  a t
iiine, Christmas morning. Desk work delayed me. I did
ilot enter the stage-area of the auditorium until after the
candles had been lighted and another hymn was gather-
ing enthusiasm with each chord.

I’arti1l~g  thp curtain at the wgnn  side of tlte  platform
I peered  into rows of rythmicnlly  moving, lighted, candles.
There were thousands of them. My mind quickly com-
pared the scene I was viewing with similar spectacles-
IIollywood  Bowl, Trinity Cathedral and so on. None pre-
sellted the sincerily  I saw in each man’s face lighted and
shadowed by candles that Christmas morning! If hearts
can be w0r11 on sleeves,  tlie hearts of  those nien were
mirrored in the exnression  on their faces.

There was ever< type of face a man can have. I won-
dered where I ’d seen this man. or that one,  before!  I
was  certain I knew three in the second row; there was a
fcallow along the aisle that looked like Jim Brady down at
The  Ihi~k,  the man at the organ was a sure-ringer fol
Don nlcElroy  of the Electric Company.

nfy “picking out fares I ItnOW” stopped when the audi-
torium was suddenly lighted by huge ceiling fixtures. The
song had ended. The men sat down. Now, now I could
see why  that was not Jim Brady, not Don McElroy or
:~II.Y  of the other men I thought of when I looked at the
candle-lighted faces . . . all THESE men wore the same
kind of shirts,  the same color trousers,  there were no
tirs nor coats! I was on the stage of the penitentiary’s
chapel,  the men out on the tiers or benches were pri-
FOIICl'S  !

While the candles were’  l ighted and I saw only the
F:I(TS  of I~,PI,  . . . I could not have known they were

I)~.isclllc~l~s  in OLIN  state ’s  penitentiary.-John E. I(.

SINCERITY COUNTS .
(Corrtirrllcd  from page one)

which had stamped him as “opinionated and obnoxious,”
and had substituted a new and humble self-annraisal. a
new sense of  values which rewarded him &th  serene
contentment.”

“Can I do all this?” the newcomer asked wonderingly.
“Not alone,” his sponsor quickly replied. “ ‘But if  you
actually use t,he tools AA will  supply, you can’t fail .
Man,  look around you. Some of this program you must
Lake 011  FAITH at the outset. But as to its effectiveness
-here is the living, breathing proof.  “I can’t believe
they ever kicked the gong around like I did,” murmured
lhe impressed newcomer, but his sponsor just laughed.

-AUq AIlv,  Dcllrer,  Cola.

SIJJ3SCRIPTION  LAG
‘I’llongh  q u i t e  a few  mrnibeiz  responded to our last

nl~lnth’s  plea for subscriptions, the net loss for the month
\v:~s  60,  as we had an unusual number of expirations in
.Jt1t1e--1$2.  In July 1%  subscriptions expire and we again
pl~itl  for sustained support.
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SCIENCE TELLS US
In a relativelv  homoneneous erouo  of men and women,

we find a wide ‘divergence of p&soliality  between people
who said they drank moderately and those who said they
never touched the stuff. The drinker is more moody,
cynical, argumentative,  stubborn, pessimistic and restless

“than  the non-drinker and feels more misunderstood. Tests
have shown conclusively that drinkers like the company
of other drinkers and are particularly interested in ex-
citing pastimes like playing poker and attending murder
trials, and in the opposite sex. The elbow-benders are
considerably more materialistic and selfish, less loyal to
friends. fonder of money-of which they have less. Most
of then;  had unhappy childhoods, but as  adults they con-
sider themselves generous and affectionate. Tests credit
them with a keener sense of humor than non-drinkers.
The drinking man easily condones unconventional be-
havior, and he seems to ,be  more liberal politically and
more international-minded. But he has more race preju-
dice and frequently maintains that woman’s place is
strictlv  in the home. Married oeoule  tend to drink more
than bachelors, and contrary ‘to popular belief that a
college education stimulates interest in the bottle, the
tests indicate that college  Eraduates  drink less than non-- -
collegiates.

AA DISTRICT OFFICE
A man who called the ofFice  recently for help saying

that he had never had an AA contact seemed to know
a great deal about AA ,procedure. We asked him how
come and he told us. Some years a’go  a stranger asked
his assistance in locating a Madison Avenue street ad-
dress. Accompanying the inquirer our friend found him-
self at an AA meeting. He had not felt that he needed
AA at that time (but  had never forgotten what he heard,
hence call to office.

Office work report for June 1949: 81 general services
rendered to members and groups; 12 speakers supplied;
27 requests for informative literature filled; 53 requests
for contact turned over to 30  group secretaries: 39 were
receptive to first contact; 5 were not ready to accept the
program ; 6 AA contact attempted without success and
3 were not AA cases.

TRINITY
On Saturday, August 6th,  three generations of AA will

be represented by “grandpa” Clarence IS.,  the man who
brought AA to Cleveland and with 11% years of con-
stancy as his record; Clarence sponsored Charlie S., whose
nine years have been crowded with great service: Charlie
“fathered” Kenny J. six years ago and Aurie K. six
months ago and they as “‘grandsons” also have made
excellent contributions to AA’s success. These four will
each give short leads. Should be a interesting session.

On August 13th the group will be addressed by two
Amishmen  who have many friends in this area. They
are Mose Y. of Fredericksburg and John M. of Millers-
burg. Both have a fine sense of humor with a sound and
firm grasp of the program. Ought to bring quit a
crowd. for a number of their Amish friends and wives
will attend.

The group extends a welcome to all AA. Trinity meets
at 3525 West 25th St., just north of the junction of
Scranton and West 25th St. Time 9:OO  P. M.

CHARDON  CELEBRATES THIRD
The Chardon  group assembled a large crowd to help

celebrate its third anniversary on July 15th. Jack D.,
one of the oldest AA’s in experience made a most im-
pressive talk. The wives cooperated beautifully by sup-
plying an excellent repast. Bill T, secretary, was quite
proud of the event.

BROOI<L+N
Schedule of the Brooklyn group which meets Wetlnes-

days in K. of P. Hall on Broadiew Rd., at 8:45  sharp, is
as follows : July 27th,  Mrs. Jean F. of Chardon,  August
3rd,  an extra special surprise. Be there! August 10131,
the four F. ibrothers.  Everybody welcome.

- -
We heard that accordinc  to a Cleveland salesladv.

brassieres come in five sizesysniall,  niedium,  large, WOi\i
and YE  GODS!

CENTRAL COMMITTEE
But six groups remembered that the Central Committee

meets on the first Tuesdav of each month, even if it occurs
on the day dfter a holiday. The importance of each
group sending an. able representative to this committee
regularly cannot ,be  emphasized too much. Central Com-
mittee is the official voice of all groups in the Greater
Cleveland area. Its decisions on activities necessarily
concern each group, whether .they  subscribe to it or not.
So far it has made sur,prisingly  few mistakes and on the
credit side it has contributed much to the maintenance of
AA’s fine traditions and standards. But obviously, should
this small element of the faithful lose interest and stay
away, AA would gradually deteriorate. So, group secre-
taries, get your representative there on August 2nd. It
really is important.

There will be no hospital meeting during the summer.
Nest meeting September 20th.

FORMER CLEVELANDER  WRI’+ES
Frank W., former secretary and founder of the South-

east group, and who was  exceedingly active in Cleveland
AA circles before illness necessitated his seeking another
rliniate,  advises us that he finally got a second group
started in l’ucs011,  Arizona. It’s called the University
S~~uarc  group  and  nlrlets  in Collgrcgational  I-Iouse,  824
North Second Ave., Tucson. Frank’s address is Box 87,
Iloute  4. Phone 1148-54.

Any Clevelnllders  touring through Tucson will be
assured  :I royal reception from lonely  Frank.

GIGGLES
Willie got a zero on his history test. He says the clues-

tion was “Why did the pioneers go into the wilderness?”
At~tl  the teacher told him his answer was very interesting
but incorrect.

---o-
A middle-aged woman lost her Ibalance  and fell out of

:I \\illtlow  into a large  garbage can. A Chinaman  passed
Ibv  and seeir)E  her, said “Melicans  velly  wasteful: that
Norman  good lor ten years yet.

P O - - - - -
An old drunkard from tie Panhandle saw so many

pink elephants and purple snakes  that he hired a hall
and put up a sign, “25~  to see the Zoo.” A couple of
customers resented the fact that thev  saw nothing but
four bare walls and swore out a complaint. The sheriff
took the warrant and set out to make the arrest. The
old drunkard hauled out his jug and offered the sheriff
a drink. The sheriff took three snifters and paid him
$601)  for half interest in his show.

---0
A girl was sitting  at a bar drinking and after she had

four drinks she began  to feel ‘good.  At the other end
of the bar sat a voung  n~an  watchine:  this eirl and when
hc  &,w  how  she f’elt  II;?  went over to i;er and’said, “Would
five  nlake  you dizzy?” She answered, “The price is 0. K.,
11~1.  tlic  ninie  is Dnisy.”

---o-
“Cats and people are funny animals Cats have four

paws but only one maw. People have forefathers and only
one mother. When a cat smells a rat he gets excited,
so do people. Cats carry tails and a lot of people carry
tales, too. All cats have fur coats. Some people have
fur coats and the  ones who don’t have fur coats say catty
things about the ones who have them.”

- - 0

Sort of funny, when a garageman makes a mistake, he
adds it to vour bill. When a Dreacher  makes a mistake.
nobody kn&vs  the difference. *When a lawyer makes a
mistake, it ,was  just what he wanted because he has a
chance to try the case all over again. When a judge
makes a mistake, it becomes the law of the land. When
a doctor makes a mistake, he buries it. But when the
editor makes a mistake . . . good night! The whole world
knows it!

---O-
“And what’s your husband’s average income, Mrs.

Brown 1” “About midnight, usually.”
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CIeveland Groarp  RIeeLPngs
MONDAY

ADDISON-Weshni”ster  Church, N.E. Cor. Addison &  Wade Park..S:3  0
BORTON-E.  Cleve.  Gong.  Church, Page &  Euclid. _.______.__.____  ____ _____ 8:41
DETROIT  MONDAY-8023 Detro i t  Ave ............ . . . . . . . . . ........... . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30
FhIRMOUNT-St.  Paul’s Episcopal. F&mount  and Coventry....-8:3  0
LAKE SHORE-Legion Hall. 1372 Warren R d  .  .

Dinner  at  7 :OO  P. M. Meeting ............................ .............. ............. . -8 :30
LAKEWOOD-ORCHARD  GROV%Comnnmity  Center Bldg.

Detroit A v e . and St. Charles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :. -8 :3O
LAKEWOOD  MEN’.%-St.  Peter’s Episc., W. Clifton &  Detro+....8:3  0
LEE  MONDAY-First Presb.  Church, E. Cleve.,  Nela  and  E”clld.B:3O
J.ORAIN AVE.-Banater  Hall Annex, W: 1.2Oth  at LCX~I” .--I  u-.8:30
FkARiW  HOSPITAL-E. 124th and Fatrh~ll..._.........._ -

......

. . . . . . . . . . . 7:30
-Corpus Christi  Basement, 4202 Stwkney  (E. OF Pearl  Bd).d:JO

SHAKER HEIGHTS-Christ Eplsc.,  Church. 3451 Warrwmville..-8:3  0
SOUTH EAST GROUP-Holy Name Hall, 8328 Broadway......--....a:3  0
UNION-12907 Union Are ...................... ..~..............~ ...................... -. .... .8:30
WEST 25th ST.-Marvel Hall, 2858 W. 25th St . . ..~..................~...~ . .8:30
WILLOUGHBY-Presbyterian Church, Willoughby. 0 . .  ..... .-......--.  8:30
WOMEN’%East  SidtEmmanuel  Church, 8610 Euclid . . . . ....... . . . . . . . . . 8:30
WOMEN’&West  SidcWest  Blvd. Christ., W. Blvd. % W. 101....8:3  P
MEDINA.  O . - S t . Paul’s Episcopal Parish House.  .._........_ ....... ..-. ... ..8.3  0

T U E S D A Y
ARCADE-Euclid Ave. Baptist, E. 18tb  &  Euclid ................. .._ ........... 8:30
CHARITY-Last Tues.of  each month-Charity Hosp.N”rses’Aud....8:3  0
CLARK-4105 Clark Ave. Upstairs . .._......................................-...~-.- . .8:30
EAGLE TRAININGSalvation  Army. E. 9th EL  Eagle . ..-  ..-. . .._ . . . . 8:00
EDGELAKE--CommuniN  Center Bldg., St. Charles and Detroit

Dinner a t 7 : 0 0 P. M.-Meeting.. ....... ................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..-..: . . . . . . I:30
EUCI,II).WADE-Calvary  Presbyterian Church, E. 79 &  Euchb-8:30
FAIRVIEW  PARK-Fairvicw  hptist.  I.omin  and W.  212th St...R:3 0
MlJXS-J.EE-Mount  Hope Church. E. 164th. north of Miles........ ..8:3  0
MT. PIXASANT-Eastmew  Gong.  Church, 15615 Kitlsman  Rd.-.-B:3  0
SMITJI-WILSON-Nativity School. 9510 Aetna Road ........................ 8:30
SUPERIOR-Immaculate  Conception. E. 43rd and S”perior.........-..8:3  0
WEST PARK-West Park Baptist Church. W. 152nd  and Lorai”....S:J  0
WEST SJDE MEN’S-St. Patrick’s Hall.  Bridne at W. 38tb.--...8:3  0
LORAJN. O.- Community Hall, 23rd and Beech  Sts .......... .._.......__  8:00
PAINESVILLE, O.-Stag-33 N. State Street.. ................... ..~...~ ...... 8:30
STRONGSVILLE.O.-Town Hall ........................................... ..~ ............... 8 : J 0

WEDNESDAY
BAXTER AVE.-6527 Baxter Ave .......................... ..~......~ ............. I . . . . . 8:30
BROOKLYN-K of P Hall. 3316 Broadview,  east  of Pearl Rd.-.-S:45
COLLINWOOD-147fl9  St. Clair Ave. . . . . . .._.._..._......-......-..............- . .8:30
DENISON-7403 Denis”” A v e . . . . . . .._....................................~..~ ........ _.____  8:JO
DOAN  MEN’S-2028  E. 105th St., 2nd floor, side entrance _.__._____  8:45
EAST SIDE MORNING-2028 E. 105th St.. . . . . .._.........._~.  1O:OOA.  bf.
GARFIELD HEIGHTS-Trinity Baptist, E. 94th and Garfield Blvd.-S:30
1~ ROAD-First Eng. Luth . . Derbyshire and Euclid Hts, Blvd.....8:3  0
WARRENSVILLE-Women’s House of Correction _.______  _  .._._..__  . . 6:80
BEDFORD, O.-Y. M. C. A., Tarbell  Are ......... .............. ....... .._ ........... 8:30
ELYRIA O.-St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Middle and Third-J:OO
LORAIN:  O. -ANTLERS-St .  MatYs School, Reid Ave .,.____  ____ _.____  8:30

THURSDAY
ALLENDALE-St. Paul’s Episc. Church, 15837 Euclid Ave....-.....S:JO
ANGLE--St. bfalachi’s Church. 2549 Washin t o ” Ave. . . . ..___.__......____.  8:30
BROADWAY-SSth-Our  Lady of Lourdes dcbool Hall . . . . . .._..._____._  8:30
COVENTRY-Fairmount Presbyterian Chapel. Scarborough -.-....-8:30
GLENVILIX-10421 St. Clair . . . . .._._..__..........................~  - .._____-.  - .._.__  -9:OO
LORAIN  AVE.-Banater  Hall Annex. W. 120th St. at Lorain...-..8:30
OUTHWAITE-(Negro) Woodland Center. 7100 Kinsman..-..---8:30
THURSDAY AFTERNOON WOMEN-6409 Detroit Ave......-.....S:OO
WARR~~SVI1.1,E-(Infirn1ary)  Administration BuildinR..............7:(10
WEST SIDE-7403 De&on Ave . . . . . . . . . . .._._.._._........................-...  IO:30 A . hf.
WEST PARK WOMEN-West Park Baptist Church. 15218 Lorain  8:00
WY,\NDOTTE-Redeemer  Hall. Andrew  and Detroit (rear)..........8:30
BEREA O.-Fine Arts Club. E. Bagley  Rd., 3 drs. east of EsstIa”d..8:30
EAST f.AKE-Vine  and Campbell, Willoughby, 0 . ..__._._._..___......-...  8:30
GENEVA, O.-Townsend Hall. Main St., west of BroadwaJr  ._....._._______  8:30
PAINESVILLE.O.-33  N. State St., Third Floor . . ..__._..._.___  _ ..__._...._._._  8:30

FRIDAY
CEDAR-Salvation Army, 2181 E. 55th St .______,._._....__.___._____........._______  8:lS
GORDON SQUARE-St. Helena’s Hall. 1367 W. 65th St ._.____.______  8:30
LEE ROAD-2056 E. 105th. K. of P. Hall _._____._...__._............................  8:30
MILES MEN’S-Stag Group, 4141 E., 116th St ..__.__.____..___...~....  __ ____.  8:30
NORTHEAST-2028 E . 105th St .._.._____.._._._.._....  _ . . . . . ..__.___._.....................  8:30
ROCKY RIVER-St. Christopher’s Hall. Lakeview  off Detmit-..8:30
ST, JOHN’S HOSPITAGFirst  Friday of each month .._...._..____.____.__  8:30
WEST SIDE YOUNG PEOPLE-St. Rose’s Hall. W. llCDetroit...8:30
BEREA-Social room of Berea  Gong.  Church. Seminary and Cb”rch..S:JO
CHAGRIN FALLS, O.-American Legion, E. Orange St . . . .._..._.______..  8:30
CHARDON,  O.-Thrasher House, Water St., Cbardo” 0 ..____._.__.____.  8:30
EUCLID, O.-Holy Cross Church, E. 200th  and Lake Shore Blvd.....E:30
LORAIN-AVON-11  12 W. Erie St.. Lorain, 0 .____._._.._  _____ __..__________.  8:30
MENTOR. O.-Mentor Methodist Church _________._.._..__._...........__  ~ ____.._____.._  8:30
OBERLIN, O.-America” Legion Home. S. Main and Hamilton....8:30

SATURDAY
BROADWAY hfEN’S-St.  John’s Luth. Church, Cable at Broad......;:;;
CROSSROADS-Euclid Avenue Baptist Church, East 18tb,
GLENVILLE-10421 St. Clair ._._...__..._.._..__..........  I _______ _  _.____._  _  __...._____.._.___  9i30

.  GOSPEL CENTER-6920 Lexington  Ave . . . ..““..“.......‘..............~..  _... 8:30
LAKEWOOD  Sat. Nit-Redeemer Hall. Andrew, “ear Detrolt...S:JO
MATT TALBOT-St. Philip Neri Church, E. 82nd and St. Clair-..8:30
PARMA-St.  Charles Church Basement, Charles and Ridge.....-....8:30
REDWOOD-Euclid Lutheran Church, E. 260 and Oriole _...............  8:30

(Three blocks south of Lake Shore Boulevard)
TRINITY-Triniky  Evangelical Church, 3525 W. 25th St ._......_...._  8:30
VALLEY VIEW-Community Center, W. 7th and Starkweatber......8:30
W. S.  SOCIAL CLUB. 4427 Pearl Road _.____________._._......___.....__........._  .-8:O0
WINDEMERE-East Cleveland Wome”‘s  Club, 1747 Lakefront-...9:00
8005 GROUP-8005 Lorairl  Ave ._._.._...__._.._._.....................~.................~~  8:30
ELYRIA, O.-St. Andrew’s Episc. Church, Middle and Third...--.8:30

G I G G L E S
An old “Toper”  who has lost all his week ends for the

last thirty years, recently approached our front porch in
a series of intricate maneuvers calculated to bring him
in line with the steps. When he saw me sitting there he
waved, paused for a moment to rest against a stiff breeze
blowing around the corner, and moaned, “‘Sawful. Simply
awful. Wazziscountry-comin’to?” “Whats  the trouble?”
I asked. “Do you realize,” he said “tha’ inna  las’ six
months the cost of living has gone up a dollar and’ a half
a quart 1”

A good memory is one that is so poor you can’t remem-
ber what you worried about yesterday!

- -

LIST OF COOPERATIVE AA HOSPITALS
Betty’s IImne  (SJJndyside  4692)
Charity llospital  (hIi\in 940

(hl). ......................... 3480 Scranton Road

P
(hfW)_. .............. central a n d E . 2 2 n d St.

Cleveland  Alcoholic Cli”ic ( xpress  8998) (hIW)........780  9 Euclid Avc
Deaconrss  Evangelical Hospitnl  (FI.orirl~  0070) (hIW)....423 3 Pearl Rd.
East Cleveland  Cliuic (CLmville  3244)  (hfW)............1324  O Euclid Ave.
l’ar~hnrson’s  (TL’aedn 5-18P2)  (hfl...... .............................
hIacGillis  Nursing Home (RI\.  2556) (MW)

6037 Pearl  R<I.

........ . . . . . ........... . . . . . . ....... . . . . . . . . . . ...... . . . . . . . . . .
Ryan’5  N\II-sialrr Jl<mw  (;\I111

1560  Mistletoe Dr. at Wade Park
I~FP  16.35) (fir)

bt. !oh’s IlmPital (\!‘oodhi”e  5750) (hf)
8112.3  nettoit  ..\, . . .

. .
.............................

. . 791 1 Detroit Ave.

FOR AUTHORITATIVE AA INFORMATION
AND LITERATURE

AA CI.EVEf.AND  DISTRICT OFFICE-1007 Schofield Bldg.....CH  7387

SAVE SAI~ESTAXSTAMPSFORDOWNTOlW  OFFICE

THE LIFE OF AL ANI)  BILL - No. 28

SUNDAY

1st TUESDAY EXERY MONTH
CKNTRAL COhlMITTEE-IIanna Building, R o o m 370 _._____._________  8:30

3rd TUESDAY EVERY MONTH
IIOSPI1‘AL  COXIMrrTl3E--II~ drl”3 Building. Room  370 _____..._____.__  8:30
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Editorial-B. R. B. Attacks
Some of us, years after we have accepted the program

of Alcoholics Anonymous, may suffer recurrent attacks
of B.R.B.

This is a pernicious ailment that is a hangover from
drinking days. Its symptoms are a general debility, a
lack of interest in anything and a lackadaisical loitering,
waiting for something to happen.

B.R.B. is the Bar Room Blank. We became infected
with it when perched on a high stool, our feet on the
laii, our clbo~vs  on the bar,  we pazcd  at tilt!  wall, tllr
mirror which sent ,baclr  all horrific imarc  of a tlrutlk, or
a iww of bott les and developed that  vapidity of t)lintl
which, we thought, marked US out
among our fellows as mental giants.

We suffered from a lack of any-
tiling  to do, we were bound by thr
fact that we  weren’t going anywhere
and we waited, half interested, fol
something to happen.

B.R.B. stands for a general  lack of
purpose in life. Sutl’erers  discovered
that  they never got anywhere and
the only thing that ever happened
was that they got drunk again.

Now  that we are sober some of us
fall into the blank wall stare again.
We decide to do nothing and wait
for something to happen.

Had this ailment attacked the men
who started Alcoholics Anonymous
you and 1 still would be drunks if
we  were so much as still alive.

You’ll only get somewhere if‘ you
get up and go. In drinking days
there was no nurnose  in life impor-
tant to us other  than to get another

Any Shortcomings ?
He had a “nlad on”. Sitting apart from others and

with a dour expression on his face he silently implied
tllat  he wanted to be left alone,

We were fascinated. We couldn’t resist sneaking a
glance  at him to see if the speaker’s impressive tall;
wasn’t hniing  any elfect  on him. But there wasn’t any
chailge. As a matter of fact his face seemed to set in
tleeper lines.

drink. Now, if our thinking is straight, the idea of a drink
is the most ridiculous notion. Now, we have a purpose
in life: to stay sober ourselves and to help sober the
fellow who is afflicted as are we. With such a job he-
fcrc  us there is no excuse for nnt .goirg  somewhrre.

This in mundane terms. can be translated into visitin%
prospects, visiting the hospitals and attending meetings.
On another but st i l l  important plane i t  ran 1x2 inter-
preted as increasing social relations with those other
members of the group \vho  have become our new friends.

There is no excuse for any member of Alcoholics
Anonymous ever saying that he has no place to go.

Likewise the motion of waiting for something to happet
is silly. Go out and make something happen! Get sonic
poor devil soher  and see what happens, not only to him
but to his family, his frientls, his business assoc*~atts.

The depressions that bring on attacks of B.R.B. should
be assessed for what they are-temporary moods that
we have not yet learned to avoid. As time goes on they
will be less and less f’requent, i f  we try s incerely to
follow the program. They are the result  of negative
thinking. They are fingers of the past vainly trying  to
touch us again. If only me will remember at such times
that in becoming members of Alcoholics Anonymous we
have given up nothing worthwhile and gained evcrythitlp
that counts we will be able to dissipate these attacks
before they settle on us. We have pained fun. hanpiness,
peace of mind. fellowship, friends, joys, inspiration and
experience. All this hecause  we have taken the antidntc
to attacks of B.R.B.-given of ourselves.

'1'11~ spc;~kc~r  w a s  atlalgzing  t h e
t\\-clve steps. Doing a beautiful job
of it, too. I'or a two year man he’d
c’oll~e : I  l011g nay  t o  be i n  constatlt
tlcmantl as a speaker. He  was elo-
quc’lrt,  seemed to be sincere and held
his cro~d's  attention with a fine ad-
nlistiire  of Iiu~nor.

11~  laid great stress on making a
cotlll>lete  surrender and upon work-
ine  tile twel f th  s tep . Good sound
AA alriaht. Heard it often.

But suddenly we mere shocked into
i~calizill~ that  t h e  s p e a k e r  was tlis-
tiii.iliilg  us. Our conscimce  was tell-
ing us that we  should listen. He had
I~:lc!ctraclietl  to emphasize step num-
her seveli-the  step that  contained
the fewest  words in all twelve. He
tlinititailletl  that  in this one stel) we
had the essence  of the entire pro-
pl’am  and yet  most  AA’s were in-
clilled  to relax on this one and finally
forget to follow through. We peeked

ovei'  to our morose frieticl and saw that the statement
Ilatl  disturl,etl  him too.

The speaker  insisted that  nlost of us wore our humility
as a cloak; that if all of us were truly hunlblc  we woul~l
IIPVPI' roniplain.  noI' caoIIld  we  c’v(‘r havp wccntrncnts  01’
hatred in our hearts. That if we complelely  surrendered
and accepted ALL of A.4.  that this meant  steadi’astly,
daily  applying EYEICY  S’I’EI’  and not skipping AN\--
ONi% In Step Sewn  “We humbly asked God to reniovc
our shortcomings”. Ditl  we Y

Hear, Hear! Who was this u1jstart.Y  What right ditl
he have to tell us old-timers that we wore our humility
as a cloak! Our dour-faced  friend and we each had longer
than  seven years in this rnoveinent! And this neophite
was trying to shove this dowu  our throats?

'l-he  spcaliri~ added  to our itltiipnntion  when he 111nde
tlrr assertion that inost  nlrc~holics  were fickle and enIo-
tionnlly  rinablc  to  remain  constant,  and without daily
impressing  ourselves with the need for humilitv  we would
lose it and become smug and complacent, obli<ious to the
fart  that me wre  lapsi!lg  back into the habit of runninrr
four  own lives to suit ourselves without conferring with
Him to Whom me had onre humbly committed our lives.

R e m o v e  o u r  short,comings?  Did  w e ?  H a d  we  taken
llic  trouble to rheclli with others what was offensive in
1,':  1 Or. hnvinp  checked had we  honestly tried with the
11clr1  of God to winovc theni ? Horn  m a n y  shortcomings
1173~1  wc  remover1  prrmnnently?

Well, 1-lie shovel; was c'wat. Tllc  s‘uy  hit us sn~nck Iw-
twcn tlIe ews. T t  h i t  ou1’  friclld  t o o .  Rot11  o f  11s  IF-

/l-orilirrrr,~,f  OII  pror  tw7i
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(Continned  from page  oncl

luctantlv tr ied to defend ourselves with self-justif ication,
but  we “were l icked.  We knew i t .

A n d  w i t h  s e r i o u s  t h o u g h t s  i n  o u r  h e a r t s ,  b o t h  o f  u s
w e n d e d  o u r  w a y  homewaid,  h e  t o  h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  t o w n
and 1 to  mine.  And we both fel l  on our knees that  night ,
k n o w i n g  t h e  s p e a k e r  w a s  r i g h t ,  h u m b l y  a s k i n g  G o d ’ s
f o r g i v e n e s s  f o r  l e t t i n g  s l o v e n l y  t h i n k i n g  d i s t u r b  t h e
minds which once had been dedicated to Him in al l  s in-
ceri ty.

How do we know our fr iend did this?
We have a telephone.

THE REBIRTH OF CONSCIENCE
It  is  fairly evident that  ours is  a program wherein the

g r e a t e s t  g o o d  c a n  c o m e  t o  t h o s e  i n  g r e a t e s t  n e e d .  I t
w o u l d  s e e m  t o o  t h a t  i n  A A  a  m a n  m u s t  w a n t - h e  m u s t
h u n g e r  f o r  o u r  w a y  o f  l i f e - b e f o r e  h e  c a n  f u l l y  e n j o y
its  benefi ts . M e r e l v  lookinc  f o r  “somethinz”  i s  o n e
t h i n g ,  b u t  searching”for  i t  \vyth  c o n s c i e n c e  as’>a  l a n t e r n
t o  rtuide  u s  i s  a n o t h e r .  W h e n  self-resuect  i s  i n  t h e  b a l -
a n c e - w h e n  a l c o h o l i s m  i s  u n d e r m i n i n g *  i t s  v e r y  f o u n d a -
t i o n s - w h e n  w e  a r e  d o w n  t o  t h e  v e s t i g e s  o f  t h e  t h i n g s
w e  h o l d  s a c r e d - s o m e t h i n g  w i t h i n  u s  s e e m s  t o  cry o u t .
I t  i s  t h i s  s t i l l  s m a l l  voice  t h a t  h a s  p r o m p t e d  mally  ill
t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e  a n d  a  h a l f  t o  s e e k  a n  a n s w e r  i n  t h e
p r o m i s e  o f  A A . T h e  n u m b e r  o f  t h o s e  w h o  i n  h o n e s t y
a n d  a l l  h u m i l i t y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  A A  w a y  o f  l i f e  a r e  legion
- f o r  t h e m  i t  w a s  t h e “ r e b i r t h  o f  c o n s c i e n c e ” - a  c o n -
s c i e n c e  l o n g  s t i f l e d  a n d  s u b m e r g e d  b y  t h e  d i s t r e s s  a n d
despair  that  overwhelms the alcoholic. Y e s ,  a  man  m u s t
w a n t - w a n t  d e s p e r a t e l y  i t  s e e m s  b e f o r e  h e  i s  r e a l l y  nill-
ing to let  his  conscience be his  guide. Somewhere i t  is
w r i t t e n  a  m a n  m u s t  b e  b o r n  a g a i n - p e r h a p s  i n  t h i s  w-
spect man and his conscience is one.

SIGNPOSTS TO HAPPINESS
T h e  i n g r e d i e n t s  o f  h a p p i n e s s  a r e  s o  s i m p l e  t h a t  t h e y

c a n  b e  c o u n t e d  o n  t h e  f i n g e r s  o f  o n e  h a n d . Happiness
comes from within.  i ts  foundations are simple goodness
a n d  a  c l e a r  c o n s c i e n c e . Self ishness  is  i ts  -reai enemy,
b u t  t o  m a k e  a n o t h e r  h a p p y  i s  t o  b e  h a p p y  o n e ’ s  s e l f .  I t
c a n n o t  b e  b o u g h t - i n  f a c t  m o n e y  h a s  l i t t l e  t o  d o  w i t h
r e a l  hanniness.  F u r t h e r  w e  s h a l l  n e v e r  f i n d  i t  i n  c r o w d s
- b u t  i f  *is o f t e n  f o u n d  i n  t h e  c o n t e m p l a t i o n s  o f  s o l i t u d e .
The discovery of certain individual  quali t ies depends on
w h e t h e r  w e  t a k e  p e r s o n a l  inventorie&-we  c a n  -only  i m -
p r o v e  o u r s e l v e s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t - s o  f o r  p e a c e
o f  m i n d  w e  m u s t  b e g i n  w i t h  s e l f  a n a l y s i s . N o  o n e  cat1
ever be happy unless he is  reasonably satisfied with him-
self.

W i l l i a m  H e n r y  C h a n n i n g ’ s  p r e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  happitless
i s  a s  f o l l o w s : “ T o  l i v e  c o n t e n t  w i t h  s m a l l  m e a n s - t o
s e e k  e l e g a n c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  l u x u r y - a n d  r e f i n e m e n t  r a t h e r
than fashion-to be worthy, not respectable -and wealthy,
n o t  r i c h ;  t o  s t u d y  h a r d ,  t h i n k  q u i e t l y ,  t a l k  g e n t l y ,  a c t
f r a n k l y ;  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  s t a r s  a n d  bjrds,  t o  b a b e s  and
sages, w i t h  o p e n  h e a r t ;  t o  b e a r  a l l  c h e e r f u l l y ,  do a l l
bravely,  await  occasions,  hurry never;  in a word,  to let  the
spir i tual ,  unbidden and unconscious,  grow up through the
common”. - T h e  L i f e l i n e ,  V a n c o u v e r ,  B .  C.

VISITOR FROM  HOIJSTON
A  f o r m e r  C l e v e l a n d  m e m b e r ,  E l l i o t t  I<.,  d r o p p e d  i n  fol

a  v i s i t  recentlv.  U n o n  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  H o u s t o n .  T e x a s .  Ilc
w r o t e  o n e  o f  the n i c e s t  l e t t e r s  i t  h a s  ‘ b e e n  nui’gond  ior-
tune to receive. H e  w r o t e  i n  Dart .  .  .  “ I  d i d n ’ t  f u l l y
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  m y  visid  t o  C l e v e l a n d  u n t i l  I  g,;i.
back to  Houston. I t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  A A
which Cleveland radiated. It .  was a good shot in the arm
f o r  b o t h  E l e a n o r  a n d  m e .  W e  o w e  a n  e t e r n a l  tlcbt  t o
the AA’s of  Cleveland,  more to some than to others ,  Ijut,
with and through the help of God we hope to repay t.hnn
in a small  measure by the things we do,  and fully through
our p r a y e r s  f o r  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y o n e . ”

B o t h  a r e  a c t i v e  i n  t h e i r  a d o p t e d  c i t y ,  a n d  Elcnno~~
h o p e s ,  t h r o u g h  h e r  w o m e n ’ s  g r o u p ,  t o  s e c u r e  brtts  i n
a  nursing  h o m e  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e . S p a d e  w o r k  h a s  hrrn
done and the operator is  evincing:  interest .

Houston wil l  celebrate i ts  tenth anniversary in January.

\\‘HA’l”S  T H E  \\‘EIGHT  ?
D i s c u s s i n g  r e s e n t m e n t s ,  a  g u y  n a m e d  X  g a v e  m e  a n

excellent No-Resentment formula. I t  w a s  a  s i m p l e  o n e .
Y o u  al?vays  a s k  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  e v e r y  t i m e  you  s e e  a n g e r
or rcsentnient  c o m i n g  y o u r  w a y :

How much does i t  weigh?
X  s a i d  h e  u s e d  t o  b l o w  h i s  t o p  a b o u t  e v e r y t h i n g .  H e

said he hutt  his  top-blowing mechanism so well  worn that
t h e  b e s t  Iubricatinrr  o i l  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  nlade  i t  work a n v
better. S o m e t i m e s  a l l  t h a t  w a s  r e q u i r e d  t o  s e t  i t  nt?
was the failure of someone to l ike the same movie he did,
o r  t h e  s a m e  a u t h o r  h e  a p p r o v e d . I f  h e  s a i d  h e  l i k e d
c o w - d a n c e  m u s i c ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  g u y  s a i d  h e  d i d n ’ t ,  S
p u t  h i m  d o w n  a s  a  f o o l  a n d  a n  e n e m y .

W h e n  i t  c a m e  t o  s u c h  m o m e n t o u s  m a t t e r s  a s :  “ C o u l d
D e m p s e y  l i c k  L o u i s  1” X  s a i d  h e  h a d  t h e  v a l v e  w o r k i n g
s o  s l i c k  h e  w o u l d  a c t u a l l y  g e t  w h i t e  i n  t h e  f a c e  w i t h
anger if  the other fel low said:  No, he didn’t  think Demp-
sey could l ick him. The matter  of  whether or  not  people
s h o u l d  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  w e a r  Z o o t  S u i t s ,  r e a l l y  h a d  h i m
Iburning,  a s  d i d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  F r a n k  S i n a t r a ’ s  v o c a l
abil i ty,  or  was Bob Hope a jerk,  or  not  a  jerk.

But,  w h a t  r c a l l v  g o t  h i m ,  h e  s a i d ,  w a s  a n y  d e v i a t i o n
Irot  tile  ttni~mnl  ‘ i n  h u m a n  contluct.  ‘I’0  hare  snnieolre
step i n  f r o n t  o f  h i m  ill  a  w a i t i n g  l i n e ,  o r  prat)  the Ijest
scat, 01’ w h i s t l e  a t  h i s  g i r l  frielld,  or t e l l  soulething  he
Iol~l  111(~11i  n o t  10 Icll,  c o u l d  illfurinte  bill1  to  tticb  p o i n t
rlf tlr)niiritle.

“ T h e  anlazinz  thinr  about  i t .”  X sa id .  “was .  tha t  when
i t  h a p p e n e d  to som&one  e l s e  rind  t h e y ’  w e r e  ofl’endetl,  I
couldn’ t  figure  i t . I  couldn’t  see why anyone should get
tllntl  a b o u t  allything-unless  i t  h a p p e n e d  t o  lne.”

‘I’llen. a f t e r  attetlttine  a n  A A  nleetine  w h e r e  t h e  mat-
tc&r  o f  ;,esentmcnts  haci  b e e n  thoroughly.  t h r e s h e d  a r o u n d ,
S  r e a l l y  w e n t  t o  \vork  on t h e  t h o r n  iI1  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  tle-
f’ect. Iie  l o o k e d  It o v e r  f r o m  e v e r y  a n g l e .  H e  l a y  a w a k e
lllost  o f ’  t h e  n i g h t ,  looking  himscli  i n  t h e  f a c e . Ile  s a i d
he never  w a s  t11ucl1  o f  a  s p i t u a l  g u y  b u t  h e  (lid  c o n s u l t
his  C r e a t o r  o n  t h i s  important  i t e m ,  hecause  h e  k n e w
h o w  v i t a l  i t  w a s  i n  h i s  l i f e  p a t t e r n .  H e  k n e w  t h e  a n g e r
poison  h e  w a s  a l w a y s  g e n e r a t i n g  w i t h i n  hintself  wnuld
son11cr  o r  l a t e r  t h r o w  h i m  i n t o  a  long drunk-maylIe  thr
l a s t  niie-with  a  s n a k e  s i t t i n g  o n  h i s  c h e s t .

“Anyway,”  X sa id , “ I  r e c e i v e d  a n  a n s w e r  t o  prnyel
t h a t  w a s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  m e ,  a n d  h a s  f o l l o w e d  m e  e v e r
s ince that  n ight . I  r e c e i v e d  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  D e i t y
p a v e  m e  a  q u i e t  s m i l e  a n d  s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a
wink . 1  ani n o t  b e i n g  f a c e t i o u s  o r  s a c r i l e g i o u s ,  n o r  d o
I  l a y  a n y  c l a i m  t o  gi’eat  p i e t y .  I  a m  talkilig  a b o u t  t h e
humntl  impression I  received.”

“1  t  boils  d o w n  t o  t h i s : E v e r v  t i m e  a  s i t u a t i o n  a r i s e s
t h a t  l i f t s  t h e  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  ‘ a n d  m a k e s  y o u  s t e a m ,
quickly ask yourself how  much it  weighs.  If  you practice
you  get  l i k e  J o e  Dinlapgio  or a n y  o t h e r  grind  h i t t e r  who
h a s  a  quicti  e y e . Y o u  s e e  i t  c o m i n g .  a n d  i n s t a n t l y  you
sT.villff  o n  i t  with  t h e  weight  t e s t . “ H o w  nluch  tloes  i t
weigh  ?” Blnoey! T h e  tl;ing  i s  g o n e !

“ N o t h i n g  gets  niy  g n a t  a n y  m o r e , ”  X  s a i d ,  (and hc
looks  i t ,  and ac ts  i t . “You know he is  te l l ing the  t ruth) ,
n n t h i n g  d i s t u r b s  m e  t o  a n y  e x t e n t ,  b e c a u s e  .I f o u n d  out
prnctically  a l l  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  w e  g e t  h e a t e d  ahnut  a r e  o f
110  consequence; a n d  i f  t h e v  a r e  a t  a l l  i m p o r t a n t ,  eettinr:
bent4 only  hinders  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  h a n d l e  them.  The  n e x t
t i m e  you  s e e  a  mad  c o m i n g  u p ,  g i v e  i t ,  t h e  old  neizht
t r s t .  I t  w o n ’ t  xveigh  n o t h i n g . ”

I  t~eli63~e  him  and  I ’ m  g o i n g  t o  t r y  i t .  B u t  rirlit  now
1 a m  tlisti~cssctl  b e c a u s e  h e  s a i d : “ i t  wnn’t  uri~h  n o t h -
i n g . ” 1 dotl’t  l i k e  d o u b l e  n e g a t i v e s .  N o w ,  why  d i t l n ’ t
11r say: “anythii~,~.” - S i o u x  F a l l s  ( S . D . )  Alcnnni1.r.

~‘II1(‘I~RlS’I’AN’~IAl,  EVIJIENCE
A  s e l f - n n n n i n t e d  ladr  sunervisor  o f  villaee  m o r a l s  ac-

1 . .

(*used  n w o r k m a n  o f  h a v i n g  r e v e r t e d  t o  cirink,  because
“\vitli  hel.  own  e y e s ” s h e  h a d  see11  h i s  mheell~:irrow  stalltl-
itla  outside a nuhlir  house.

TI~P  arrused’lllan  mntlr  no \-erllal  tlefence,  but  thr san1r,
rveninp  l i e  plnred his  whecll,ai~ro\v  outsitlr  hrr  rlotrr  an11
tf,ft i t  thcrr  a l l  n i g h t .
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HOBBY C E N T E R
T h e  H o b b y  C e n t e r  i s  e n j o y i n g  c o n t i n u e d  i n t e r e s t  i n

s p i t e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  h e a t  a n d  v a c a t i o n s  o f  b o t h  s t a f f  a n d
AA’s themselves . Completion of work projects  el ici ted
both surprise and praise and led to more elaborate efforts.
Y o u r  e d i t o r  h i m s e l f  h a s  r e p a i r e d  four  o f  h i s  own d i n i n g
room  c h a i r s ,  t w o  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  c o m p l e t e l y  “ k a p u t ” .
W h a t  a  p l e a s u r e  i t  i s  t o  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  most  modem
e q u i p m e n t  a n d  t o o l s  a t  h a n d - a n d  i n  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e s ,
t o o .  S e v e r a l  m o r e  c a n  b e  a c c o m m o d a t e d  b y  t h e  w o o d -
working instructor. The upholstery class is  nearly f i l led.
M o r e  c a n  ‘be  a c c o m m o d a t e d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g  c l a s s
w h i c h  i s  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  t h o s e  w h o  a r e
concentrating their efforts in that department.

I f  y o u ’ r e  b o r e d  s t i f f  a n d  w a n t  t o  p a s s  2 %  t o  3  h o u r s
product ively at  a  r idiculously low cost ,  come some Tues-
d a y  n i g h t  a n d  e n r o l l . Seven o’clock at  the Cleveland
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  C e n t e r ,  2 2 3 9  E a s t  5 5 t h  S t .
a n d  t h e i r  w i v e s  a r e  e l i g i b l e .

Only  A A ’ s
“Coffee and” is served

NEW GROUP
At 8:30  p .  m. on Thursday,  September ls t ,  a  new group

w i l l  m a k e  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  f e l t  i n  t h e  C l e v e l a n d  a r e a .  I t
w i l l  b e  q u a r t e r e d  i n  Glenville  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Churcll,
c o r n e r  E d d y  r o a d  a n d  S t .  Clair  a v e n u e . At  i ts  in i t ia l
m e e t i n g ,  t o  w h i c h  e v e r y o n e  i s  col,tlially  invitctl,  Jw 11..
:I  clelightful  S c o t , ,  \vill  Iw the spcaltet~.

LORAIN  - AVON MOVES
The Lorain-Avon group, m e e t i n g  F r i d a y  e v e n i n g s  a t

1 1 1 2  E r i e  S t .  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  h a d  t o  m o v e  b e c a u s e  of
remodeling of’  their  premises and wil l  hold i ts  meetinps
at the AA Social  Center until  further notice. T h e  Celltel,
i s  l o c a t e d  a t  7 0 0  B r o a d n a y ,  Lorain.
i s  Wm.  R.  Te lephone  4986 .

T h e  n e w  s e c r e t a r y

GORDON SQIJARE
A large and enthusiastic gathering observed the serenlli

a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  G o r d o n  S q u a r e  g r o u p  on  A u g u s t  7 t h .
W i t h  f o r m e r  s e c r e t a r y ,  E d .  B .  a s  c h a i r m a n ,  w e r e  s p e a k -
e r ’ s  H a r r y  R .  ( w h o  l e d  t h e  g r o u p ’ s  f i r s t  meeting  sevetl
y e a r s  a g o ) ‘ ,  P a t .  W. a n d  A r t  I?.,  both  p a s t  secl,etaries  of
t h e  g r o u p  a n d  J i m  C .

I’OPCJLAR  CLEVELANDER  MOVES
Q u i t e  a  f e w  g r o u p s  g a v e  f a r e w e l l  p a r t i e s  t o  w i s h  g o d -

speed to popular hardworking Matt T. ,  who leaves  August
1 3  f o r  a  n e w  a n d  g r e a t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n  i n  Gralld
I?apids,  Mich. T h a t  a r e a  w i l l  snon  f e e l  Matt’s  p r e s e n c e
f o r  h e  f a i r i y  e x u d e s  A A  d a i l y .  W e  wili  m i s s  h i m .  Hc
was a loyal and devoted friend to all  whose good fortune
i t  was  to  know him.  Congratula t ions ,  Grand Rapids .

ORCHARD GROVE
S t a n t o n  McD.,  p o p u l a r  f o r m e r  s e c r e t a r y  i n  p a s t  years

was prevai led upon to take the job again.  Art  S. ,  fol,mel
s e c r e t a r y  l e d  t h e  A u g u s t  m e e t i n g . H e  e x p r e s s e d  s o m e
excellent  thoughts,  and one deserves special  mention.  At
least  i t  impressed us . I n  a n a l y z i n g  t h e  difl’iculty  o f  s o
m a n y  i n  o v e r c o m i n g  a  d e s i r e  f o r  d r i n k ,  h e  s t a t e d ,  “YOLI
fIAVE  t h e  p o w e r  t o  A B S T A I N  f r o m  a l c o h o l  h u t  y o u  tlo
N O T  H A V E  t h e  p o w e r  t o  C O N T R O L  i t .  S o  r i g h t .

BROADWAY  - 55th STREET
O v e r  2 5 0  a t t e n d e d  t h e  b a s k e t  p i c n i c  o f  t h e  g r o u p  on

- J u l y  31st  a t  B u r d e k ’ s  F a r m  011  C a n n o n  R o a d .  F o r t y
c a s h  p r i z e s  a n d  t e n  d o o r  p r i z e s , .  i n c l u d i n g  a  T r e a s u r e
Hunt ,  highl ighted a  happy day which closed with dancing.

Who said you can’t  he sober and have a good  t i m e  a t .  a
picnic ? W h i c h  w o u l d  b e  p r e f e r a b l e - a  ))ig  h e a d  a f t e r -
w a r d  o r  a  c l e a r  h e a d  filled  w i t h  h a p p y  menlories  nllich
mill  l a s t  f’or w e e k s  a n d  w e e k s  ?

BROOKLYN

treal.ed  t o  a  g r a t i f y i n g  s u r p r i s e  o n  IVetlnesday, Ar~,ousl
3 ,  w h e n  t h e  g r o u p  o b s e r v e d  h i s  n i n t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  un-
interrunted sobriety. F r i e n d s  f r o m  o t h e r  groups WIT
n o t i f i e d  q u i e t l y  a n d  t h e i r  a t t e n d a n c e  w a s  a  trihutc  10 :I
devoted worker. M a n v  of Chn~~l~v’s  “lml~ir~s”  nlcr

O n e  o f  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  g r o u p ,  Charlry  S .  was

CLEVELANI~  AA I~IS’l’RlCT OFFICE
‘l’he  operating committee of the district  office wishes to

(Ilank the members of Alcoholics Ananymous  in the Cleve-
land area for their prompt actiop  in the present financial
e m e r g e n c y  a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e .
deeply appreciated.

Y o u r  c o o p e r a t i o n  i s

1 9 4 8 - 4 9  budget-$10,070.00.  R e c e i v e d  A u g u s t  5 ,  1 9 4 9
---$5,980.19.  Needed-$4,089.81.

III  accordance with the custom established in the past
t w o  y e a r s  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  w h i c h
would normally be held on  August  18th wil l  be  postponed
unt i l  September  15th . I t  is  fel t  that  this  later  date wil l
not  confl ict  with vacation schedules.

R e p o r t s  on  t h e  3 4  c a l l s  f o r  h e l p  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  2 1
g r o u p s  d u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J u l y  s h o w  t h a t  26 w e r e  r e -
c e p t i v e  t o  f i r s t  c o n t a c t ,  t h a t  5  w e r e  n o t  r e a d y  t o  a c c e p t
t h e  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  t h a t  i n  3  c a s e s  i t  w a s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o
locate the caller. In  addi t ion,  dur ing the  month F3  gen-
e r a l  s e r v i c e s  w e r e  p e r f o r m e d  f o r  m e m b e r s  a n d  g r o u p s ,
2 0  r e q u e s t s  f’or infol,mative  l i t e r a t u r e  w e r e  f i l l e d ,  a n d  8
speakers were supplied.

C E N T R A L  COhIMI’l”l’EE
The embassassing financial  condit ion of the down-town

otTire  w a s  t h e  m a j o r  sul).iect  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h e  A u g u s t
2nd  meeting  and a  sugxcstion  was f a v o r a b l y  kreivcd
1lial  t h e  Scl~trnillc~l~ 1Xtll  (‘oils~~litl:ltc~tl  Rlf~c~tin~ IW tlt,tli-
cutcstl  t o  i t s  benefit. and  tlult.  a sl)twliel  o f  Ilotr  Ibe st~curctl
f o r  t h i s  m e e t i n g . U n s u c c e s s f u l  e f f o r t s  \vere matte  t o
erlgage  a  r e n o w n e d  s p e a k e r  f r o m  I n d i a n a p o l i s . Another
s u g g e s t i o n  w h i c h  p r o b a b l y  will  b e  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  com-
nlittee  i s  a  p a n e l  o f  o l d - t i m e r s  d i s c u s s i n g t h e  t w e l v e
s teps . I t .  was recommended that  Central  Committee pay
:~11  e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  a n d  a l l  p r o c e e d s  be d o n a t e d
10 tfie  C e n t r a l  O f f i c e .

‘I’RIN  IT\-
T h e  Amishmen  WOII  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  all  o f  t h e  g r e a t

c*t~wtl w h i c h  h e a r d  t h e i r  p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  expl,essions  o f
I:ratitutle  t o w a r d  A A .  T h e  s p e a k e r s  w e r e  Mose  Y .  o f
I~i~rtlct~iclisll~~i~~  anti  .John M. of Millersburp.

Chas.  and  I,oaise  S.  of Allendale  \vi-ill  speak o n  Aupust
:!o. Whitry  hl.  o f  C e d a r  a n d  A r c a d e ,  A u g u s t  2 7 .  B e n  T .
CIC  U n i o n ,  S e p t e m b e r  3 . N o  s p e a k e r  f o r  Scptemi~er  10,
Ilrlt  a f l o o r  s h o w  aud  xnla  entei~tainmcnt  will  he offrrcd.

I~oI~‘I’ON  OI<SER\‘ES T E N T H
T h e  f i r s t  C l e v e l a n d  A A  groul),  t h e  Bortotl,  celellratcd

i t s  t e n t h  anniversal,y  011  Rlonday,  A u g u s t  1 5 t h  w i t h  or-
panizer  Clarence S. , and  J a c k  D .  a s  i t s  outstanding  speak-
<‘I’S,  While  t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  relrbi~ation  w a s  a hit  prema-
ture t o  t h e  a c t u a l  d a t e ,  i t  \vas a d v a n c e d  i n  h o n o r  o f  T.  E.
f<orton, n o w  o f  H o l l y w o o d ,  Cal., w h o  niagnallimously
oll’crcd  his home for a Illeeting  place of the early  pioneers.
this  kindness ,  generosi ty  and  sympathet ic  understanding
w a s  a n  inspit,ational  i n c e n t i v e  t o  t h e  small  hand o f  hopc-
!oss.  ijeaten  a l c o h o l i c s  w h o  sou,ght  a  meetinp  p l a c e . T h i s
kitttlly  pesturc  o f  bTi,.  Bortotl  i s  the i1Ioi’c  rcmni~kal~lt  f: :’
t h e  f a c t ,  tllat  h e  hiliisetf  w a s  ilot  afflictc~tl  01‘ adtlictr~l.

T o n i  F . ,  former  s e c r e t a r y  was i n  chal.ge  and nindr  371
c>rrrllcnt  chairman.

RIEDINA
T h e  Metlinn  g r o u p  celeltrated  i t s  f i r s t  anuive1.snl.y  o n

A~~pust  1 4 t h  i n  A m e r i c a n  T,egion  H o m e .  B i l l  1). o f  Akron
was t h e  sl)ealter  a t  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  m e e t i n g  a f t e r  whic.11  :I
srlpper was spyed, _w----._ -- ..___ - ____-_
-----l---. ETHEI,  HAFERIEI,S’I’ER .---x - -

O n e  o f  thr  niost  nl,dent  n o n - a l c o h o l i c  women  wet  IiC?l’S
-1

~vho drrc~ttd endless  h o u r s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  stapps o f  A A  a s
well  a s  t h e  l a t t e r  stapes  p a s s e d  a w a y  o n  A u g u s t  llth,
srlfferincc a heart a t t a c k  w h i l e  comnaratively  gounc.
1~efol.r  t h e  down-tow11  o f f i c e  ~~3s e s t a b l i s h e d ,  shy  w i t h
her h1Ist~alld  rcceivcstl  m o s t  o f  thr  f r a n t i c  telephones  (.il;;.
fcrr  A A  help,  twetlty-four  ho111.s  each d a y . Hrr  pwnt

patience  alltl  c~t)cerful  tlevotion  10 thiq  tli:rnl:less  t:lSli

\vliirtl  stic  rentl(~rcrl  \vithout.  roml)lainirly  \von  II-.,  “.....

there. A  g r a n d  s u r p r i s e  t o  a  grind  f e l l o w .
S p e a k e r s  f o r  t h e  halnnce  o f  A u g u s t  a r e  Tom  V . .  OIIP

o f  t h e  f i r s t  C l e v e l a n d  A A ’ s  o n  A u g u s t  1 7 . Rot) T .  on
A u g u s t  2 4 ,  a n d  B i l l  B . ,  l o n g  a c t i v e  i n  Lorain,  O h i o ,  on
August  3 1 .

\\‘(I  \!-I11 llllss  Pitllrl  llafrmistrr, Gon  lrless  nrr.

()I’AR’l’ERl,l  (‘ONSOI,Il)A’l’EI)  RIEEl’INt:
Towne Hall.  2fi12  Prosuect  Are.

Suuclay  Afternoon. Septeml)er  1 S,  at 4 :OO  I’. nT.
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MONDAY
ADDISON-Westminster Church. N.E. Cor. Addison 8 !Vade  Fark..8:30
BORTON-E.  Cleve. Gong.  Church, Page &  Euclid . . ..___.........................  8:45
D E T R O I T  M O N D A Y - 8 0 3 3  D e t r o i t  Ave .__..__._____..___.........................  8:3fl
FAIRMOUNT-St. Paul’s Episcopal, Fairmount and Corentry......8:30
LAKE SHORE-Legion Hall. 1372 Warren Rd..

Dinner nt  7 :00 P. &I.  Meeting ___________...______........................................  8:30
I.AKEWOOD-ORCHARD  GROVE-Community Center  Bldg.

Detroit Ave. and St. Charles .__...__.________...........................  ______._______..__.  8:30
LAKEWOOD  MEN’S-St. Peter’s Episc.. W.  Clifton &  Detroit........8:30
I.F:E hfONDAY-First  I’reslr.  C‘hrlrch. I<.  (‘Ieve..  Nrla atld  Eucli(l..R:.lO
I.ORAJN  AVE.-Ranater  H a l l  Atmex.  WV:  1,ZOth  a t  Lorain ___....._.......  8:30
;flf;;fiE  HOSPIT++.  124th and Fa~rh~ll.....~......  ~  .._........................  7:30

. - C o r p u s  Chrwt, Basemen!,  4 2 0 2  Stlckney  (k.  of Fear1 Rd)..8:30
S H A K E R  H E I G H T S - C h r i s t  E~Isc.. Church. 3451 WarrensviIle....8:30
SOUTII  EAST GRC+.F--Holy  Name Hall, 8 3 2 8 Broadway . . . . . ..-.......  8:30
UNION-12907 Umon  Avc .___.____._______._.....................................................  8:30
WEST 25th ST.--Marvel Ilall.  2858 W. 25th St ..____..__....__.................  8:30
\VlLLOUGHBY-Presbyterian  Church, Wil loughby. 0 . . . ..__._._..._.__...  8:30
CWOhlEN’S-East  Side-Emmanuel Church, 8 6 1 0 Euclid __._______.._.._____  8:30
WOMEN’S-West  SidcWest  Blvd. Christ.. W.  Blvd. Q W .  101....8:30
MEDINA.  O.-St. Paul’s Episcopal Parish IIouse  .__.____.____...................  8:30

TUESDAY
ARCADE--Euclid Ave. Baptist, E.  18th &  Euclid ________._______.___............  8:30
CIIARITY-Last  Tues. of each month-Charity Hosp.Nurses’Aud....8:30
CLARK-4105 Clark Ave. Upstairs . . . . . . .._...............................................  a:30
EAGLE TRAINING-Salvation Army. E. 9th &  Eagle . .._._._._..._....__  8:00
EDGEI.AKE-Comrr.onipY  Center Bldg., St. Charles and Detroit

Dinner at 7 :00 I’.  M.--Meeting __..________.....  _____...______._..__........,...........  8:30
EUCLID-WADE-Calvary Presbyterian Church, E. 79 &  Euclid....8:30
FAIRVIEW  PARK-Fairview  Baptist. I,ornin a n d  M ’ .  212th  St,..8:311
MlLES-I.EE--Mount  Hope Church. E. 164th. north of hlilca  ____..._._  8:30
hlT.  I’I.EASANT-Eastvlrw  Coon.  Chorch. IS615  Killsmnn Rd.........8:30
Shll’l‘II-\VlI.SON-Nntivity School. 951  0  Aclnn Rand  _...________._,._______  8:30
Sl:PIiI(lOR-Imtllncrllnte  Conception I<.  43rd  and Superior ___..__...____  8:30
W E S T  I’ARK-West  Park  llnptist  c h u r c h ,  W.  152nd  a n d  Lorain....8:30
W E S T  S J D E  MEN’S-St.  P a t r i c k ’ s  Ilnll. Bridne  at 1%‘.  38th...-....8:30
LORAJN. O.-Community Hall. 23rd and Beech Sts ._,________..___.___.....  8:OO
PAINESVILLE.  O . - S t a g - 3 3  N .  S t a t e  S t r e e t  .__..._..___._._____................  8:3o
STRONGSVILLE.O.-Town IraIl . . . . .  . .  .  . .  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .._.__............._.._...__......._...  l3:30

THURSDAY
ALLENDALE-St. Paul’s Episc. Church. 1.5837  Euclid Ave. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30.IhiiGI.E-St.  hfalachl  s Church. 2549 \Vashmgton  Ave . . . . . a:30
RROAD\VAY.SSth-Our  Lady  o f  L o u r d e s  S c h o o l  H a l l .................... 8:30
CO\‘ENTRY-Fairmonnt  Presbyterian Chapel. Scarhoroogh  -...........a:3  0
iXl)I)Y RO:\l)-t;lrnrillc  (‘frn~~rsntinnnl  Chllrch,  l<<lqly  S S t .  (.lnir..8:3  0
GLENVILLE-I0421  St. Clnir .................................................................... 9 : 0 0
LORAIN  AVE.--Banater  Hall Annex, IV. 120th St. at Lorain ________ 8:30
OUTHWAITE-(Negro) \Voodlnnd Center, 7100 Kinsman .............. 8:30
THCTRSDAY  AFTERNOOS  \VOhIEN-6409  D e t r o i t  Avc.............Z:O  0
\~ARRF,~\:SVILI.E-(It~~,~n~~r~) .\dmini211ntinv IlltildinR. ........ i  :I10
\VEST  S I D E - 7 4 0 3  Dcnison  Ave ................................................. 10:30  A .  M.
WEST PARK WOMEN-West Fark Baptist Church, 15218 Lorain 8:00
\VYANDOTTE  hIEN’s-Rrllcclllrl-  IInll. .\tllllei!s  $ I)?tlr>it  (rrnr)..S:3~  I
BEREA O.-Fine Arts Club.  E. Ragley Rd., 3 drs. east of Eastland..8:3  0
EAST  \.AKE-Vine  a n d  Camphell.  W i l l o u g h b y .  0 . . . . . . . . . . . . ................. 8:30
C.FNE\‘A.  O . - T o w n s e n d  Ilnll.  Mait  S t . . west of Ilroadway ................ 8:30
I’AIh-ESVILLE,O.-33  N . State S t . . Third Floor.. .............................. 8:30

FRIDAY
Cl<D.\R-Snlvation  Army, 2181  E. 55th St.. .......................................... 8:15
GORDON SQUARE-St. Helena’s Hall, 1367 W.  65th St ............... 8:30
I.EE  R O A D - 2 0 5 6  E.  lOSth,  K .  o f  I’.  Hall............................................ 8~30
MILES MEI&%--Stag  Group, 4141 E . 116th St.. ............................... 8:30
NORTHEAST-2028 E. 105th St ............................................................. 8:30
R O C K Y  R I V E R - S t .  Christqhrr’s  H a l l ,  Lakcview  off Detroit......8:3  0
ST. JOHN’S HOSPITAL-First Friday of each month ..................... 8:30
WEST SIDE YOIJNG  PEOPI.E-St.  ROW’S  Hall. W. 116.Detroit....8:3  0
REREh-Social  room  of Ilerea  Collg.  Chllrch, Seminary and Church..8:3  0
CHAGRIN FALLS, O.-American Ixgion. E. Orange St.. ................... 8:30
CH ARDON.  O.-Thrasher House. Water St . . Chardon  0 . ................ 8:30
EUCI,ID,  O.-Iloly  Cross Church, E. 200th and Lake Shore Blvd. . . . . i3:30
I,ORAlK-hVOS--AA  S o c i a l  (‘rntrr. ion nrnnri\tar.. ...................... 8:w
hf  ENTOR.  O.-hlentor  hfethodist  C h u r c h ................................................ 8:30
OBERLIN, O.-American Legion Home, S. hfain  and Hamilton....8:3  0

SATURDAY
RRO;\DWhY  MEN’S-St.  John’s Luth.  Church, Cable at Broad.::::;:;;

CROSSROADS-Euclid Avenue Baptist Church. East 18th.
GI.ENVIl.LE-10421 St. Clnir .................................................................... 9i30
(;oSPI?l.  C E N T E R - 6 9 2 0  I.rxirlgton  A v e . ......................................... 8:30
I,AKK!VOOD  Sat. Nite--Redeemer  H a l l ,  A n d r e w .  n e a r  Detrolt...8:3  0
hlATT  TAT.BOT-St. Philip Neri Church, E. 82nd  and St. CIair....8:3  0
P,\R>l;\-St  C h a r l e s  C h u r c h  Bnsrmrnt  C h a r l e s  and Ridge............8:3  0
REDWOOD-Euclid Lutheran Church. E. 260 arld  Oriole.. .............. 8:30

(Three blocks sooth of Lake Shore Boulevard)
TRINITY-Triniky Evangelical Church. 3525 W. 2 5 t h S t . . ............ .8:30
VAI,l.EY  VIEW-Community  Center. W. 7th and Starkweather......8:3  0
W.  S. SOCIAL CLUB, 4427 Pearl Road .................................................. 8 : 0 0
WINDlihlERE-Enat  Cleveland Women’s Club. 1747 Lakefront......9:0  0
Eon.5  GROUI-800s  Lorain A v e1 ................................................................. 8:30
EI.YRI.\.  O . - S t .  A n d r e w ’ s  Episc. C h u r c h ,  XIidrlle  a n d  Third........8:3  0

SAVE SALES l’i\S SI’ARII’S  FOR DOWNTOWN OFFICE

SUNDAY

1st TUESDAY EVERY MONTH
CESTRAI.  COhfhfITTEl~-Ilanna  Building. R o o m 370 _______.__.__._.____  8:30

3rd TUESDAY EVERY MONTH
IIOSI’II‘AI.  CO~rhli’i‘.~ni--r1:11111;.  Illlildinp. Room 370 ..____.________.  8~30

.~  -~~~  ~~~~~~
F O R  A U T H O R I T A T I V E  A A  I N F O R M A T I O N

A N D  L I T E R A T U R E
AZ\  CI.EVI~I.AND  DISTRICT OFFICE--IOni  Schofield Rldg.....CH  7387.
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Think and Be Sober
“This is a thinking program.”
Espcricnce verifies this description of the wxxk of

.Ucoholics Anonymous. It is a phrase coined by Jack D.
and all of us, whatever  the length of our sobriety, should
bear it always in mind.

It is easy to forget that thoughts are things, as sume
early philosopher who knew his business said. Xf  the
thought is sobriety,  the man or woman who thinks it and
keeps  thinking it is a sober man or woman.

We were surprised the other  day when a fellow-mem-
ber, whom W C thought should have lcnown bcttcr,  asked
us what we meant  by AA traditions. He’d ncvcr  heard
of them! And we can now see that we’ve taken a lot for
granted. WC  personally have avidly read most of the
material which is sent  out from the New  Yorlc office
and usually from the .pcn  of BiIl, the founder, and we
unconsciously assumed others  were  as interested as we
were.

All life is thought. You must think to  keep alive. Yet
too many of us allow great areas of our thinking facili-
tics to dry up because others do our thinking for us.

In many activities this is not too
dangerous.  The traffic light thinks
for us when we cross the street. A
radio commentator may think for
us on baseball. A newspaper col-
umnist may think for us on politi-
cal affairs.

AA is loosely knit. Wisely  SO, perhaps,  considering the
tcmpcramcnt  of  i ts  subscribers.  There  are no rules  and
regulations. The twelve  steps arc our guide and their

interpretation is up to the individual.

This lazy habit can be indulged
with comparative safety in these
and some other fields. Especially
is this so with the traffic light bc-
cause  it is mechanical and the com-
mentators, we hope, arc honest.

No one, however honest or wcll-
intentioned he may be, can think
sobriety for us. There we have to
po  to work with our own gray mat-
ter. If W C refuse or even get la&
the  conscqucnce  is patent-we arc
no lonbqr sober.  We may go on a
dry binge or W C mny  get drunk.

The imperative necessity of doing
our own thinking is illustrated most
sharply, W C believe, in the cast  of
ocw  men who have trouble.

When they stumble at the begin-

Clitid  ttrrixlicf  loolss  at tlbc  grotind
~3 sccs xotlrixg  but bare  Wilde+
ucss and arid wastes.  Courageous
faith looks up to yc  Utc  dew of
hcnven  falling into open mouths

as airgel’s  food. When a man  for-
gets, he  becomes faithless and
skcptica.1. When h i s  mem.oq i s
sharpened,  faith mvives, and could-
ugc  retrcrl~s.

In the forcword of Bill’s pamphlet
titled, “AA Tradition,” the opening
paragraph reads in part:  “How
shall we AA’s best  prcscrvc our
unity? When  an alcoholic applies
the “Twclvc  Steps” of our Recovery
Program to his personal life, his
disintegration stops and his unifica-
tiox begins. The Power which now
holds him together  in one piece over-
comes those forces which has rent
him apart. Exactly the same prin-
ciple applies to each  AA group and
to Alcoholics Anonymous as alco-
holics. So long as the tics which
bind us together prove far stronger
than those forces  which would di-
vide us if they could, all will be
well. WC  shall bc secure as a move-
mcnt: our essential unity will rc-

main it  certainty  .  .  . But AA unity cannot automatically
preserve  itself. Like personal  rccovcry, we shall always
have to work to maintain it. . . . So W C who are older
in AA beg you who are ncwcr  that you ponder carefully
the cspcrience we have already had of trying to work and
live together. WC  would lilcc each  AA to become as much
aware of those disturbing tendencies which endanger us
as a whole as he is conscious of those personal defects
which threaten his own sobriety and peace  of mind. For
whole movements have, before  now, gone  on benders too.

. WC  need not become Pharisees. But each  of us can
;&rh  his conscience to see if he is doin%  anything which
could harm our essential solidarity. Should we each do
this honestly, the collective conscience  of our AA movc-
mcnt  will be true.”  WC  suggest  reading  the cntirc  pam-
phlet-avnilable at the AA District Office.

During the past month Clcvcland  members  and groups
were greatly  aroused when a private social club composed
of AA members planned a clambake and decided to ,print
an elaborate program. It hired  a professional telephone
solicitor who succeeded  in selling a considerable number
of “ads” to Cleveland business men  in this program.
The solicitation was skillfully worded. However, by in-
ference it implied that AA was breaking away from its
traditional policy of not seeking  or accepting monies
from outside sources. In many instances the persons
solicited quiclcly reacted  to their long withheld suspicions
that AA was not the idealistic movement pcoplc were  tcll-

(Conlinued  on #age  trw)

ning it is invariably bccausc  they
didn’t think bcforc  taking the first  drink. This is’thc
common story. They find themselves in tempting circuni-
stances. They  follow a mechanical habit pattern of
years.  If they  think at all it is the screwy  notion that
ono won’t hurt. But 93 times out of 100  it is because
the  t h i n k i n g  process  h a s  been d u l l e d  o r  d e a d e n e d
nltogethcr.

The  program is not automatic. The best  intentioned
friends  in the world cannot do everything. The alcoholic
must want sobriety  and he must think sobriety in the
tight spots. He must USC his hcacl at least to the extent
of calling for help to God, to his sponsor and other members.

Thinking sober is a concomitant of the desire  for
sobriety.

Decision embraces thinking. We must look to God at
the  beginning to help in that decision, to help us think.

WC  must command a desire  not to drink nnd that en-
taiis thinking in terms of staying away from liquor.
T h e r e  con  b e  n o  reservations.  The mental  holdouts i n
our mind impede thinking. They must bc got rid of with
God’s help.

Then the determination  comes .  WC  have learned to
think. In time we can and must apply the process to
all the problems that  have  beset  us as alcoholics. We
can think our way back to decent living. We can use the
brain that God gave  us. Indeed, the more  you thinlc of
it, the clearer it is thit  the Twelve Steps fundamentally
constitute a thinking program.

1. .

Traditions”

Isn’t-  the growth -of AA thcreforc
the more phenomenal? Many groups
have been formed in localities with
nothing to guide  them but at times
casual correspondence  with the New
York office.
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TRADITIONS
IContirt~ed  from boot  nrl

ing them it  was,  &It a ty$cal’r&kct-  nf tcr  al l .  Many,
however, sensibly called AA members or the AA district
o1Fi-x and wcrc given the correct picture.

If a club or g?oup  cannot main&n itself on its income,
it cithcr should rouse its members to action or rcalizc
that probably there is no need for its existence.

The .principlcs  and traditions of AA must bc upheld.
PEACE Ol?  MIND

Spiritual rclnsation can bring joy. Try to find some
time each day to let yourself fgll  under the spell of God’s
hcalinz  wisdom. You can find relaxation even in the
midst of the mad rush of city life as you walk along the
streets. Do not occupy your mind with your troubles,
but form the habit of saying “Isn’t it glorious? God is
with me! He will see mc through.” . . . Submitted by
Ted R., Valley View Group.

BE A BULLETIN BOOSTER
Accomuanvine  this Bulletin is a subscriution  c&u-d.  We

are malting h flank  appeal ‘to you for help in increasing
our subscription list, which has dropped to a low of 1485.

But for the many gratifying letters of appreciation
which W C receive from subscribers as thcv renew.  WC
would bc inclined to question the value  of-the Bulletin
as we scan the list for June and July. In June,  for in-
stance. 172 subscribers  cxuired  and 95 did not rcncw.
In Juiy,  198 expired and 131 did not rcncw. Why?
We recognize  n common fault of procrastinating and
many have  rcncwed  after a Inpsc  of several  months, but
we do need constant and loyal local support.

If you like the Bulletin, won’t you give  it a boost? I f
you don’t like it, tell us why and we’ll try to improve it.
If you care to help, use the accompanying card by ap-
proaching a non-subscriber and urging him or her  t o
sign up. If you need more  cards and arc willing to help
some more, advisr  us, and we’ll  mail more cards pronto.

This issue is number 12 of Volume  VII, completing
seven years of publication.

That’s 54  months of broadcasting the philosophy of AA
and disseminating news of group activities. Lots of fun
and lots of headaches meeting dendlincs.

CANADIAN GROUP COMPLIMENTS US
We wcrc gratified to hear from the lips of Freddie S.,

manager of Cleveland Alcoholic Clinic, that the Loclc-
lift group of Peterborough, Ont., was using the Central
Bulletin editorials as the basis of the discussion in
their meetings. Fred and his wife, Vi., dropped in to
visit this group and made one of their delightful com-
bined leads on August 1Gth.

OHIO STATE PENITENTIARY
It was a most intcrcsting  experience speaking before

the 134 Fellowship of Alcoholic Prisoners  in the state
prison in Columbus 8untlny,  September 4th. Twenty-five
Ah’s, four from Cleveland, after being duly searched
were  led to the massive auditorium which would probably
hold an  audience of 3000. The urisoners  filed in and took
their  sents, and we were  grcnily  interested  in their ap-
pearances and their attitudes.

We chose as our subject “A Message  of Hope and
Encourngcmcnt,”  and evidently  it was &at they ivanted,
for it was one of the most attentive audicnccs  it has been
our pleasure to spcnk to.

We ofTercd  figures  which hnvc impressed us so forcibly,
w h i c h  gr,uphicnlly  prove h o w  fortunate  A A  members
arc in being  given  the opportunity. Out of four million
alcoholics, 80,000 have embraced the fellowship  of AA.
So two percent  mere  singled out by God so far to receive
this gift. Two pcrccnt  is two out of one hundred. And,
we warned, one of these  two so favored would have trou-
blc and the otlrer would remain  constant. The one having
trouble comes back into the fold nftcr from one to  count-
less slips-if he lives and keeps his sanity.

How many of us deserved to be there?  Those of us
out of “the Pen”  had nll been guilty of entertaining the
same thoughts which finally led to nctual  deeds by those
incarccrntcd. So let’s be compassionate and be ready to
help these men when they  come out.,  fortified with  the Ah
way of  lift and free  from the poisonous  feelings  of rc-
vcngc on society.

CONSOLIDATED MEETING
The Fall Consolidated meeting held on September 18th

drew an excellent crowd in spite of the rain which fell
shortly after  noon. Those that attended were given a
rare treat by the eleven outstanding Cleveland AAs who
were  assigned one of the twelve steps. In the absence of
one, steps 8 and 9 were combined.

Each of the spenkcrs  had records of uninterrupted
sobriety, the youngest bein?  eight years in AA and the
oldest thirteen. The combmcd  years totalled  over one
hundred  years,  thereby presenting a century of experi-
encc.

Step 1 was  ably analyzed by Jaclc D. who stressed the
importance  of a continuing decision and complete sur-
render:. SteD 2 WaS  Pete  MCN’S  3SSi~Tnnent  ZLnd  a HIOre

beautiful spiiitual  analysis could not-have been offered.
Hc stated In part “that the basis is a spiritual experi-
encc; to think and act properly; to live as we should live.”
Step  3 was simply and ably analyzed by Attorney Ed. 8.
who astounded everyone by speaking but three minutes
of his allotted five. H e  urred “comuletc.  n o t  martial,
surrender. . . n o t  o n l y  when--things  are  t&gh or the
future black. but continuous. Our whole life will be re-
flcctcd in kindness. unselfishness and morality; Step 4
found the chairman, Frank!yn  S., introducing himseIf.
Hc urged being  finally completely honest with ourselves

to pull no punches  . . . to check ourselves on egotism,
$-fed,  selfishness,  envy, jealousy  and hatred . . . that we
weren’t  mnstcrs  of our own destiny . . . that to bring out
the inherent  decency  in character growth required daily
and pcrpctual  inventory; Step  5 was analyzed by Wynn
W., who stressed close sponsor-member relationship. He
painted a graphic  picture of wiping the slate clcan-
of maintaining the clean inner front to match the outer

you can’t be dirty inside and hope to appear clean on
ihc’  outside;  Step  G  was masterfully handled by Bill O’R.,
who urged  rcplncing bad habits with good habits and by
steadfastly replacing the bad. W C would be rqwarded  with
happiness, peace of mind and a newly aroused sense of
well being and security: Step ‘7  was beautifully analyzed
by Tom V. He stated that clearing the conscience should
remind us of possible future shortcomings, being human.
We should be particularly conscious of the following peti-
tions in the Lord’s Prayer . . . “forgive us our trespasses
as wc forgive those that trespass against us,” “lead US

not into temptation” and “deliver us from evil.” Steps
S and 9 were  humorously and powerfully analyzed by
Harry R., who felt perfectly at home in taking “double
headers.” He argued convincingly that all problems could
be solved with the twelve  steps, four absolutes and the
ten commandments: Step 10 was ably analyzed by eleven
year  Chnrlcy  E. He too warned  ngainst  the evils of re-
sentment, seif-pity  and discouragement and  advised go-
ing to God for guidance for the restoration of hope.
serenity and peace of mind . . . that one goes cithcr for-
ward or backward; never  standiw  still ,  so we should
seek the better life nnd impmve our character; Step  11
was perfectly explained by Judge Jim C. who stressed
the importance of not only attaining sobriety, but main-
taining it. That prayer  and meditation was of transcend-
nnt importance in maintaining a daily contact with God
and achieving .a constant awareness of His nearness;
Step  12 was properly  assigned  to Clarence S., whose
record of achievement will probably never be matched.
Hc nointed  to the others who had nreccded him as mirn-
clcs of spiritual exqerienccs. He *stressed the fact that
these men  ,hnd  maintained their  lengthy sobriety by not
stopping with the eleven  s teps- they had carried  on in
gratitude by helping others . . . Can’t stop with just a
spiritual experience . . . isn’t enough . . . we must carry
the message  to others. We should also do it because of
a ncwlv-awakened scnsc of duty. deeming it a Drivilere
to  serve  our fellowmcn. This .Krivilege  was  a iesponii-
bility-if wc didn’t assume it, you and I, very soon there
would be no AA.

Truly a marvelous meeting. Attendance 315  to  400.
Disappointing proceeds of $94.15 were  tumcd  over to
the AA District Office.

The fellow  who lives  on o.  bluff deserves a good shove.

SAVE SALES TAX STAMPS FOR DOWNTOWN OFFICE
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE
Twenty six groups answered roll call as the September’

Gth meeting of Central Committee was called to order.
After committee reports, a discussion was held on the

subject of money solicitation by the Alcola  Club .  A
member rcportcd  a personal investigation of the methods
used  in which the following points wcrc  brought out:
(a) The danger of this solicitation setting a precedent for
future activities of a similar nature. (b) The advisa-
bility that there bc no hint of internal friction in AA
at the public level.

A resolution  was passed to sclcct  a permanent action
committee which would be cmpowcred  to act on any future
similar problem. This committee was to prepare an
advertisement which was to appear in each local paper
setting forth the aims and purposes of Alcoholics Anony-
nious.

This committee, composed-of Harry D.. Sidney  A. and
Dick S. prepared a statement ,which appeared in Clevc-
land newspapers on Thursday, Scptembcr  8th.

In substance it stated that AA was fully supported
by voluntary contributions from its own members only.
Any public solicitation of funds using the name of Alco-
holics Anonymous was unauthorized,  whether by groups,
clubs, hospitals or other outside agencies.

The advertisement then gave added  information of what
our aims and purposes were.

A lesson to all of us was gained in this instance.  At-
tendance and representation at the monthly Central Com-
lnittee meeting is not compulsory, but we believe this
nroject  would not have becn undcrtakcn  if a strong, vigi-
lant and alert interest  had been shown in the monthly
rrreetings. When trouble brews the turnout is good. Let’s
forestall trouble by maintaining a solid front in main-
taining our ideals.

DOAN  DATA
The group was saddened by the loss of one of its most

loyal members, Ralph (Old Buck) Burkholder. He died
of a cancer September. 5th. He will be sorely missed,
not only at Doan,  but at the W~arrensvillc  Workhouse,
where he accomplished great things in the AA activity
there. One of his last visitors was former secretary
W. Roy W., now of Chicago, who also favored us with
3 visit.

Speakers  for August were Glenn J. B. of Lee Monday;
Phil B. of Indcpcndence; Chuck W. of Euclid Wade;
Corney V. of Lee Wednesday; Ed. C.  H. of Euclid-Wade.

The first meeting  of the group was held November 1,
1941.

NEW GROUP TO START.
The Anscl Road group will hold its first meeting on

Friday evening,  October 14th in St.  Thomas Aquinas
Church, 9205  Superior. Joe V. is the secretary.

ARCADE
Judge Jim C. observed his ninth anniversary of un-

interrupted sobriety two weeks before the actual date
at the September  6th meeting of the group. Good old
Jim has mndc  us tremendously proud of him. His promi-
ncnt position in public life h-as not affected his devotion
to the AA meetings and twelfth step work. Long may hc
live.

LAKEWOOD  M E N ’ S
Pete McN., old timer in AA, was an outstanding

rpcaker at the September 12th meeting.  He stated in
part that the only reasons some people don’t drop to Skid
row arc the strengths of the economic and family tics.

Good crowds are continuing to malcc this group their
objective on Monday evenings.

EDGELAKE
Members attending the September 19th meeting of the

group were given a dramatic, detailed account of the
Noronic disaster in Toronto as John T. described his
miraculous escape and thst  of his wife. Both escaped
injury but wcrc  still visibly suffering from the terrible
ordeal. It was a dee ly moving talc and everyone in the
group joined sincere y in the devout prayer of thanksP
which was offered  for their  deliverance.

A A  D I S T R I C T  OFFICE
At the September 22nd mcctingi  37 gioups  were rcp-

rcscntcd. The $10.000 budget for 1950 was approved.
The operating committee  was increnscd from tbrce  t o
scvcn members.

During the month of August 55 calls for help were
received and turned over to 27 groups. 42 of these were
rcccntivc. G were not readv. 2 were not AA cases and in
5 caics  no  contact was po&ble,  33 requests for literature
were filled, 38 general  services were performed and 14 .
speakers were supplied.

Probably of interest  to our members is that on two
known occasions when  the -tclcphone  operator had some
one on the phone obviously under  the influence of alcohol
and had difficulty in determining what was wanted, sensi-
bly called  the special operator who promptly connected
him with the most obvious place-the  downtown office-
successfully.

WOMEN’S GROIJP CHANGES NAME
The group known as the West Park Women’s group

has changed its name  to the Lalccwood Women’s group.
It now meets in Lakewood  United Presbyterian Church,
12601 Detroit avenue. where,  starting on October 6th,
meetings  will be held each Thursday .cvcning  at 8 :30  P. M.
Nancy W.  is the secretary.

Any woman d&ring  help with her  drinking problem
may call ORchard  1555 or CLcarwatcr  9389.

UNION GROUP MOVES
Judge  Jim C. will be the spcnker  as the Union group

moves to its new quarters  in the rear  building of Ameri-
can Legion Hall, at 13913 Kinsman road. at the junction
of Union avenue, Monday, October 3, 8:30 P. M.

Evcryonc is invited to attend the “house-warming.”
GLENVILLE CLAMBAKE

Inasmuch as Glcnville  did not hold a picnic this year,
the group will hold a combination clambake and dance
on Sunday, October 2, in the club quarters, 10421 St. Clair
Avenue.

The bake will be served at 3:00 P. M. and dancing to
Hal P.‘s  Orchestra will start at 6:00 P. M.

It promises  to be a big day for AA members  and their
friends.

-

FORMER SECRETARY DIES
John Thomas Lowry, former secretary and one of the

organizers  of the Gordon Square  group passed away sud-
dcnlv from a hcort nttaek  Sentcmber  10th.  He leaves
a lo&g  memory  to a host of friends.

BOWLING SEASON IS ON
All three  leagues have begun their seasons with the

East Side  Lcnguc  composed of 24 teams,  the Thursday
West Side with 12 teams and the Friday West Side with
16 teams.

Bill H.. sccrctary  of the East Side  league  was prompt
with his report ,  showing Doan Bears undefeated  i n  6
games,  with Smith-Wilson and Arcade right behind them
with 5 wins and one loss. Euolid-Wade  has high single
game of 932.

EAST CLEVELAND CLINIC
The ward for alcoholic patients has been closed, and

no more alcoholic natients will be admitted until further
notice.

WOMEN HOLD OPEN HOUSE
The East Side women’s group will hold an Open House

mcetinr on Monday. October 10th .at 9:00 P. M. in Eman-
uci El&opal  ChuEch Auditorium, 8614 Euclid Avenue.

Franklyn S. will be master of ccrcmonics.  The panel
of speakers will include Warren C. of Lake Short,  Harry
D. of Edgelake, Frank K. of Union and Wynn W. of Lee
Wednesday.

Everyone is invited, alcoholics. their spouses  and friends.
A s&id  hour with rcfreshn&rts  will  be held in the

church basement  after the meeting.
The August chairman, Eilleen  S.,  thanks Bcss and

George  D., Matt T., Bob S., Mother P., and Mary F. for
their  excellent leads  during August.

The Medina group now meets on Tuesday nights. Same
time. Same place.
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ADDISON-Weahninstcr  Church. N.B.  Car.  Addison &  Wnde l’ark-~::~
IIORTON-IL  Clere.  Cont.  C h u r c h . Pace  P E u c l i d - .
D E T R O I T  ;\IOND,\Y--802.1  D e t r o i t I\W .._.. _ _.._...-....._.____.___I__  SiJO
F,\IRI\fOUNT-St.  l’ml’s  EpircWal. Pnirmount  and  Corentry~:lO
LAKE SHORE-Leg ion  Ila.11.  1372 Warren Rd. .

D i n n e r  nt 7:00-P. M.  hlcetim-
l.AKE\VOOD-ORCHARD  GROVE-Communi ty  Center  Dldp.

8:lO
Detroit Ave.  nncl  St. Charles.---  .----.._I_  -8:30

LAKEWOOD  MEN’S-St.  Peter’s Episc.. W. Clifton L Detmi,8:30
LEE hfOSl)A\‘- I’irst l ’ r e sb .  Cburcb. K. Clew. .  Nela  and  Euclid-b:30
LORAIN  AVE.-Rnnnter  Hall Annu. W .  1 2 0 t h  at Lo&-8:30
M A R I N E  HOSPITAL-E.  124 th  and  Fairhill. 7:30
PI~A1~I~Corpt1s Cbristi  Rnrement.  4 2 0 2  Stickncy  (E.  of Pearl  Bd)-8:30
SIIAEER  IIEI<;TITS-Christ  E p i s c ,  C h u r c h .  3 4 5 1  Warrcnsw

‘Yi 3SOUTII  E.AST GROl:P-Ilaly  Name  IIall.  8 3 2 8  Droodwzy-  :
L:SIOii-;\nrrricau  I.ryww llall.  I391  3  I<itlsnlnn  ( i n  relr)-.---....s:JO
\VEST  2Sth  ST.--hInr*cl  H.+I.  2855  W. 2Sth  S t .
WILLOUC~IIIY-lDresl~yte~~n  Church. Willoughby. ii:::O . -  :
WOMEN’S-East  SidcEmmznnel  Church. 8610 Kuclid- 8:30
WOMEN’%West  SidcWest B l v d . Christ., W .  Blvd. &  W .  101,8:30

A R C A D E - E u c l i d  Ave Llq?ir:,“~  I tb  &  Euelid-“Q” I 30
Cl IA RITS-Lart  Tues. of cxb month-Cbnrity HosycNurscf  Awl-8  :30
CL.ARK-4105  Clark  A n .  U p s t a i r s  - u:30
E,\CLE  TRAININGSnlvation  Army.  E. 9 t h  &  ~~I~:00
EDGEI~XE-Communia  Center Rldc..  St. CbarIu  and  Detmit

Dinner  at  7 : 0 0  P .  &L--Meeting..= a:30
EUCLID-WADE-CJvxy  Presbyter ian  Church.  I%  7 9  61  Euclid-8:30
FAIRVIEW  PARK-Frirvirn  fIwtist.  Lpmin  and  W .  2!-fb  St-X:10
XfILES.LEE-Mount  I-lope  Church. E 164th. north of MiIoa:30
.\(T. I’LEASANT-Eastview  Cont.  Church. 15615 Xinmran  Rd6:30
SMITH-WILSON-Nativity School. 9510 Actnz  Ror “-----:  ::;
SUPERIOR-Immxul~te  Conception. E. 43rd  and Srryrior~  :
WEST PARK-West  Park Baptist Church, W. lS2nd and  Lmatn-8:30
W E S T  S I D E  hIEN’s--SL  Pntrick’s HJI.  Iltidre  at  W .  3a,r.6:10
LORAIN.  O . - C o m m u n i t y  HalI.  23rd  md Ileech  S-6:00
MEDINA  O.-St .  PauI’~  E p i s c o p a l  P a r i s h  H o u s e I:30
l’AINES~IL1.E.  0.--Stag--33 N. State Street a:30
STRONCSVILLE.O.-Town  I fa 190

WEDNESDAY
RASTER  A V E . & S 2 7  Baxter Ave. --a  30
UROOKLYN-1;  of P Hnll.  3 3 1 6  Brctsd&w.  wt o f  Pc~rl GE:45
C O L L I N W O O D - 1 4 7 0 9  S t .  Clair  Ave.
DENISON-7403  Dcnison Ave. - kl:
DOAN  hlEN'S-2028  I.  1OSth  S t . .  2 n d  floor.  s i d e  cntm11~~1:45
E,\ST  S I D E  hfORNING2028  E .  IOSth  S t . 1o:oo  A hL
G A R F I E L D  HEIGIITS-T rinity lhptist.  E 94th and  C~rheld  Ilivd.,U:JO
LEE ROAD-First Enc. Luth..  Derbyshire and  Euclid Hlr  Blvd.-I:30
ST. ,\hlES-(Cnlored~-  S t .  Jnma  A.M.E.  8401 Cc&v- 8:30
W Ad RENSVILLE-Women’s H o u s e  o f  Concctio-6:10
BEDFORD. O.-Y.  M.  C.  A. .  Tarbell  Ave.-:30
ELYRIA.  O. -St .  Andrew’s  EpivopJl  Charcb. Middle  md Tlrird-8:OO
LORAIN.  O. -ANTLERS-St .  Mary’s  S c h o o l .  R e i d  Al-:30

TRIIXSDAY
ALLENDALE-St .  Pau l ’ s  Episc. Church. 15837  E u c l i d  Awr8:lO
ANGLE-St. Mal~cbi’s Church. 2549 Washin on  Av-8:JO
[IROADWAY-SSth-Our  L a d y  o f  Laurda  chool  Hal-E:30F
COVENTRY-FGmntmt  Prerbytcrizm  C71~peI.  Surbomuph -890
EDDY  ROAD--GIenvillc  CnnpregntionJ  Church, E d d y  B S t .  CIair,8:30
CLENVILLE-10421 St.

c
JLr.----.“-r~-L  :M

LORAIN  AVE.-Ilnnatcr  Iall  Annex.  W .  1 2 0 t h  S t .  a t  Lc.ni~6:30
OUTHWAITE-(Negro) Woodland Center, 7100 Xins-t30
THURSDAY AFTERNOON WOSIEN~09  Detro i t  Avl:OO
W,\RRLNSVILLE-~I~~~~~~Y) Administntion  BuiIdinc-7:OO
WEST SlDL7Jtll  Dcnison  Are . lo:30 A .  H.
WEST PARR WO.MI:N-West  Park Ilnptist  Church.  15218  Lo&n  8 : 0 0
\VY,\NDO’l-TE  MEN’S-Rnleemer  IInll  A~wlrewr  P Detro i t  (rear)-8:30
BEREA  O.-Fine  Arts Club.  IL  Bwley  Rd.. 3  drs.  cut of
E A S T  !-AXE-Vine a n d  ~mpbell.  Willouchby.  0
GENEVA. O.-Townrmd  Hall.  Afnin  St., west of Bmadry
PI\INESVILLE.O.--31  N .  Sute  St . .  Third  Floor

HOSPITAL COivlMITTEE
Everyone who hns attended any one of the AA training

clnsses  at The Cleveland  Rchnbilitation Center is invited
to come back any Tuesday evening for a social hour. Some
may wish to register in advanced courses: others may
wish to come for the  9:30 meeting and for coffee and
doughnuts.

As you know, only members of an AA group are ad-
mitted to the clnsscs and because space is limited, only
those who have attended any class& are invited to the
social hour.

YOUNGSTOWN CELEBRATES NINTH
The  Youngstown groups will observe their ninth anni-

versary on October Yth with a dinner at 6 o’clock. The
dinner will be held  in the  Youngstown YMCA building.
Three Clcvelnnders will be on the program. Attorney
Ed B. will be master of ceremonies and Fred and Vi. S.
will be the main speakers.

Preparations arc being  made to handle a crowd of 350.
Tickets for the dinner cost $2.50 per plate.

Committee members in charge are Ray IV..  Earl II.,
Orlo  H., and Larry S. They cordially invite visitors.

THE  LIFE OF AL AND BILL - No. 30

f
We lure  c o u l d .  A l .  A n y  h a b i t
which datmys  L  person’s  peocc
of mind cxn be completely climi-
n.,tnI i f the nllliwnl  person
howntly  mad  rincerdy  wants  t o

Say  Ilill.  did you  rend that quit. Ile’ll,  tttrn  to his  real
item  i n  tbc  paper  about  z guy hd-not  tbe  false  God  o f  Luck.
fonninl:  Cnmbling  A n o n y m o u s  i
We c o u l d  rise  D chapter  bcre,
don’t  yau  think?

SUNDAY
C O L L I N W O O D - 1 4 7 0 9  S t .  CIGr  A~atue 7:3c
LAKEVIEW--CYO  Hall.  St. Alamiur  Cbuti.  E. 109th 6r  St. Cldr..ll:OO
MISTLETOE-&cGilIii  H o m e .  IS60  Mlstlctoe  st Wade  PaU:oO
NEWBURCH-St.  C a t h e r i n e ’ s  Cbrtrch.  3443  E 93rd  St-“:lf
OUTWAITE  (Negro)-71tlO  Kinsman ..4 ‘OU
STERLINC&St.  Colombkill’r  School  Hall,  2 6 4 2  Su~riar,..--.2:3n
SPONSORSHIP MEETIN~lewille  Cmp.  10421 St.  Clur  A”‘;:
T R A I N I N G  MEETIN-  Detro i t  Avr
W E S T  SIDE-Triniw Metbodirt,  W. 99th a n d  Madi-8:36
WARlZENSVILLE~C~aIer  Fn-  Rmati~ Rwa, 1o:oo A M.
G E N E V A .  0.412  South  llrcadnry- 7:.ln
LORAIN.  O.-(Stag) A A  So&l Center ,  iO0  IIm.~y-..,I0:00  A .  hf.

111  TUESDAY EVERY  MONTH
C E N T R A L  COMMITTEGHanna  Boildin&  R o o m  370- I:30

3rd TUESDAY EVERY MONTH
H O S P I T A L  COMMITTEE-Hx~I~;  Buildink  room  370- 8 :30

FOR A U T H O R I T A T I V E  A A  I N F O R M A T I O N
A N D  L I T E R A T U R E

AA CLEVELAND DISTRICT OFFICE~1007  Schofield  Bldg-CH  7387

LIST OF COOPERATIVE M HOSPITALS
Uetty’s  Humc (SII%tyride 4 6 9 2 )
Charity  %~spit,l (MAin  9 4 0

(hl)  m e n  only. &V) men  .nb women.  (W)  w o m e n  AY.
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The Almost League Dead Center
If you arc a member  of the Almost League  it is time

to  resign and join the company of those who belong to
Alcoholics Anonymous without rcscrvations, mental or
alcoholic.

What’s the Almost.  kesgue?  Well, its membership

Knowing nothing about automobiles except being able
t o  steer ‘cm with passable efficiency after pushing a
but ton,  getting  the engine roaring and engaging the

consists of people who are almost but not quite sober.
They’re  not quite drunk, either.  They’re a little  sober

gears,  WC are suckers  of the worst kind when we see a
stalled car, as we stop to offer help. If Lc  hood of the
stalled  car is up, we peek into the car’s innards, ask
inane questions  and usually wind up offering to  push

and a little drunk. When they’re sober you’ll often find the stalled car to the nearest garage or gas station.
them at an AA meeting. When  the urge to take a little (Must be the Boy Scout in us.)
touches them you’ll find them in the basement of their Somctimcs the owner of the crippled  car knows his
llousc  or sneaking in or out of a joint, looking cautiously onions and persuades us to use our awkward bulk to help
about to mnke sure they are not observed by any of rock thr car. Hc knows that the gears are in “dead cen-
the boys or girIs  who arc steady be- tcr” and with rhythmic rocking to
CIUSC  they wish to remain in their . and fro, the gears mesh and the car
good opinion. is ready  to go. It’s always a miracle

Such conduct is rationalized by to us, for as wc stated in the opening
thcsc  Almosters in this fashion: It is paragraph, W C know nothing about
bcttcr  t o  sober  u p  a  d o z e n  times the mechanism of a car.
(after having been drunk an equal Lay people uw as That happens to human beings  too.
number of times, of course) than to Plagued  with over-work, fatigue and
bc drunk all the time. worry, minds occupied witch  an over-

A little sobriety, like a little  edu- usekess  us deud ones land of responsibility,  their mental
cation, can be a dangerous thing. The gears deadlock and seemingly nothing
dummy  who doesn’t  know his way budges them. They’ve got to be rooked
around is sooner or later going to out of dead center.
tumble into a vat full of hops or get

- and besides they
As pressure mounts so mounts the

tangled up with a still. blood pressure. Tempers become fray-
WC are reminded of the World War cd and outbursts arc often the fore-

complaint that this and that was “too runners  of a great deal of business,
littic and too late.”  A little  sobriety

take up  more room.
family or social maladjustments.

is too little. It is also too late  and What should a person do when he
unless something is done about  i t , reaches dead  center? We have strug-
it soon will bc too bad because the . rlcd with this nroblcm for a long
hlmoster  will soon bc out like  a hoot
owl at high noon.

What is required  to get out of the Almost League  is
not an improvement in dcgrec  but an improvement in
kind. A little  sobriety, unlike  some other  things, dots  not
go a long wny. It  doesn’t go at all .  A little  sobriety
jest  won’t work. What is essential  is conaplcte sobriety.

‘time  and arc honestly seeking a6
answer. When  discussing it with others, we find that
we’re not alone  in espericncing  it. We’re  afraid to admit
what might bc the trubh-that  wc haven’t gotten our
house  i n  order. That our mind has been cluttered with
too many things which .have been left undone.

Patience should bc cxcrcised  with the AI,moster. Of
course  he won’t come around until he sees the stupidity
of his reasoning himself. We can, however, by the right
approach, help him to see his mistake and perhaps per-
:uadc  him to resign from the Almost League and join
the real outfit.

This tiesirablc  end ncvcr  will bc accomplished by barking
at him, brushing him off or doubting his desire  to gain
robricty. That he sobers  up once in a while  is an indica-
tion of his intent. We should capitalize on that intent.
WC should remcmbcr  what stumblcbums most of us were
before we decided this controlled business was just plain
alcoholic nonsense in the end.

You can’t generalize about everybody. Each case rc-
quircs  its special treatment. That’s whcrc  the sponsor or
urospcctivc sponsor must USC intelligcncc  instead of fol-
lowing the rule of thumb. Some Almosters can bc talked
into honest membership in AA and others must bc given
more rope until they nre ready.

I remember a traveiing companion I once had. He was
certainly an alcoholic, but the periodic variety. Late one
night, leaving  Paris by air, we were scated  at the counter,
which was also a bar, at the Orly airfield. There were
other people in the party of travcicrs. One of them  was
a **nung  minister who was nominally in charge.

My companion. already *high,  having made the  most of
his inst day in the French  capital, was ordering another

(Continurd  o n  pogr mo)

WC have  a yen for tacking up “action now” signs on
the wall at our desk. You know the kind-“Do it now”
or “So much to do, so little done,” etc., but after a while
they lose  their  effectiveness, because they’re seen so often.
Somconc removed one which WC always liked particulsrly.
titled “Silence-Genius at Work”. We suspect our good
wife whose judgment at times stems  unwarrantly sevcrc.

But this “dead center”  thing can be deadly. It’s frus-
tl’oting  as well as aggravating. When  this mood hits us,
wc  must take an honest inventory of ourselves. Arc WC
tired  because  of lack of sleep? Do we take sensible steps
in getting  regular  res t? Arc wc  taking proper care of
our physical needs? Do we squander the time which
should bc dcvotcd  to duty to such an cstcnt that there is
a mountain of undone tasks awaiting us and which wc
dread  starting on? “So much to do, so little done”!

An hour ago, wc took this inventory. WC are o week
late again in getting out the Bulletin. WC had absolutely
no idea what WC were  going to put in this column. We
were at  dead  center. We sat  at  our desk with pencil
poised, said a long prayer,  and BS  always, our pencil
moved. We ‘hope you’ll understand.

Thanks for giving us your shoulder  to weep on. We’ll
honestly try to clean  up our other  neglected details, so
we can come up wi th  .somc inspirational subject next
month.

That’s a promise.

SAVE’SALES  TAX STAMPS FOR DOWNTOWN OFFICE
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THE ALMOST LEAGUE
(Continued from papr  me)

drink. I  was se&cd  next to him. The minister  heard
and rushed  over shouting imprecations and saying my
friend could not have another drink, he would not permit
it! The well-oiled traveler slowly turned around on his
stool, looked to the chap who would reform him the old
way and in prccisc words, clipped as only 3.  drunk can
clip them, 2lSkCd:

“What did you sny, boy?”
The crushing blow came  when I told the refo;rrtcf:  t;

run along while I bought my friend  a drink. . *
esplained  to him the psychology of us alcoholics. He saw
the light. The companion is an -4lmoster.  Some day,
when he is through playing around and has had enough
bumps, he’ll be in the big league.

PAY AS YOti  ENTER
Have you noticed how eager we are to impress upon

the newcomer in AA that it is not a religious organiza-
tion in any sense  of the word, and then almost in the
same breath emphasize the importance of the Second  Step.

Chances are good too, that the newcomer hears the
same evening an exposition of one of the steps concerned
with the spiritual aspect. We can’t escape it fellows-
we admit that we are powerless  ourselves when WC enter

. AA. Who in hell is lookinK after us  now, Frankenstein?
It reminds us of a story rclntctl  to us by a gcntlemnn

of the cloth recently.
In some churches it is the custom to collect  the sent

offering before the scrvicc, at the door. This Sunday a
meek looking individual scurried past the collectorv  plate
at which the burly pastor was standing sentinel. “Hey,‘*
the pastor yelled “Where’s  your ten cents for your seat?”
“Oh I was at the early scrvicc,” explnincd  the mcclc in-
dividual, “I am just zoing  in to deliver  a mcssngc  to my
wife.” “Well alright,” said tihc  pastor, “Go ahead, BUT
DON’T LET ME.  CATCH YOU PRAYING.”

And the moral,pf that is as the Red Queen said to
Alice, “Taking up a collection isn’t -the only religious
observance at A.4 meetings.”

-Bl~mrosc  Bdlctin,  Hnlifrr.z,  N. S .

OHIO PRISON NOTES
Encouraged  by the results obtained in Columbus State

Prison, in the Alcoholics Fellowship estnblishctl there
three  months ngo, Supt.  W. F.  Amrinc  of the  London
Prison Farm, London, Ohio, permitted  the establishment
of a group activity there. The first meeting  was held
Sunday, October 9th and will be held thereafter on the
second and fourth Sundays of each month. Clcvclnnders
arc  urged  to support this activity. If any group or in-
dividual can or will contribute literature or boolcs to this
group it will bc greatly appreciated. These  may be sent
to Supt. Amrinc or to the Ccntrnl  Ohio Group Fellowship
at 1122 Atlas Bldg.. Columbus, Ohio.

TOMORROW
He was going to be all thnt he wanted to be--tomorrow.
None would be kinder or braver than he-tomorrow.
A friend who was troubled and weary, hc knew,
Who’d be glad of a lift-and who needed  it, too . . .
On him hc would call and see what he could do-tomorrow.
Each morn he stocked up the letters  he’d write-tomorrow.
And thought  of the folks he’d  fill with delight-tomorrow.
And hadn’t one minute to stop on his wny-
More time I will have to Eivc others, he’d sap-tomorrow.
The greatest of workers this man would hnvc bccn-

tomorrow.
But, in fact, hc passed on, and he faded  from view,
And all that he left here when living was through
Was a mountain of things hc intended to do-tomorrow.

GlGGZES
A little man came into the office of a psychiatrist. “I

was wondering,” the little  man said t imidly,  “if  you
couldn’t split my personality for mc.

The doctor looked puaalcd:  “Split your personality?
Why would you want that done?”

Tears tumbled down the l ittle man’s  face.  “Oh.  dot-
tar.”  he wailed.  “I’m so lonc~nmc?!”

AA DISTRICT MEETING
The Advisory Commitee meeting  of the AA District

Office  was held on September 22. 37 groups were repre-
sen ted.

The budget of $lO,OOO.OU  was approved after lengthy,
intelligent discussion. Many erroneous impressions were
cleared up and a better enthusiastic understanding of the
grent  need of this office was effected.

The chairman submitted three plans for contributions
By n G~‘oup  Pledge-A specified amount payable monthly

if so desired and taken from the Group’s treasury.
Cy  a Regttlar  Mo?rthly  Collect ion Taken  Up bv t h e

Grolt7rEfFcctive  in Groups where attendance is for the
most part transient; also in Groups with limited member-
s h i p .

Uy  a Pm*sonal Pledge-One member of the Group ap-
pointed to contact personally every member listed on the
Group’s roster to give them the opportunity to make a
direct contribution.

All delegates were urged to visit the office to fully
acquaint themselves with office procedure.

Elmer L. of Edgelake, member of the committee which
established the office pointed out that with the increased
growth of AA in Cleveland and corresponding greater
demands on the office, thnt the operating. committee be
increased from three to seven members. He felt that
the burden of responsibility was too great to be borne
by three. He pointed out too that this move woud offer
rrcnter  interest and would increase cooperation and finan-
cial support.

Accordingly it was rcsolvcd  to elect two members with
terms expiring on February 1. 1951; two February 1,
1952 and three on February 1, 1963. A three man nomin-
ating committee was selected  and will submit these names
at  the November  meeting.

Following is an activity report of the office from the
beginning  of its fiscal ycnr to September 16th.

536 calls for help were  received which were turned over
to 74  groups of these: 412 were receptive to first con-
tact; 56 were not ready  when contact was made;  61 no
contact possible; 17  not AA cases.

During the same period: 593 general  services to mem-
bers and groups were performed; 328 requests for litera-
ture and information were filled;  78 speakers were SUP-
plied.

Contibutions and sales tax stamps .received  from all
sources total $7,003.69.

The time for the annual AA census  is now at hand and
we should like to ask you to estimate as accurtatdy  as-
possible during the next few weeks  the number of actavs
members in your Group. Shortly after the first  of No-
rembcr the Office will phone you to  get this figure. Your
cooperation in taking this census will be greatly nppre-
ciated  as it is our only way of determining AA glowth
in Cleveland from year to yenr.

PLEA BRINGS GREAT RESPONSE
We were gratified to see the tremendous response to

our plcn for help in building up the Bulletin subscription
list A veritable flood of dollars came in. But when they
were duly entered on the subscription list, we were a
bit cresffallcn. Our plea for help must have been mis-
interpreted, for over Go%  of the responses were from
subscribers whose subscriptions didn’t run out until Janu-
ary, February, July or even August! These  hnvc been
duly advnnced  to  their  new expiration date.

Those  cards wcrc  enclosed with a hope that friendly
subscribers would use them in interesting their friends
who were not subscribers or whose subscriptions had
lapsed. If you wnnt to, you cnn send in the new name
without a card-with a new dollar, of course.

But thanks, good people, for your splendid  response.
Continue on in being a loud Bulletin Booster, so we cnn
stay nenr or over that 1600 line.

GEORGE PETTIBONE
George  Pcttibone, a member of Edplake for the past

nine senra  nnd a most repulnr  member of the Benvin
Restaurant noonday AA lunchcon  group passed away
last  week  nnd wns buried Novcmbcr  21. Hc was highly
c?tecmetl  nnd beloved by all who hnd the good fortune of
lcnnwinz  him. Mng  hc  rest in pence.
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CENTRAL COiWWT'I'EE
Twenty-four groups were represented  among the 30

attending the October Central Committee meeting presided
over by vice-moderator Roy G.

Highlights of the meeting: Trcnsury  shows a balance
of f2ti8.11  with all bills paid to date . . . Hospital Com-
mittee announced litcrnture  purchased for distribution in
hosuitals  was made uossible throurh revenue from the
salt’  of AA pins. Th’cy  also announced the saie  of East
Cleveland Clinic which ended our hospitalization of AA
oatients. Doctor’s Hosoital  is being contacted. Charitv
Hospital is now charging only $15 in addition to hog-
pitalization,  which covers medical fees . . . The Action
Committee reported that letters were sent to civic or-
ganizations explaining Alcoholics Anonymous principles,
particularly affecting money solicitation.

The next meeting will be on November 1, 1949.

ORCHARD GROVE OBSERVES TENTH
The Lakewood  Orchard Grove group, the first westsidc

Cleveland group, will observe its tenth anniversary on
Monday, November 14th at 8:30 P. M. in Community
Center, St. Charles and Detroit, Lakewood.

Many groups on the West Side are offshoots of this
venerable group, and invitations have been sent to all to
join in the affair. Secretnrics will be introduced and
honored and a prominent speaker will bc on the program.

Refreshments will bc served and there will be cntcr-
tainment.

Nelson D., the coal man, will be in charge of the affair.
THIRD SHIFTERS

The “third-shifters” of The Thomoson  Products Co.
have started  a group which meet on Thursday mornings
at eight  o’clock, right nftcr work. They have contacted
Fisher Body and also extend  a hearty welcome  to others
whose work hours prevent them from attending regular
meetings. They meet in the home of Barney B., at 1485
East 219th St Phone him at KE. 4836 for further par-
ticulars.

LAKEWOOD  WOMEN CHANGE AGAIN
The Lakewood  Women’s Group, who last month changed

its name from West Park to its present moniker, found
its  newly selected  meeting place conflicting with the
Wyandotte Men’s group meeting  on Thursday evcninbr.
So they changed their meeting  night and place.

Their new  meeting place is in the United  Prcsbytcrian
Church, located at 12GOl  Detroit  Ave., at Lokewootl Ave.,
and on Monday nights at 8:30.

Billy W.. program chairman announces  the following
imposing list o-f  spenkers for the coming six weeks-i
Oct. 24, Mary L., Bro&lyn;  Oct. 31, Charlie S., Trinity;
Nov. 7. Pete McN.,  Lee Mondny;  Nov. 14,  Art G., Trinity;
Nov. 21, Frank K..  Union: Nov. 28, Franklyn S, Doan.

ANSEL ROAD
Judge  Jim C. experienced a thrill when he returned to

the church of his childhood to Icad the opening meeting
of the newly organized Ansel Road group. -Over  2Ofi
people listened  intently as the Judge dramatically painted
a word picture of his colorful life  from altar boy in that
very church to great civic heights, down to the depths
of depravity and through AA up to where he belongs.
Sot a cough was heard  throughout this stirring lcnd.

Much is expected  from this fertile  territory.
BROADWAY - 55th

Over 300 people joined in celebrating the group’s fourth
nnnivcrsary on Thursday, September 29th. As in each
of its previous occasions, Frank S. of Doan was the
‘leader, with Johnny H. as master  of ceremonies. Scc’y

I Ed. H. was in charge.
The entire collection of 8G5.20 was riven  to the AA

,I ‘District:Office.:/ DOAN  DATA
! I During September, Doan.wns  favored  with a quartet of

1
.esceptionelly  good lenders. They wcrc Corney V., Paul
E., Hank W., and Jim A. The attendance  is gratifyingly

r ‘large.

b
Al. D. is the newly appointed hospital reoresentative.
John L. is the new  Bulletin reporter.  IWe  hear hc

? made  an impressive lcacl on  October 5. - Ed.)

BOWLING NEWS
After winning nine straight without a loss, the Doan

Bears finally proved they weren’t supermen, losing five
of their next six games. Glcnville  No. 3 team is setting
the pact  with 12 wins and three  losses. Smith-Wilson is
hut one pmc  behind them in second place. L. P. was hot
scvernl  weeks a g o  w i t h  a  three  game  totol  o f  71G a n d
high  single .game of 270. Nice bowling.

In the Friday West Side early shift icaguc,  the Lorain
Yanks are far ahcad  of their  nearest  competit ion with
IS points. Their  nearest competitors  are Pearl No. 2,
Angle  No. 1 and 2 who show only 12 points each. T. E. L.
leads the league with 179 average,  having a high single
xame  of 235.

In the Friday West Side  late shift .  Addison is wav
out in front with 19 out of a possible 20 points. Collii-
wood is second with 13 points. “No initial” C-y leads the
lcaguc  with 175 average, with 211 as his high single game.

No news from the Thursday league.

EAST SIDE LADIES
The open house meeting of the East Side Ladies was

o great success, attracting ninny  visitors from neighbor-
inE cities. They almost filled the spacious (and gracious)
EmmanueI  Church at East SGth  and Euclid.

Franklyn  S. of Doan was the able master of ccrcmouies
:lnd wns introduced by Helen O’M, who was chair-lady
of the meeting. The speakers were Jaclc D., Wynn W..
Harry D.,  Frank K. and Judge  Jim C., who was sum-
moned from the audience.

A happy socinl hour completed a delightfu1  evening.
Trinity members  invite you to enjoy their hospitality.

TRINITY
A Round Table  panel  consisting of Harold S., Arcade;

Corncy  V. of Lee Wednesday: Harry W. of Lake Shore
and Jack S. of Wyandotte ~111  endeavor to answer ques-
tions from the audience on Saturday, NOV. 5, at 9 P. M.
On Nov. 12th. Jack G. of Erie, Pa., will be the speaker
and on Nov. 19, Clifford F. of Wooster will lead.

ADDISON HOLDS SHOW
On Monday, November  14th the Addison group will

provide an entertainment and show in Westminster Pres-
byturion  Church, Addison Rd. and Wade Park Ave.
Everyone is welcome, says Clarence S.

PROPOSED NEW GROUP
An invitation is cxtenrlcd to attend the initial meeting

af a new  group in  Mayfield  Village. The meeting place
is Village Hall, SOM Ccntcr Road and Wilson Mills Road
on Tuesday, October 25 at 8:30 P. M. Irl V. B. of the
U. S. Coast Guard is the organizer. His telephone number
is PO. 5518.

PARMA MOVES
The Saturday night Panna group has moved across the

street from its old meeting hall, to Parma  Public Library,
5850 Ridge Road. John L. of ,Doan  will be the spenker
on October 22.

YOUNGSTOWN
Twenty  tliffcrcnt  cities and towns were  represented by

close to 400 people who attended Youngstown’s ninth
anniversary, Sunday, October 9th in Central Y. M. C. A.
The spcakcrs  were Fred  and Vi. S. of Cleveland with
httorney Ed. B. as a masterful master  of ceremonies.
It was quite  an affair.

Harry D., editor of Cleveland Central  Bulletin will be
the speaker at the November Consolidated meeting, Sun-
day, November 20th at 8:00 P. M. in the Y. M. C. A. on
North Champion St.

LORAIN  OHIO NEWS
The Lornin  County Consolidated monthly meetings

started again on Sunday, October 2 in  the AA Social
Center,  Lorain,  Ohio. Tom G. of Clcvelnnd was the a-
cellcnt leader. The next meeting  will bc held on Sunday,
November C in bhhe same  place, 700  Broadwny. Bil l  T.
of the Bnrtges St. Colored  group will speak. He has an
extraordinari!y  good message well worth hearing.

A dance  ~111  be held in the Ccntcr on Saturday, NOV.
12th to which all AA’s arc invited.  Admission is but
tifty cents per person.
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MONDAY
ADDISON-Westminster Church. N.E. Cor. nddison L Wade Park..8:30
B O R T O N - E .  Clew.  Gong.  C h u r c h .  Pace  P E u c l i d - - - - - - - a s s
D E T R O I T MOND,\Y--S023  Detroit Ave .___-__.._  _  ..-- 8:3ll
FI\TRA~OUNT-St.  Paul’s  Epircoml. Fairmount  a n d  Coventry--E:10
L A K E  S H O R E - L e g i o n  Hall.  1172  Warren  Rh.

D i n n e r  a t  7 : 0 0  I’.  hl.  Mcetint..--  __._ - - 8:3fl
l.,\\I;l;\\‘OOD  (Orchrtd  t;rorc)-l4li  St.  Chnrlr~. nr. I)rtroit...-.!I:30
IAKEWOOD  MEN’%St.  P e t e r ’ s  Episc..  W .  Clilton &  Detmit8:JO
I.;\I;I<WOOD  \VO.\II:K-United  I’rcslly.  L3llreh.  12hOl  Detroit-...8:3[’
1.F.E  M O N D A Y - F i r s t  Prrrb.  C h u r c h .  I I  Clew..  Nela  and Euclid..S:JO
I.OMIN  A V E . - B n n n t e r  Hnll  A n n e x ,  W .  1 2 0 t h  at Lani-8:J0
M A R I N E  H O S P I T A L - E .  1 2 4 t h  a n d  F&hill 7:J0
PEARI~orpus  Ckristi Basement. 4202 Stickney  (E. of Pearl IId)-8:J0
SHAXER  HEIGNTS--Chrirt  E p i s c .  Chareh.  3451  Wxrasrille-~:~~
S O U T H  E A S T  C R O U P - H o l y  Name  Hnll.  8 3 2 8  Broadway--.  :
USION-,\merica  Ltgwn  HxII. 13915  Kinsmntt  ( i n  rcnr)........--.Y:311
WEST  2 5 t h  ST.-Marvel  Hall.  2 8 5 8  W. 2 5 t h  S t - . . -
W I L L O U G H B Y - P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h .  Willoushby, 0 . : : : :
WOMEK’S-Ikt  Side-Emmanuel  C h u r c h .  8610 &JOEuclid.-  .

ARChDE--Eaclid  hve  naptut.  c. 1  t h  B E u c l i d . - . . - -. TUESyf 8:J0
CIIARITY-Last  Tues.of  each month--CImrity  Hos~Nunu’Aud,~::;
CLARK&105  Clark  A v e .  U p s t a i r s  -._
E A G L E  TRhININC-SaIlration  A r m y .  E .  9 t h  61  Eagle eiw
EDCELAXE-Community  Center Bldg.. St. Clmrles  and Detroit

D i n n e r  at,  7 : 0 0  P.  bl.--Me&w.. - - - 8:JO
EUCLID.WADE-CaInrr  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C’hureh.  E 7 9  &  E u c l i d - 8 : J O
FAIRVIEW  PhRK-I~riwirw  I$aptiat.  Lorain  a n d  W .  Z!,Zh  St.-M:30
MILES.I.EE-Mount  Hope Church. E. 164th. north of bfIIcs~8:JO
MT. PLEASANT-fistview  Conp.  C h u r c h .  1561s  Kinsman  RA8:JO
S M I T H - W I L S O N - N o t i r i t School. 9510 Aetna Roa
SUPERIOR-Immacalnte Eonception. L::::E .  4Jrd  n n d  S u p e r i o r -  :
W E S T  P A R K - W e s t  Park  Ilaptist Clxurch.  W .  lS2nd a n d  Lenin-8:J0
W E S T  S I D E  MEN’%.%  P a t r i c k ’ s  HalI.  Dridre  at  W. 38ttiB:JO
1:1,YI:lr\  IColorc~l)-JJS  C,,Iw~~inw St . . .._._...._.  ____ . ..__.._._  _-_  _____._  -S:Jf’
LORAlN.  O . - -Communi ty  Hall. 2Jrd  a n d  Dceeh  31. a:00
bfEDINA  O.-St. Paul’s Episcopal Parish IIoure 8:JO
P A I N E S V I L L E .  O.-SIJC-JJ  N .  State  Stm%....-l- 8:J0
STRONCSVILLE.O.-Town  Hall 8:Jo

WEST SIDE-SUNDAY~
The  West  Side  Sunday night group advises that their

meetings  will start promptly at eight  o’clock starting
November  6. They meet  in Trinity Methodist Church,
West  49th and Madison.

COLORED GROUP IN ELYRIA
Wilbcrt Y.. enthusiastic colored member of Elyria, or-

canizcd n Colored group  which met  for the first time
in early September.  35 to 40 attended  the meeting. They
meet at 335 Columbus St. on Tuesdays.

COMMITTEE OPERATES HOSPITAL
A committee of eight AA’s have been operating Mac-

Cillis  Nursing Home for the past two months. Members
are Clint C., Harry IL.  Jim B., Glen B., Mike M., Dr. C.,
Eillccn  S. and Adele  R.

Convict: How lonz  you in for?
New  Cellmatc: Ninety-nine years.  How long you in

for?
Convict: Seventy-five years.
Ccllmatc: Then  you take  the  bed near  the  door-you’re

getting  out first.

C.13,NEV.t.  0 . 4 1 2  S o u t h  Dmdnny  m...--..-..... p7:Jtl
LORAIN.  O.- (Stnr) A A  So&l  C e n t e r .  7 0 0  Broochvay--IO:00  A.M.

1st TUESDAY EVERY MONTH
C E N T R A L  COMMITTEE-?I-  Building, R o o m  370&:~0

3rd TUESDAY ??ERYMONTH
H O S P I T A L  COMMITTEE-Henna DaIIdinlr. Rbom  370- 890

-
F O R  AUTHORlTATlVE  A A  INFORMATiON

A N D  L I T E R A T U R E
A A  C L E V E L A N D  D I S T R I C T  O F F I C E - I  007  S&o&Id  Bldr-CR  7187

L I S T  O F  C O O P E R A T I V E  AA HOSPfTAm
Dctty’s  Home  (SHadyside  4692) ( M l - - 4 8 0  Saamtm  Bard

.-Centnl  l d E 22nd St

(11) men only.  (MW)  m e n  md women.  (W)  womm  mb.
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Giving Thanks Petition
All of us have known people--possibly we  have been

associated with them in family or business-who are
never happy. They always are looking for something.
Only the glamorous, the dramatic, the exotic or the ma-
terial pleases them. What enjoyment they derive from
these sources is temporary. These qualities fail to satis-
fy.  Tomorrow, they hope, something that really will
make them happy will turn up.

In a perverse sort of way these unfortunates put all
the emphasis and all their energies, spiritual rind  emo-
tional, on the constitutional right to “the uursuit  of han-
piness.” They are eternally pursuing
Ull. Hannincss  eludes them.

Th’ey  never  cat&

‘The r&&ons are plain. These pco-
pie  entertain only the vaguest ideas
of what constitutes happiness. They
have not mown  uu to the noint  where
they realize  that happiness is a state
of mind. A man laid low by perman-
ent illness. though  he live in a man-
sion with a retinue of servants, is un-
happy compared with the healthy fel-
low who may dwell in the meanest
house on the meanest street in town.
Happiness to these [pursuers is some-
thing like a new necktie or a box of
candy. It  has to be expressed in
tangible terms. The material ob-
jects that give joy are not in them-
selves happiness, only an expression
of it in some instances.

These seekers after the big, these
people who have emotional rabbits in
their trousers, would deny vehement-
ly the fact  that happiness is composed of many ingredi-
ents, all of them small and unsaectacular.

“There’s one thing about this program I can’t seem to
get,” stated an earnest member of four  months as he
rose, obviously impressed by the spiritually moving ad-
dress of a group speaker, to ask the question, “how can I
,properly learn to pray? I’ve prayed all my life, yet 1
find it difficult to feel assured that my prayers are heard.
The kind of life I’ve lived. I don’t deserve to be heard.”

That was a tough que&on  to answer. Obviously this
man was sincere and honest. What did he lack ? His
remarks implied tlrat he had found a necessary and basic
cruatitv-humility. For unless we trulv  become  humble
\ke  cannot  propei.ly place ourselves in a “receptive mood to

receive an answer. What he probably

If you conkr  a

benefit, never re-

member it; if you

receive one, never

forget it. - Chillon

Hsppiness  it  not something leased and lent.  It  must
be earned, it must be paid for, item by item. And these
items consist in the abilitv to mureciabe  the little and
the simple things in life. -They  consist  of a willingness
to help others in little things. They consist,. not in long-
ing for more and more, but-in givini  thanks, as the pop;-
lar expression puts it, for small <blessings.

Sometimes these blessings are not so small. Only the
thanks are small by comparison. Too often we are prone
to take happiness for granted. We are inclined to think
of it as an inalienable right and it is no  such thing.

All of us would be happier if we gave thanks for what
we haw instead of waiting until something believed to be
better comes along. In this frame of mind the so-called
better will never be received.

Those of us who are alcoholic have no right to rrrumbte.
even silently, about what we want but may not have. We
have been given  the greatest gift that contributes to hap-
piness-so&iety.  - __

Sometimes we mav get depressed because all the ma-
terial things  we believed we were entitled to did not
come our way when we gave up alcohol with the help of a
Higher Power.

Tha improvements in the house, the new car, the bet-
ter job may still be in the future. We are stunted in OUI
spiritual growth, indeed, if we think that these material
aspects of our lives must be attained before we can be
happy . We hare the wagon of our lives hitched to the
wrong star if such is the case.

Sobriety is so undeniably the basis of our lives that
(Continued on pop tmol

lacked was sufficient faith.
A comnlete  and careful studv of

the twclv>  steps and honest, si&ere
application of them wil l  provide a
progressive program in supblying  au
answer, was the advice given.

If we truly admit to being power-
less-and truly means honestly-and
turn to a Hirrher  Power for heln and
have the subGme faith of a comblete-
ly helpless person who would even
grasp at a straw to keep from being
submerged, we are more likely to be
receptive to His gracious help than if
we just accepted it casually as our
dower right.

For when. and only  when. we act-
ually turn o;r entire iives  over to the
care of God as we understand Him,
and remembering that He placed us
on this earth for some definite pur-

pose, the which we can only find through daily devoted
contact with Him, are we on our way to discovering Him.

Our program is a Daily Program: Simple it is, with
a daily rededication to our promise to Him that with His
help we will try not to offend Him. He has given us a
behayiour  guide-the Ten Commandments. We cannot
chisel even a little sin on the excuse that we are human
and imperfect and so are entitled to a little sinning now
and then. A deliberate and wilfut breach of His com-
mandment begets a troublecl soul. Man, being by nature
hmperfect,  can and does break many of God’s laws with-
out deliberately planning to do so.

If we truly look upon God as a loving God-a forgiving
God, indulgent, compassionate and understanding -and if
we honestly and sincerely want Him to hcln us. we wili
try every ileans  to co&et  Him.

_ I

Somewhere we read advice on contacting Him. It was
suggested that we try to achieve absolute quietness. That
we then try attuning our minds to contact Him just as
though we were tuning in on a much desired radio pro-
gram-one we simply had to hear because it held an
important and vital message. How careful we would be
to eliminate all outside noises and how deticatelv we
would turn the dial. If  we truly want  t,o  contaci  our
Almighty God, we can, with what should be a great
fidelity of purpose.

With our  piayers  of petition, let’s not forget the pray-
ers of thanksgiving, adoration and praise. These are
probably more important, for it’ we are truly His suh-

jects  we wilt accept with serenity His judgment as to our
needs.

The fellow who lives on a bluff deserves a good shove.
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GIVING THANKS
(Contimred  from #age  our)

nothing should be allowed to detract. from the happiness
it has brought. To kmeep  that happiness, to appreciate it
and enjoy it to the fullest, we must give thanks every
dav. we must show our thankfulness bv heluinp  others
sill;ilarly  ail’licted. Ha’ppiness  i s  a  conti”nuing- p&zess,  iI
is not a static condition, and being thankful for it is one
way of guaranteeing its continuation.

Holiday Warnings-Don’t Take That First Drink.

JAY WALKING IS DANGEROUS TOO
We clipped the following excerpt from an article which

appeared in “The Brighter Side” of Waterloo, Iowa. We
b&eve it has an excellent message:

“Our thinking and behavior pittern  is as absurd and
incomprehensible with respect to the first drink as that of
an individual with a passion, say for jay-walking. He
gets a thrill out of skipping in front of fast-moving ve-
hicles. He enjoys himself a few years in snite of friendly
warnings. Up to  th is  point  yo;  would iabel  him as a
foolish chap having queer ideas of fun. Luck then de-
serts him and he is stighlly  injured several times in suc-
cc!.s.s‘oIl. You would expect him, if he were normal, to
cut it out. Presently he is hit again and this time has a
fractured skull. Within a week after leaving the hos-
pital a fast moving trolley car breaks his arm. IIe tells
you he has decided to slop jay-walking for good, but in a
few weeks he breaks both legs.

On through the years this continues, accompanied by
his continual Ipromises to be careful or to keep off the
streets altogether. Finally he can no longer work, his
wife gets  a divorce. he is held UD  to ridicule. He tries
every-known mea&  to get the jiy-walking  idea out of
his head. He shuts himself up in an asylum, hoping to
mend his ways. But the day be comes out he races in
front of a fire engine, which breaks his back. Such a
man woulcl  be crazy, wouldn’t he ?

You may think our illustration is tab ridiculous. But is
it? We. who have been throunh the wrinzer.  have to ad-
mit if we  substituted alcohol&m for jay:&aiking,  the il-
lusl.ration  would fit us exactly. However intelligent we
may have been in other respects, where alcohol is involv-
ed, we have been strangely insane. It’s strong language
-but true.”

GLEANINGS FROM OTHERS
We still like to think the best definition of the spiritual

sitte of -4A  is somet,hing about like this: “If the experi-
ence which I have had makes life happier, more useful
and more satisfactory, not only to me but to those w11o1~
I love and to the worlct at large, then I have  indeed known
the Grace of God.“-The Screwball.

Some troubles are like bee stings; thev’re  only .03125
of’  an inch tong and tile rest is imaginati;ln.

Let each of us  be diligent about taking the inventory-
but be sure it is his own and not the other fellow’s.

COLIJRIUUS  HOLDS ANNUAL AA DAY
Preparations are being made to seat 1700 people at the

annual Central Ohio AA day meeting in Columbus, Ohio,
on Sunday, November 20th at 3 p.  m.

The meeting will be held in Central High School 75
South Washington Boulevard, just across the Scioto Rive1
from the State Office Building.

Speakers will be Mrs. Jean F. and Paul K. of Charclan,
Ohio (Cleveland) and C. Frank C. of New York City.

This will undoubtedly be an outstanding occasion.

A MISUNDERSTANDING
We received an erroneous impression from a member

of the committee and in the October Bulletin published
a statement saying:
Gillis  Hospital,”

“Eight AA’s were operating Mac-
which, they would like to have retracted.

The eight AA’s named are an “advisory committee.”
Their duty is to keep MacGillis Hospital informed, con-
cerning the philosophy and teachings of AA.

They do not receive any remuneration. MacGillis  Hos-
pital is owned and operated by Angela MncGillis.

We regret the interpretation of the message we receiv-
ed and trust  this item will clear up the misunderstanding.

1 .

2 .

3.

‘4.

5 .

Ii

7 .

8 .

0.

t o .

A CHALLENGING PROGRAM
Just for today I will try to live through this day
only, not to tackle my whole life problem at once.
I can do things for 24 hours that would appall nw if
I had to keep them up for a lifetime.
Just for today 1 will be happy. This assumes that
what Abrahanl  Lincoln said is true, that “most folks
are about as happy as they make up their minds to
be.” Happiness is from within; it is not a matter of
externals.
Just for today 1 will try to adjust to what is, and not
try to adjust everything to my own desires. I will
take my family, my business, and my licks as they
come and fit myself to them.
Just for today i will take care of my body, I will ex-
ercise it, care for it. nourish it. not abuse it nor neg-
lect it, so  that it 6ill  be a p&fect  machine for my
bidding.
Just for today I will try to strengthen my mind. I
will learn something useful. I will not be a mental
loafer. I will read something that requires elfort,
I bought  ant1  concentration.
Just.  I’or today I will exercise my soul in ttlrcc ways:
1 w i l t  tlo sonlc~botty  a  good turn  :mt n o t  jict  found
oul;  1 will do at te:kst  two things 1 don’t want  to do,
as William James suggests, just for exercise.
Jnst  for  today 1 will be agrceabt~e. I will took as
trrtl as I can,.
IOW,

dress as bccomingty  as possit)le,  latk
net courteously, bc til)crnl with praise, crilicize

not at all, nor lind fault with
to regulate or improve anyone.

anything and not try

Just  for  today I will have a iprogram.  I  will  write
down what I expect to do every hour. I may not
follow it exactly, but I will have it. It will elimin-
ate two pests-hurry and indecision.
Just for today I wilt have a quiet half hour all by
myself and relax. In this half hour sometimes I wilt
thank God, so as to get a little more perspective
to my life.
Just for today I will be unafraid, specially I will not
))c  afraid to be happy, to enjoy what is beautiful, to
love and to believe those I have, love me.

Central Ohio Fellowship, Columbus, 0.

HORBY  CENTER
Several open houses will be held at the Cleveland Re-

habilitation Center at 2239 E. 55th Street (between Cedar
nnrl  Central)! to acquaint Cleveland AA members with
this  worthwhile  IIobby Shop.  Evervonr  will  have an op-
portunity to visi t  classes in Pubiic  Speaking, Cabinet
RIaking and Upholstering and see them in operation.
starting at 7:30 p.  III.

A regular AA talk and social hour with coffee and
ItoIltits  will follow.

Holiday \\‘arninns-I)on’t  Take That First Drink.

AA DISTRICT OFFICE
Four  new members were adcled to the Office Advisor)

Comniiltee  at the November 10th meeting. Jack I):,
Franklyn  S., Tony K.  and Hershel H. All are very con-
scientious and able men.

WEST SIDE WOMEN
Through pure carelessness, one of our very important

women’s groups were omitted in the last Bulletin roster
of groups. We hasten to put it back on the list.

They still meet in West Boulevard Christian Church,
West Boulevard ancl  W. 10lst  Street at Madison on Mon-
day evening at 8:30 IV. m.

OSCAR MINSCH
Oscar RIinsch, former hardworking secretary of the

I)cnison  group, diect on October 31st from a complication
of diseases. During  his six and one-half years of un-
interrupted sobriety, Oscar contributed much to the ac-
tivity in Twelfth Step work. He was onlv 48 years old at
his death. To his bereaved family, of wife Gertrude ant1
six children, we offer our heartfelt sympathy. Cleveland
will miss him, too.
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TEN YEAR SECRETARY RETIRES
Elmer L., secretary of the Edgelake  and old Lake Short

group for the past ten years, will officially retire in the
capacity which he held so efficiently on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 6. He will add13ess  the Edgelake  group on that night.

Owing to pressing business demands on his time, he
was forced to make this decision.

This will come as quite a shock to all Clevelanders who
had just naturally identified the group as Elmer L’s group.
Possessed of a whimsical sense of humor,he  however made
his group a model which many patterned after. It will
be dillicult  to find as able a successor. This successor will
be named by the Operating Committee on December 6th.

DOAN  DATA
John L., correspondent for Doan Men’s group, reports

himself as the October 5th leader; Charlie Z. of Glen-
ville on the 12th; M. R. of Eddy Road on the 19th; Ed. RI.
of Lee Road on the 26th. Each delivered in excellent
fashion.

Holiday Warnings-Don’t Take That First Drink.
THIRD ANNIVERSARIES

Broadway Men’s group celebrates its third anniversary
on Sunday, November 20 at 3 p. m. in St. John’s Lutheran
School Hall, Cable Avenue, oil’ Broadway, second street
south of’ East 55th Street.

Speakers will be Bill RI. and Harold S. Good cntertain-
nlcnt  alld refreshments will follow.

The Superior group also celebrates its third on Satur-
day evening, November 19th in Immaculate Conception
Hall, at East 43rd and Superior, at 9 p.  m.

Entertainment will include dancing to Hal Pickett’s
Orchestra.

MILES MEN AND IJNION
Miles and Union will collaborate in holding their ninth

annual Bingo Party and Turkey Raffle on Saturday night.
November 19 at Novak’s Hall, 12907 Union Avenue.

This annual affair is very popular and attracts members
from practically every group in the Cleveland area. Theil
generous prizes and excellent food, plus fine entertain-
ment always brings them back.

Frank L. of Miles Men and Walter C. of Union are in
charge. The activities start at 9 p. m.

WINDERIERE
Meeting in one of the nicest meeting halls in the state,

this very fine young group deserves real support  each Sat-
urday night. The speakers are always excellent. There
is no card party after the meeting.

The meetings are held in East Cleveland Women’s Club,
Lakefront Road, off Euclid Avenue at 9 p. m. sharp.

Bob B. of Wednesday Lee speaks on Saturday, Novem-
ber 19th.

BEREA THURSDAY
Meeting starts  .p’romptly  a t  8:30 sharp in the Berea

Thursday group. Many of our members observe an early
curfew hour. Visitors are always welcome at this charm-
ing group.

TRINITY ANNIVERSARY
On Saturday, December 3, Trinity will observe its sec-

ond anniversary with an imposing panel of speakers.
Each of the speakers have contributed tremendously in
time and effort to the AA program durinlg the past eleven
years. They are Mrs. Kate N., Elizabeth B., Clarence S.,
Warren C., Jack D. and Pete McN.

An organ recital from 8 to 8:30 will precede the speak-
ers.

The affair will be held in Trinity Church, 3523 West
25th Street.

BeginninE  Satnrday,  November 2Fth and until further
notice, the last Saturday of each month, the Trinity group
will hold a square dance. There will be no speaker on these
nights.

Only 200 people can attend. Tickets at one dollar each
n-ill be sold in advance. There will be no tickets sold
at the door. Pappy Doyle’s Band will provide the music
and entertainment.

Reservations can be made through Art G., at SII. 0286.

CENTRAL CORIRIITTEE
Ihntter  attendance and greater representation marked

the November 1 meeting of Central Committee.
A proposal relating to the recent unfortunate breach

of “AA etiquette” viz., public solicitation was thorough-
ly discussed and intelligently acted upon. TO circum-
vent a rcnetition  of this  olrcnsc. the Action Conlmittee
was ,enul&vered to insert an advertisement in all Cleve-.
inlid papers at least twice a year to remind the public of
AA’s tradition and policy.

Regarding the action  if tile Ohio State Legislature in
establishing a Commission on Alcoholism with the view
of establishing clinics, the Moderator snmmed  up the
opinions expressed as follows: . . . that in his opinion, dis-
cussions of this sort constitute the basic purpose for which
the Central Committee exists, emphasizing the fact that
Central Committee is a forum for exchange of opinion
and not in any sense a governing body. He invited the
delegates to refer this matter to their respective groups
and to continue the discussion further at the next meeting
of Central Committee on December 6, 1949.

CEDAR (‘ELEBRATES  FIFTH
The Cedar grnnp,

t ion Army,
an excellent ndjnnrt  of the Snl-in-

cvcning,
celebrated its fifth anniversary Saturday

Novtnlber  1” ii1 Calvary l’resbytcrian  Church
with a sumptuous banquet  prepared and served by mem-
bers of the group.

Plaudits were many and particularly to deserving AIaj.
Peter IIotTman,  whose dogged persistence made the group
a model which has been copied in cities like Cincinnati,
Akron, Youngstown. IJaston.  Erie. and Philadelohia.  Pa.
D e l e g a t i o n s  f r o m  these-cities  att&ded  t h e  atfair.  ’

Clarence S., who gave much of his time and advice to
the Major was the main speaker and was his usual in-
spiring self. Short talks were given by representatives
of the above mentioned cities.

Very impressive affair and well attended.
1~11001C1,YN

Speakers for November are Ben It., November 9; Judge
Jim C., November 16;  llubc  F., November 23 and Paul IL.,
November 30. An outstanding quartet. hleetings in Brook-
lyn K of P. Hall, Broadview near W. 25th start promptly
at 8:45 p. m. Everybody is welcome, of course.

LAI~EWOOD  MEN’S
Speakers for November are Art M. of Loudenville, No-

vember 7; Bill O’R. of Lorain,  Monday, November 14;
Carl M. of Berea, Thursday, November 21 and Charlie E.
of Doan on November 28.

A bouquet must be tendered to Harold O’B., chairman
and Walter S., for reviving this excellent men’s group.
From an average attendance of 17 prior to their taking
office, an average of 54 has been maintained. Excellent
twelfth step work.

NEW QlJARTER&  FOR  I’AIRVIEW  PARK
The Fairview  Park grourp  held its first meeting in its

new quarters ins hlasonic Hall, 22082 Lorain  Road on No-
vember 1.

They start their meetings promptly at 8:30 each Tues-
day evening.

k New Ylar’s  eve party will be held in the new quarters.
Holiday Warnings-Don’t Take That First Drink.

I~OWLING  NOTES
The East Side League was given a surprise bonas  last

week by the St. Clair-Eddy Recreation Company. Three
turkeys were presented to three bowlers who bowled the
most  tpins  over their average for that night. Winners
were B-s of Smith-Wilson, with 126 pins over his aver-
age; R. R.-s of Arcade No. 2, with 120 over and Ray
hl-11, 106 over.
8 women teams.

The East Side League has 24 men ant1
Arcade No. 2 led after November 4 with

1:)  games  won  and 8 losl followcti  Iby  St.  (:lair-Lakcvicw
with 18 and 9.

In the Thursdav  West Side Leaeue.  Collinwonti. with 21
points leads Brodtlyn  with 20. 1;illey  View No.‘2, East-
\Vest and Berea arc tied for third with 19 points wch.
T i g h t  r a c e .  T w o  Coilinwood howlers,  Joirn L-11 ant1
Al H.-k are battling it out for high individual average
with 181 and 180 respectively.
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I,ORAIN  COUNTY
Bob S. of Erie, Pa., will be the speaker at the December

4111 monthly Lorain  County Consolidated meeting which
will be held in Lorain  Social Center at ‘7 o’clock in t!re
evening.

NEW AA SOCIAL CLUB
On December  3111,  a new AA social club will open

under the name elf Alan Club, Inc. The air conditioned
quarters are located at 1820 East ‘i9th  Street. Open from
10 a. m.  to 1 a. m.

l%LOORIF1EL1~  HOSPITAL
Several Clevelanders  visiting Detroit,  Mich.!  returned

with glowing upraise  of Detroit’s newly establrshed  hos-
pital for the treatment of alcoholics, t i t led Bloomtield
Hospital. It is an imposing mansion located on Wootl-
ward Avenue at Square Lake Road.

Eight registered nurses-four day and four night-
are in constant attendance. It is state approved and co-
operates with AA.

Detroit has needed a place like this for some time.

Holida,-  \\‘arnings-Don’t  Take That First Drink.

SUNDAY
CO~.I.IN\\‘OUD--14709  St. Clair Avenue ..___......._____.._.......................  720
I.AI<F.\‘IEW-CYO  Hall. St. Aloyrius  Church, E. 109th 8 St. Clair..B:oP
M  ISTI~ETOE-hlac(;illis  Home, 1560  Mistletoe at Wade Park.......f:OO
NEWBURGII-St.  Catherine’!a  Church, 3443 E. 93rd St .___...__.  - _.__.  8:30
01’T\\‘hll  E (Negro)--illll~  Kilwnan . .: . . . . .4:llo
STF‘Rl.IN(St.  Columhkill’s  School  Hall. 2642 Sulwtor  ._.._...._......  831)
SI’ONSORSFIIP  MEETING-Glenville  Croup. 10421  St. Clair A~e...3:00
TRAINING MEETING-8023 Detroit Ave  ._...___............~.............~~..... 8:W
WI-ST  SIDE-Trinity Methodist. W. 99th and Madison ..__.....__._...._.  8:30
M’/~RlIENSVILLE-Cooley  Fa rms  Rec rea t ion  Room............lO:OO  A$:Md
GENEVA. O.-412 South Broadway ._.._____.......____...................................
LORAIN.  O.-(&g)  AA Social Center, 700  Broad\~ay........lO:00  A. M.

1st TUESDAY EVERY MONTH
CENTRAL COMMITTEE-Hanna  Building, Room 370 . .._......__......_  I):30

3rd TUESDAY EVERY MONTH
IIOSPITAL  COhlMITTEE-Hanna  Buildinn. Room 370 __,._.._____....  8:30-..  ~~-

F O R  AUTH;RlTATlVE  A A  I N F O R M A T I O N
A N D  L I T E R A T U R E

AA CLEVEIAND  DISTRICT OFFICE-1007 Schofield Blde.....CH  7387
- -

1 .1ST 01  COOl’ERATlvE  A A  H O S P I T A L S
I!rtt?‘.r Iltwne (Sllndyside 4 6 9 2 ) (hi)  . .._..__.__..  . . . . . . 3480 Scranton Road
Charity  IloslGtal  (hl,\in  94OflJ  (hlw)  __.____.._.....  Central and E. 22nd  St.
Clewland  Alcoholic Clinic (E.xpress  8998) (MW)........7809  Euclid Ave.
Farquhnrson’s  (TUxedo  5.IRPZ) (XII  __..__._...  ..____....____.....  6037  Pearl Rd.
hlac(;illis NuninK  Ilwne  (R:\.  2 5 5 6 )  (hl\V)

.._ .___..,____....  I560  Mistletoe Dr. at Wade Park
Ryan’s  N&&  Ilomr  fhlElrose  1635) (11) ._______........  8023  Detroit Are.
at. !&n’s  tinspitai  (\\‘oodbine  5750) (M)  __.._.................  7911 Detroit Ave.

(II) mrt, 0111y. (hf\t’)  men a n d  w o m e n .  (W)  w3”cn  only.



Christmas Spirit Our Obligation
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Habit  i s  a  wide. \Ve  weave  a  th read  ol’  i t  cbvery  day

and at last we cannol  break il.--llornce  3lann.
Get the habit  of taking  inv-cntwy  of ywrself,  :111d irl-

clutle the followirig:
Have  I lxxn ft4rntlly  .711,1  I1clpf111  to anyone  tvitli  7111

alcoholic J~iwblrm  ?
Has this caused him tn crime hack to me for hclJr  01’

advice ? ll  so,  l i e  may  h e  f o r m i n g  :I  Iial~it wllic~ll  w i l l
make him  a twttcr person  for  life.

What did it  cost me? O n l y  the tilnc  :1n11  clf~>rl trl tw
IlPlpful.

If a problem mnkrs  him l’carful.  cspccinllv  ii it is nil

alcoholic ~IX~~A~I,  he ran always think hnppiiy.  “I’ll ~0 to
Jones, he’s always  ready to help with such thirsts.”

This persnu has now formed  :I h:ll)it  which  is poillg  to
be niutuallp  bcnefirial--to  him and most  c,M:liiily  t o  you.

People who have ati hour  to  spare ,  I~su:illy spcntl  it
with snmehntl~ who hasn’t. Why n o t  spml  y0u1  spa1‘1
hour  with nn alcohoiic  who needs it.

He  who has no fire in him cannot wn1'111  (It  hers.

ANO1’HER  SECRE’I’ARY  RE’l’IRl~S
\Vell  known and highly ell’icient  Wyn. I\‘. wit]  rAiw as

secretary of thr  1,~ Road Wetlnestlay  gl’ntltl which  he Il:lS
so capably srrvctl  for ahout  seven years. ()I1 \~c!tl11cd:1y,
necelnber  28, lie will give :I,I :ic,wrlllting  of llis slc~watxl-
ship. Business has n~acle SIIVII tlenlan~ls OII  Ilis time, t llat,
he finally had to repretfnlly  relinquish the serviw  whic*ll
l i e ’  t o o k  s u c h  frent iliterest  ill. ‘rlie  ~IY~II~P  Ivill  tlliss
him snrely.

AA COlIl’Ih  III’I’S  JACIII’O’I’
Fairview  \‘illage canle into the national headlines as

members Ola and Ernie P. hit the $‘26,(.M0.00 sweepst:lke
prizes on the Stop the Music Shorn last week. Roth  :Ire
active meml)ers  of the Faiwie\v  group  and we’re  prn\~,l
alld  happy  with  thrln.

-





,:,~sslc.\l-i~.  0.---I:.  nf I.. 1,:. 111111 S:.ill
EUCI.11).  O.--Ifoly  Ctass  Ch”rch.  E. Zooth  and Lake Shore iilvd:....B:30
I,ORAIN-  \\‘OS---h:\  Sorinl  (‘<.,,IcI..  ill11  Itr~,n,l\rn>
MENTOR. O.--Mentor Mctlmrlist  Church __.  I........  .._.._ . . . . . . . . . . .._.... %
O B E R L I N ,  O . - A m e r i c a n  Leginn  Home.  S.  Main a n d  Hamiltcm....R:.ln

SATURDAY
.\l,c:~ll.A--  -all”  I,< lI<lil  .\vr.. 1~1:1~11  \ .  hl.
BROADWAY MEN’S-St.  John;;  I.uth. Cb&ch.  Calrle  a; firoad.....!3:3o
CROSSROADS--F.nclid  Avcn~~e  Raptist  C h u r c h .  East 18th. . ...9 :oo
GI.EN\‘II.LE--10421 St. Clarr  ____....._._.._.  .._...._........___._...........................  9:30
GOSI’I:I,  C E N T E R - 6 9 1 0  I.?\-inston Avr. . . . . . . . a:30
LAKE\VOOD  Sat. Nitc--Redeerller  Hall. Andrew. “par Detroit...B:lO
hlATT  TALBCYT-St. Philip Keri Church. E. 8Z”d and St. Clair....8:30
PARM,\--I’uhlic  I,ih~:~ry,  SRSll  I<idEr  Ron<1 R:Jll
R E D W O O D - E u c l i d Lutheran Church. E. 2 6 0 and Oriole _.____._  1:  R:30
TRINITY-Triniw  Evangelical Church,  3525 W.  25th St .____________..  8:30
VALLEY VIE\V-Commrlnity  Center, IV. 7th and Starkrcather......E:J~
WINDEMERE-East Cleveland \Vome,,‘s  Club, 1747 Lakefront.-...9:00
8005 CROUP--BOOS Lorairl  Avr . .._ _._._.__...._____..........................................  8  :30
ASHTARl’1.A.  (1.--K.  of  1 ’ .  11:ill.  ).I,” A\?..
EI.YRIA.  O.-St. Andrew% Episc. Church. Middle .;nd  Third  ..___  pd%

,‘K~l’RAl.  COhlhI  KI’El---I  a,,,,,1st  TUEsyhY,  “;,CJV$“‘HI\@01” fi0 8:30
3rd TUESDAY EVERY M O N T H

111'?1'1  I.\1 I'I~\l',il'l  7 1-I;  lln,,nn  I~,,ilrlinr. Room 370. _..  .._.. 8~30

F O R  ACJTHORITATIVE  A A  INFORhlATiON
A N D  LlTERATURE

I.1S.r  Of..  COO~‘EltAl’ING  A A  HOSI’Il’A1.S
Itvtl\‘.<  llr>tnr  (SIl;1~t.vpide  46’22)  (h1) ___._....__.  ___._.__.._  3480 Scratlton  Road
C’h;l;it>-  Ilo~lGt.~l  t?~:\in  OloD

IJ
(hl W)  .._._...___..  Central and E. 22nd St.

t’ltrrlon~l  r\lrvllnlit  Clinir ( ‘.xpresq  A998)  (>I \V)........7809  Enclid Ave.
i~arqllhnrslrtl*s  (.I ~~~~~~~  5.18~2) fnr  .._._._

-2
nn.37  I’cl!l HCI

~Inrl;illiz  Nrttsirla Ilntl~c  (R:\.  25,  ) (hf\!‘l
. : . ~ 1560 hIictlrtqe  Dr. at Wade Fark

R y a n ’ s  Kurs~np  llnrnr  (Mfi>lrnce  163.5) (hl i .,....  go?3 Detroit :\vr..
5t.  .fohn’s  Ifospitnl (\Voodhine  5750)  (M)...  _.______.__..____  791 1 Detroit ATC

(!lj  “,I-,,  nnly. fbl\VJ  “lCll  R”d  ~\““v?l. (W)  wonlen  cdy.




